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January 2021 – New Year/New Resolve 

New Year/New Resolve  …in Racial Justice Work at UPUCC 
Working towards racial justice has been among the social imperatives woven into the 
fabric of our UPUCC congregation from its inception. That said, efforts to move forward 
in this regard have not always been on our collective front burner. After a six-month 
self-study, a committed group of UPUCCers is lobbying to bring tangible efforts 
addressing systemic racism to the front and center position among us in 2021.  
The Racial Justice Work/Working Group, an outgrowth of the Sunday Forum that has 
met each week since June 21, invites you to join as we plan next steps of education 
and action in our racial justice efforts. We plan to meet the first and third Tuesday 
evening of each month beginning Jan. 5th… 7pm. 

Join the Zoom link here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86883566465?

pwd=MVJqOTJPVmkrekRsd1BadjNEQXhIZz09  

New Year/New Resolve  …in Creation Care 
 

Creation Care Collective - Growing Together Pilot Program 
Want to learn more about (and put into practice) Creation Care? UPUCC has signed up 
for the Growing Together Program Pilot, a toolkit and community building resource 
designed to engage congregations in faith-based conversations for practical 
applications of environmental healing and justice.  
 
Developed alongside advisors at Yale’s Forum on Religion and Ecology and Oxford 
University’s Laudato Si’ Institute, the Growing Together Program connects the dots 
between faith, science, and creation care. This free program involves monthly one-
hour sessions for 5 months (2nd Thursdays 7 pm with folks from many other 
congregations, followed by a ‘UPUCC only’ discussion at a time TBD.). 
 
2nd Thursday Zoom Sessions: 
 
        Jan 14 - Intro: Faith, Science & Creation Care 
        Feb 11 - Eating: Theology of Food 
        Mar 11 - Purchasing: Living Simply & Justly 
        April 8 - Recycling: Soil & Compost 
        May 13 - Growing: Pulling it Together  
 
Several UPUCCers are already on board. To join them, contact Peter van Dorsten 
(pv2049@gmail.com). 

New Year/New Resolve… Curamericas  

Did You Know … UPUCC is underwriting the 2021 salary of  Nurse Alma Dominguez, a 
Guatemalan midwife with Curamericas?  

Continued on page two... 

http://www.upucc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86883566465?pwd=MVJqOTJPVmkrekRsd1BadjNEQXhIZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86883566465?pwd=MVJqOTJPVmkrekRsd1BadjNEQXhIZz09
mailto:pv2049@gmail.com
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…and New Year/New Resolve… for  UPUCC Online Directory Updates!! 

  

Dear Covenant Partners, 

Especially during our time of virtual worship, Membership & Publicity Committee is hoping you 
will take a moment to update your contact information AND photos as we continue to stay 
connected in all ways possible. 

Please help us update our password-protected Covenant Partner Pictorial Directory located on 
our website and thereby enable us to connect faces with names! 

 

The link to updating/adding contact information and photos is here. 

 

Thank you for helping us stay connected! 

 

faith in action continued... 

New Year/New Resolve… Curamericas (continued) 

Because Nurse Alma’s own mother died from complications in childbirth, Alma has been motivated to 
help others avoid the same fate in the highlands of Guatemala and for over fifteen years, has 
provided education, training and support for expectant mothers and families. In 2021, Nurse Alma is 
projected to assist over 400 births that have no other medical support. 
We are delighted to report that a mid-December UPUCC FIA led fundraiser quickly garnered the 
$5,000 annual salary for Nurse Alma. 
 
Ashley Montague reminds us that ‘alma’ is the Spanish word for soul. If you would like to join in this 
‘soul’ work and contribute to help underwrite the good work of Curamericas, please consider a 
donation here: https://run.curamericas.org/team/upucc-for-alma-2021/ 
(Please remember corporate matching grants, if available.) 
Curamericas partners with local communities to make a difference across the globe. Recognizing 
that more than 6.6 million children die each year before reaching the age of five, Curamericas is 
helping to change this. Among its reachable ambitions, Curamericas works to end preventable child 
& maternal deaths by 2035. Doing so, they support in-country facilities with initial start-up funding, 
training, supplies, volunteers, and limited ongoing funding. Their goal is to have maternal health 
centers become self-funding, as is already the case in Bolivia. Sources in Guatemala currently fund 
2/3 of expenses and the initial grant funding from the Ronald McDonald House Foundation is coming 
to an end at the close of this month, December 2020. 
 
Important Addendum: There is a UPUCC group starting to think about another potential trip to 
Guatemala with Curamericas. Contact FIA Chair, Peter van Dorsten (pv2049@gmail.com)  if you’d like 
to hear more about it.  Also, see UPUCC Friends of Curamericas FB page. https://
www.facebook.com/UPUCCcalhuitz 

 

continued from page one... 

https://forms.gle/cTDajVXPL3p5JVam9
https://forms.gle/cTDajVXPL3p5JVam9
https://run.curamericas.org/team/upucc-for-alma-2021/
mailto:pv2049@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/UPUCCcalhuitz
https://www.facebook.com/UPUCCcalhuitz
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New Year/New Resolve 

As I considered some thoughts at the beginning of a new and welcomed year (!)  
I thought about a wonderful hymn that has fallen out of many newer editions of 
mainline hymnals. I don’t know if it is due to a lack of inclusive language, 
political correctness or some issue of copyright or legal permission (admittedly, 
the language is a bit archaic) …but I grieve its omission. In fact, given the hymn’s 
omission, the specific words from it that sprang to mind are quite ironic: 
 

 New occasions teach new duties; Time makes ancient good uncouth;         
 They must upward still, and onward, who would keep abreast of Truth;     
 

(It seems our efforts to stay ‘abreast of truth’ have eliminated the very hymn 
which exhorts us to do so!) 
“New occasions teach new duties…” Some of you will recognize that phrase from the hymn “Once to 
Every Man and Nation” …and, the stanzas of the hymn are gleaned from the much longer poem of 
James Russell Lowell,  ‘The Present Crisis’ written in 1845. I’ll let you “Google” the poem in its 
entirety, if you want, but consider with me a bit more of the hymn (excusing the 1845 male-centric 
language, please):  
 

Once to every man and nation 
Comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of truth and falsehood, 
For the good or evil side. 
Some great cause, God's new Messiah, 
Off'ring each the bloom or blight; 
And the choice goes by forever, 
'Twixt that darkness and that light. 
 

Then to side with truth is noble, 
When we share her wretched crust, 
Ere her cause bring fame and profit, 
And 'tis prosperous to be just ; 
Then it is the brave man chooses, 
While the coward stands a side, 
Till the multitude make virtue 
Of the faith they had denied. 
 

Does that not speak to the year we have just ended and the one into which we now embark?!! 
We may not sing the words anymore, but by golly I sure want to live them. 
Upward and onward in 2021. 
Amen!! 
Singing with you, 

 
 
 
 

PS Can I get another ‘Amen’ for our children and all their leaders for the marvelous Christmas 
Pageant they pulled off?!  If you haven’t seen it, you can find it online by following the link below to 
the Christmas Eve Service. The Children’s Pageant begins at the 17-minute mark: 
https://www.upucc.org/visiting/sermons-more 
 

PPS Reserve January 31 post-worship for our winter Congregational Meeting. Don’t forget to look for 
more details in forthcoming This Week emails. 

https://www.upucc.org/visiting/sermons-more


 

 

January Youth Schedule 

January  10 - 1 pm 

January 24 - 1 pm 

 

stewardship & finance 

 

youth 
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Pledge Campaign Update  
 
Our pledge campaign officially ended in November, but we have thankfully continued to receive 
additional pledges since then. The good news is that we're about 96% to the goal: about $297,000 of 
the $309,000 requested. The bad news is that puts us around $12,000 short of the goal. In addition, 
we hope to increase the budget for the Worship and Music Committee by $2,500 to provide funds for 
live streaming equipment. That means we still need a little more to close this gap and have a 
balanced budget for 2021. 
 
What next? 

• If you have already pledged for 2021, thank you! 

• If you have not yet pledged for 2021, please submit a pledge ASAP. 

• If you are a sustainer who has not yet increased your pledge for 2021, please submit a pledge.  
Remember to update your autodraft or to check the box to authorize Vickie to do so. 
 
The form for submitting pledges can be found at bit.ly/UPUCCpledge 
 
We're asking for everyone to increase their pledge by 6% for next year. We're so close to meeting the 
goal and balancing the budget, and we know we can do it with a little more help from you all.  
Thank you! 
 

Dear Parents,  Children are welcome to sign up for a  

 Children’s Church Winter Grab Bag of Activities 

...to be delivered to your home around January 10. 

Then join us, to share your completed activities at our 

Children’s Church Gathering Sunday, January 24 following worship 

Please email peg@upucc.org by January 4 to reserve your grab bag! 

 

children  

http://bit.ly/UPUCCpledge
mailto:peg@upucc.org
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adult education 

Forum - Sundays 9 am. As our Me and White Supremacy forum study ends and evolves into a 
Racial Justice Work Group, this Forum time slot on Sunday mornings opens up for new directions. If 
you have a topic you'd like to explore or a study you'd like to facilitate, please let us know. In 
order to have some continuity, ideally these studies would run for about a month. A topic and a 
few shared resources are all it takes to get the conversation started! Please email Meredith Pope 
at pope.meredith@gmail.com to discuss. 

Reading Between the Lines a Progressive Bible Study and discussion group meeting Mondays 
at 7 pm, led by Anthony Neff anthonerd@gmail.com 

This month’s themes include: 

Jan 4th - We will read and discuss the poetic prologue that introduces the Gospel of John (and 
which Doug recently preached on), along with readings from fantasy writer Marion Zimmer 
Bradley and poet David Whyte. 
 

Jan 11th - Genesis 1:1-5 will be our topic of discussion, as we compare the creation stories in 
Genesis and those of Babylon. We'll also discuss readings from Renita Weems, Wendell Berry, 
Tom Ehrich and Abba Kovner. 
 

Jan 18th - We return to the first chapter of the Gospel of John, with the account of the 
beginning of Jesus' ministry as described there. We'll use this to discuss relationships between 
disciples of John and Jesus, and talk about the world of "social influencers" in today's society. 
 

Jan 25th - TBD. Check This Week email or the UPUCC website for zoom link. 

 

Tuesday Night Book Group ..begins a new book study January 12 at 6 pm  with Hallelujah 
Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy, by Anne Lamott. 
"Mercy is radical kindness," Anne Lamott writes in this enthralling and heartening book. It's the 
permission you give others—and yourself—to forgive a debt, to absolve the unabsolvable, to let go 
of the judgment and pain that make life so difficult. 
Lamott ventures to explore where to find meaning in life. We should begin, she suggests, by 
"facing a great big mess, especially the great big mess of ourselves." It's up to each of us to 
recognize the presence and importance of mercy everywhere-"within us and outside us, all around 
us" -and to use it to forge a deeper understanding of ourselves and more honest connections with 
each other. While that can be difficult to do, Lamott argues that it's crucial, as "kindness towards 
others, beginning with myself, buys us a shot at a warm and generous heart, the greatest prize of 

all." For more information contact Kathy Dobbs at kdobbs001@nc.rr.com.  

Brew Theology- 2nd & 4th Thursdays  7:30 pm ...promotes healthy, meaningful, and eclectic 
conversations bringing all kinds of people to the table to talk about the things in life that 
really matter, find common good, and make a tangible difference in our community, led by 
Brian Spears: bmspears77@gmail.com.  

 

Monthly Meditation Group– 1st Saturday of each month 10 am 

Our time together provides for inward reflection as well as strengthening connections with others. No 
previous experience is necessary, and we meet virtually via Zoom.  If you are interested or would like 
more information, please contact Bridget Spears at babspears@gmail.com. Our next time together is 
January 2, 2021 at 10:00 am.   

mailto:pope.meredith@gmail.com
mailto:anthonerd@gmail.com
mailto:kdobbs001@nc.rr.com
mailto:bmspears77@gmail.com
mailto:babspears@gmail.com
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Creativity Custom Cards 

We in the Creativity Group so miss showcasing our cards in person and providing you with the cards you 
need for various occasions. That’s why we are now offering you the opportunity to order cards of any 
category, any quantity, specifically made for you. For example, you might want a Pet Sympathy card 
for a family who have recently lost a cat. You may need Birthday cards for an 8 year old boy, and a 
mother who loves to cook, or a few specific Get Well cards, Thinking of You cards, Sympathy cards, 
Graduation cards, or cards for an upcoming Anniversary.  We would love to create these cards for 
specific orders! We will contact anyone who orders and arrange details for getting the finished cards. 
Monetary donations (suggested minimum of $5 per card) are due upon delivery of the completed order; 
they can be made online through the UPUCC donation form. For more information or to place your 
order, please contact any of us.  

Alice     adjermyn@rocketmail.com                                Gail      gailholden@gmail.com 
Linda    lnhebert1@gmail.com                                         Marcia     homeofwelsh@gmail.com  

Solar Power Savings at UPUCC 
 
We installed the solar array in June, and YTD we have saved 51% on our electric bill based 
on a kilowatt hour reduction of 62%. A significant part of this savings is due to the 
pandemic and lack of use of the facilities, so until we are back to normal, we will not 
truly understand the savings due to solar, but so far this year the savings on our Electric 
Bill total $6,800! 

mailto:adjermyn@rocketmail.com
mailto:gailholden@gmail.com
mailto:lnhebert1@gmail.com
mailto:homeofwelsh@gmail.com
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Winter Fundraiser to Benefit Justice Theater Project 
 

JTP is taking orders for Mrs. Pumpkins Gourmet Freezer Meals (a Winston-Salem favorite!).  
 
Choose from: 
- Traditional or Moravian Chicken Pot Pies 
- Baked Spaghetti Dinners 
(beef or vegetarian) 
- Cream Cheese Brownies  
Right from freezer to oven!  
 

When? Orders with payments 
can be made January 9-27. 

Contact-free pick-up in the 
UPUCC parking lot on Saturday, 
February 6 from Noon to 2 
pm. Just in time for Super 
Bowl on February 7! 

 

Additionally, anyone who 
would like to DONATE an item 
can designate either the 
Interfaith Food Shuttle OR 
Healing Transitions as the 
recipient- and JTP will deliver 
those items!  

 

How to Order:  

Phone (919-264-7089). Payment can be made by phone with credit card or check to Justice Theater 
Project, 8208 Brownleigh Drive, Raleigh, NC 27617, or via PayPal (with a fee) on 
thejusticetheaterproject.org website. 

 

Complete Menu: https://mrspumpkinsfundraising.com/product-menu/ 

 

Cost: $13/item (serves 4), or 3 items for $36. Four 5” chicken pies for $16. (Sales tax included in 
the prices). These are made from scratch in their gourmet kitchen in Winston Salem.  

Every item ordered provides $5 for JTP  
 

Pick-Up: Saturday, February 6, 2021, Noon to 2 pm UPUCC Parking Lot, 8208 Brownleigh Drive, 
Raleigh 27617 

 

TESTIMONIAL: “We supported the Leesville High Choral Group one year and purchased these pies. 
They are absolutely the best ever! I wish I would have purchased 10 instead of just 2! The mini 
pies are really fun. Just pop them in the oven, and dinner is ready. We were all jealous of anyone 
who had one hidden in their freezers. No one would share their extras!” Melissa Zeph, JTP 

http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org
https://mrspumpkinsfundraising.com/product-menu/

