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Report from January 30  

Hybrid Congregational Meeting 

 

Moderator Nicki Norris opened the meeting surprising Doug Long, in 
honor of his 65th Birthday, January 21. Special music by members of 
the Jubilation Chorus singing, "You're a Good Man, Reverend Doug," 
was followed by a birthday video-with photos and well wishes from 
members and friends (created by Nicki).  Nicki then honored UPUCC staff with a love 
offering from members and friends of the church. 
 
Christy Tucker, co-chair of the Stewardship & Finance Committee, presented a nearly 
balanced budget which immediately became balanced by a donation made on the spot 
by Bob Martin!  The 2022 budget includes staff raises with the added joy of bringing both 
our choir director and pianist salaries up to levels commensurate with those respective 
positions, as researched by our Personnel Committee. 
 
Peter van Dorsten provided a series of photos illustrating the progression of our Garden 
Project. Once the deck railing (delayed perhaps until spring) and the cistern are installed, 
we will proceed with a celebration of this long-standing project. (In the meantime, 
another thanks to Mary Pat Peters, Peter van Dorsten, Colin McKerrell and friends along 
with many more who assisted in the garden planting.) 
 
Gary Sanders reminded us that though Eliseo is at liberty to leave the church with no 
fear of reprisal by I.C.E. his lawyer, unfortunately, has still not secured documentation 
needed for a work permit or driver’s license. In the meantime, we hope church folk and 
our wider Sanctuary volunteers will help Eliseo find housing outside the church. 
 
Doug Long ended with a brief “State of the Church” address. See a version of his remarks 

on page 2. 

http://www.upucc.org
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On Our Congregation’s Horizon  

Yesterday’s UPUCC Winter Congregational Meeting is certainly one I will not easily forget. 
Our Moderator, Nicki Norris, began with a surprise birthday video (apparently only a surprise to me) marking a 
‘Medicare Milestone’ in my life. As much as I shy away from celebrating myself publicly, I deeply appreciate the 
thoughtfulness of Nicki and UPUCC’s warm, good-humored embrace (More humor was evidenced by an earlier 
surprise performance by a subset of our Jubilation singers.). It would be difficult to articulate the deep connection I 
feel with all of you. Accept this heartfelt thanks as a pledge to live and persist and love along with you through the 
next phase of our community.  
Near the close of the Congregational Meeting I addressed some important church-shaping events I see on our 
horizon and I’ll summarize them again here.  
 

-Eliseo, I’m convinced, will find housing outside our space, and we definitely will be wishing him well in this next 
phase. What a gift he is to us, even at the personal expense of his ordeal. Not only will we figure out a way to 
appropriately celebrate this transition with him when the time comes, but it will also be an opportunity to 
reconsider the faithful usage of our church space. 
 

-Speaking of our space, I also believe we should begin preparations to fully open our building. While no specific date 
is set, and knowing we will offer hybrid services and many virtual meetings and studies no matter what, it is quite 
possible our building will be more fully, if not completely open by summer.  
 

-Another matter… Two years ago, at our January Congregational Meeting, we began forming a task force to consider 
uses of the Thompson Fund, money bequeathed to us by our beloved Covenant Partner, Wayne Thompson. Weeks 
afterward, the pandemic shut-down blind-sided us and the Council, wisely I believe, decided to let the fund sit for a 
while since the future suddenly was completely unknown.   
As we now begin emerging from the pandemic pause, it seems we should begin again pondering how this fund 
might propel us into the future. The pandemic has changed our culture and, to some degree, the way Church will 
continue into it. How might this fund assist us?  
 

-And lastly, there are further transitions on our horizon involving leadership. 4 of our ministry staff, I among them, 
are in the golden years of our professional life. Inevitably, transitions will happen and it’s best we prepare for them 
in a proactive manner.  For that purpose, I suggested to the Coordinating Council at the January meeting that we 
form a Strategic Planning Task Force. (I don’t have any plans to retire, but I did move into that magic milestone 
known as Medicare this month.)  
 

In my sermon prior to the Congregational Meeting, I spoke of UPUCC’s place in the wider world of Christianity. While 
our understanding of the message of Jesus is not in synch with much of present-day ‘wider’ Christianity, it is 
squarely in synch with progressive Christianity across denominational lines.  
As in our past, I trust we will, in the next phase of our collective life, work to fulfil our aspirational covenant. It begins 
like this: 
 

Beckoned to this place of belonging, we, of Umstead Park United Church of Christ, with body, mind, and spirit, gather 
to worship, serve, and proclaim God, unknowable mystery whose center is love, and Jesus the Christ, who makes this 
loving mystery known.  

 

With inarticulate words and unfinished lives, we yearn to further embody this holy love, shaping the future as partners 
with God, who dances and weeps with us along the way.  

 

We come together as travelers on a journey, each bringing our unique histories, traditions, and stories of faith, and we 
prayerfully establish this covenant, seeking:  

      A closer communion with God, 
      A more intimate community with one another, and 
      A committed, mutual relationship with the wider world.    

For the full covenant, see: https://www.upucc.org/visiting/what-we-believe 
  

Walking toward the horizon with you,  

https://www.upucc.org/visiting/what-we-believe
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Dear friends, 
 

It’s a new year, filled with new things! We took the first week off to return home 

and to ensure that we were healthy and caring for each other well. Our second 

week, we gathered outside around a fire to consider the things that hold us back 

and to look for ways to leave them behind. And then we played an intense game 

of spoons. 
 

With the winter weather these past two weeks, Youth Group has moved online 

to share some time together and play some fun games. One of the favorites, a T-shirt designing game from  

Jackbox, has inspired some…interesting creations! 
 

As we move forward, our Youth Council will work on developing a flowchart so we know what to do in the 

event of a covid exposure. While it looks like this current surge is waning, we want to be prepared and ready for 

whatever the future may bring. And we are also working on creating some service learning opportunities for the 

first week of each month, called Service First, as a way for our group to grow together and to embody the 

values that we hold dear. 
 

In peace, 

Tyler 

Minister with Youth 

Children’s Church, Service Project & more 

Children’s Church continues to proceed from early in worship 

to the classroom, given adequate staffing. Thank you to those 

who have stepped up to assist!  If you have assisted in the past, welcome back! If you are new to Children’s 

Church, we will be happy to provide the orientation needed! Here is the signup link for dates available:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544AAAB2BA6FE3-upucc11   

LOOKING AHEAD- 

• Service Project: Faith In Action and Children’s Committees 

are planning to collaborate on a community service project in the near 

future. 

• Lenten, Palm Sunday and Easter Activities in the works! 

• Children’s Church Camp is being considered for late May-early June. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544AAAB2BA6FE3-upucc11
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Sunday Forums - 9 am in person and online https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?

pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09  

February 6th – Sarah Stoeckel- Candidate for NC House of Representatives District 21. Sarah is a local lawyer 
and mother whose faith has led her to run for a seat in the state legislature. As guest speaker, Sarah will discuss 
how a person's faith can inspire direct engagement in the law-making process. Maybe you'll find the same 
inspiration to get involved and get your hands dirty, like Sarah has! 

February 13th – Justice Theater Project Discussion- We're excited to welcome the director of JTP's February 
production (We are Proud to Present...) for a lively discussion about the show. Please join Amelia Lumpkin for a 
conversation about this unique production, which is personal, political, funny, and brave! http://
www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/we-are-proud-to-present 

February 20th – NC Justice Center Health Advocacy Update- Once again, in their 2020 session, members of the 
NC legislature failed to expand Medicaid, a step which would return billions of federal tax dollars to our state, 
create thousands of healthcare jobs, and save lives by providing health care insurance for hundreds of 
thousands of North Carolinians. For an update regarding ongoing efforts to close the health coverage gap- 
including expansion of Medicaid- this forum will feature Rebecca Cerese, policy advocate with the NC Justice 
Center’s Health Advocacy Project.  

February 27th – Faith Journey: Donald Harpster Don’t miss this opportunity to learn more about Donald 
Harpster, as he graciously shares his journey of faith with us. Don, an ordained minister in the UCC and retired 
Professor of History and Political Science, will share the life events that have shaped his faith. 

Progressive Bible Study - Mondays 7 pm online https://zoom.us/j/94118673022?

pwd=NHNSNmFiS3lWT0lWRU9HMzQwR0FLdz09  

February 7th – Meet the Neighbors: Pharisees, Sadducees & the Essenes. From the time period of Greek rule of 

Judea up until the ministry of Jesus, Judaism had a variety of factions and religious renewal movements. In this 

session, we’ll focus on some of the prime movements of that period – the Pharisees, Sadducees and the 

Essenes. What do we really know about these groups, and were the New Testament writers accurate in their 

portrayal of them? 

February 14th – What Have the Romans Ever Done for Us? Following the Greek and Maccabean rules of Judea, 

the Romans took charge. They introduced new social structures as the Jews created their own system of 

governance under the Roman rulers. They also created the synagogue. During this lead-up to the life of Jesus, 

God became more numinous, while Satan turned into an entity we’re familiar with today. How did these 

developments impact Jesus and his teachings? 

February 21st – Prologue to the Ministry of Jesus This session will introduce the geo-political world of Jesus. 

What was Galilee like at the time of Jesus? We’ll also discuss the many problems we face when attempting to 

reconcile the chronologies of the gospels. 

February 28th – Do You Think You Are Who They Say You Are? We’ll wrap up our prologue to the New 

Testament by considering the life of Jesus with a host of questions. Who did Jesus think he was? When did he 

believe the realm of God was going to take place? Did Jesus intend to found a new religion? We can never 

know, but we can make some educated guesses.                                                               continues on next page... 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/we-are-proud-to-present
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/we-are-proud-to-present
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Meditation Group 1st Saturdays 10-11 am online 

Meditation has been practiced for centuries, and is well-known for its many benefits: reduce stress, lower blood 

pressure, less anxiety, greater compassion (and more!)  

UPUCC is carrying on this ancient practice.  A typical session includes a catching up time; a meditation intro by 

one of the members; meditation; silence to direct thoughts inward, and responses from participants.  We enjoy 

this time out from busy-ness to focus and redirect our minds. 

All are welcome. Absolutely no experience required.  Email Joanne Kennedy Frazer at jkennedyfrazer@aol.com 

for zoom sign on info.   

 

Book Group: Tuesdays 6 pm on line 

Contact Kathy Dobbs for information on this weekly gathering at  kdcorgi56@gmail.com 
 

Brew Theology 

...is taking a short break in order to re-evaluate a time, date, and location that will work best for the community. 

Thank you for your understanding. Watch future UPUCC publications for updates. Cheers!             -Brian Spears 

Creativity Group 

Valentines, Valentines, Valentines!   Get original, handcrafted Valentines from our table and send 

greetings to those special people in your life.  For a suggested donation of $5 (or more) per card, 

you will help us make a difference in the world. Of course, cards for all occasions will also be 

available. Thank you for your continued support! 

UPUCC Advocacy Task Force 

Here at UPUCC we have an active “Advocacy Task Force” that is part of the Faith In Action Committee. Our mission is to 

educate and influence voters, legislators and public officials at the local, State and Federal level. The positions and 

actions we advocate are those aligned with our UPUCC Covenant. 

This group meets the first Sunday of each month 12- 1 pm. Care to join? Here is the zoom info:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87850109590?pwd=UloxR1BqWG9na01FM0FESmJ1MWRCUT09 

Meeting ID: 878 5010 9590 

 

faith in action 

 

Community Supported Agriculture Opportunity Continues 

A number of UPUCCers have participated for the past two seasons in purchasing shares of produce from 
Community Supported Agriculture. Planning for the Spring season has already begun! Anyone 
interested in signing up for a full or half share ($250 or $125) for 8 weeks of fresh produce from our new 
supplier, https://brownfamilyfarmscsa.com/, please let Peter van Dorsten (pv2049@gmail.com) know at your earliest 
convenience. As plans are finalized, it would be helpful to gauge the level of interest now. Deliveries start April 2. 

mailto:jkennedyfrazer@aol.com
mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=8548184&msgid=176067&act=PBP2&c=1604194&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87850109590%3Fpwd%3DUloxR1BqWG9na01FM0FESmJ1MWRCUT09&cf=9146&v=c326ebcc315697270e5144c960f5fa3a575f32f688d22e329e9f23c13aeeaf99
https://brownfamilyfarmscsa.com/
mailto:pv2049@gmail.com


 Adult Education: coordinates Sunday forums, book studies, 

evening discussion groups, and other activities that enhance 

educational opportunities for our adult members. In conjunction 

with the Fellowship Committee and other groups, they sponsor 

film outings and retreats, and publicize opportunities offered in the 

wider community. 

Building & Grounds: plans for maintenance and use of our 

building, grounds and furnishings including outdoor gathering 

space, deck, garden and playground. 

 Children’s Committee: organizes educational and social 

opportunities for infants through fifth graders. Working closely 

with the Children’s Director, this committee assists with the 

Children’s Church program, teacher training and scheduling of 

teachers and nursery volunteers. Special events for children also fall 

under this committee. 

Congregational Care: offers congregational care and spiritual 

support by focusing on individual needs and caring for personal 

relationships. They prepare the weekly e-prayer list, send birthday 

cards and notes of encouragement to members and friends, 

coordinate meals for those with special circumstances, coordinate 

the church’s Care Teams and provide assistance and compassion in 

a variety of ways. 

 Faith in Action: encourages members to be actively involved in 

social justice issues. Through the leadership of this committee, 

UPUCC supports national and international organizations like 

Heifer International, UCC special offerings, and also commits 

support to local initiatives such as Oxford House and Urban 

Ministries. UPUCC Advocacy Task Force, Creativity Group, and 

Sanctuary Task Force are part of our Faith in Action. 

Fellowship: provides opportunities for UPUCCers to know each 

other better through special events such as Feast of Friends, 

barbecue luncheons, Fat Tuesday and Christmas Caroling, (just to 

name a few!) Besides coordinating Sunday morning coffee and 

goodies, this committee also plans various meals on a regular basis. 

Membership & Publicity: publicizes the UPUCC community 

through print and internet advertising, website, promotional items, 

brochures and other media. They provide welcome packets and 

help new Covenant Partners make connections with each other. 

They are responsible for the Sunday morning welcome table setup, 

name badges and recruiting greeters and provide the monthly 

Newcomers & Inquirers sessions. 

Stewardship & Finance: is responsible for the supervision 

of the finances of the church. As part of this, the 

committee plans and implements the annual pledge 

campaign and works with other committees in the Church 

to formulate a proposed annual budget. Those 

recommendations are then presented to the Coordinating 

Council and Congregation. They also manage many other 

financial-related tasks including: insurance programs, 

weekly contribution deposits, financial reports, and 

analyzing contribution data. 

Worship & Music: is in charge of the music program of 

the church including supporting the choir director and 

pianist, selection, acquisition and maintenance of musical 

instruments and materials. They are responsible for 

volunteers for communion preparation, ushering and sound 

system set up. They also coordinate with the pastor in 

planning worship services. 

Youth: works with the Youth Director to provide middle 

and high school students the opportunity to establish and 

nurture a relationship with God, themselves and with their 

community. Special ministries throughout the year are 

designed to be fun and promote spiritual growth. Retreats, 

summer camp outs, lock-ins, local service projects, mission 

trips, special fellowships, fund raisers and worship are all 

part of the mix. Youth Committee also assists with 

selection of curricula, coordinating programs, identifying 

program leaders and leader training. 

Personnel: responsible for personnel policies, including 

salary recommendations and benefits. This committee 

maintains written job descriptions for all paid positions. It 

also provides both accountability and support to paid staff 

by working with staff to create goals for the year. The 

committee screens applicants for employment with the 

church. 

 Nominating Committee (Year-Round): to be in charge of 

preparing a slate of candidates for all outgoing officers and 

committee chairs, as well as populating committees 

throughout the year. 

 Officers and committees are elected at our 

Spring Congregational Meeting at the end of 

April, and terms begin in May. Committees select 

their respective meeting times. For further 

information, please contact Moderator-Elect,  

Sara Acosta at sara.melinda.acosta@gmail.com  

 

upucc committee information 

At UPUCC, most of our volunteer efforts are channeled through our committees. The UPUCC Nominating Committee invites 

Covenant Partners to consider serving on one of the following committees: 

 

The sacred journey is our home. 
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The Justice Theater Project continues “THE POSSIBLE DREAM 2021-22 Season of 

Courageous Change” on Friday, February 18, 2022. A group of actors gathers to tell 

the little-known story of the first genocide of the twentieth century. As the full 

force of a horrific past crashes into the good intentions of the present, what 

seemed a far-away place and time is suddenly all too close to home. Just whose 

story are they telling? 
 

Award-winning playwright Jackie Sibblies Drury collides the political with the personal in a play that is irreverently funny and 

seriously brave. We Are Proud to Present … takes place largely in a rehearsal room that descends from collaborative to absurd as 

a group of idealistic actors—three black and three white—attempt to recreate the extinction of the Herero tribe at the hands of 

their German colonizers. Along the way, they test the limits of empathy as their own stories, subjectivities, assumptions, and 

prejudices catalyze their theatrical process. Eventually, the full force of a horrific past crashes into the good intentions of the 

present, and what seemed a faraway place and time comes all too close to home.  
 

Director Amelia Lumpkin, making her directing debut with The Justice Theater Project, said, “The story is challenging unto itself, 

it is easier to face if you look at it as a long-ago atrocity of the Herero at the hands of Germans at the turn of the century, but 

through the course of the play, we learn it is really about the ways the story touches us closer to home and where we can find 

ourselves. The play figuratively invites the audience into the conversation during the show. The characters are relatable - they talk 

like me, are modern, the language is relatable. Jackie’s structure and layers in the script are as deep as Shakespeare but written 

for a modern-day and audience to feel the impact.” 
 

We Are Proud To Present…  will be performed live and via live-streaming with four evenings and two matinee performances 

from February 18-27, 2022 

Appropriate for Adults, 18+ Parental discretion for language, violence, thematic complexity.  

 Performance Schedule and Calendar Listing: 

February 18, 19, 25 & 26 evening shows at 7:30 pm 

February 20 & 28 matinee shows at 3 pm 

Call 919-264-7089 for ticketing or visit http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/we-are-proud-to-present 

 

Hybrid Newcomers & Inquirers Session February 6 

This gathering, hosted by Membership & Publicity Committee, offers an opportunity to learn more in a short 

presentation about the history of the UCC as well as information about Umstead Park United Church of Christ. On 

February 6, following the service, simply remain on the worship zoom (or if attending in person, come to the church 

library). Questions? Contact Gary Sanders at sandersgarya@gmail.com  

 

 

in our wider community 

 

stewardship & finance 

 

membership & publicity 

2022 UPUCC Balanced Budget! Thanks to everyone who pledged or continues to give regularly to UPUCC. At 

our January 30 Congregational meeting, we passed a balanced budget (link here). Your donations help this 

community of faith continue to thrive. 

http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/we-are-proud-to-present
mailto:sandersgarya@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Lenovo 2017/Desktop/UPUCC Approved 2022 Budget.pdf
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Tues. Feb. 1 6 pm Book Group online. See page 5. Contact kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group online https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86883566465?
pwd=MVJqOTJPVmkrekRsd1BadjNEQXhIZz09 

Wed.  Feb. 2 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Feb. 3 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  6:30 pm Youth Committee online. 

Sat. Feb. 5 10 am Meditation Group online. See page 5. Contact jkennedyfrazer@aol.com 

Sun. Feb. 6 9 am Forum: Sarah Stoekel. See page 4. 

  10:30 am Worship: “What If…” 

  Following worship Hybrid Newcomers & Inquirers Session. See page 7. 

  12 pm UPUCC Advocacy Task Force. See page 6. 

  12 pm Youth Group. See page 3. 

  1 pm Faith In Action Committee online 

Mon. Feb. 7 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 4. 

Tues. Feb. 8 6 pm Book Group online. See page 5. Contact kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. Feb. 9 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sat. Feb. 12  HKonJ. Watch for more details. https://naacpnc.org/hkonj-peoples-assembly-coalition/ 

Sun. Feb. 13 9 am Forum: We Are Proud to Present… Justice Theater Project. See page 4. 

  9:15 am Stewardship & Finance Committee online. 

  10:30 am Worship: “The Scramble for Africa?” 

  Following worship Hybrid Music & Worship Committee 

  11:45 am Children’s Committee online 

  12 pm Youth Group. See page 3. 

Mon. Feb. 14 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 4. 

Tues. Feb. 15 6 pm Book Group online. See page 5. Contact kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. Feb. 16 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Feb. 17 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  5 pm Covid Response Task Force online. 

  6 pm Coordinating Council online. 

Sun. Feb. 20 9 am Forum: NC Justice Center Health Advocacy. See page 4. 

  10:30 am Worship:  “Loving your enemies…” (Jesus and Desmond Tutu) 

  12 pm  Youth Group. See page 3. 

Mon. Feb. 21 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 4. 

Tues. Feb. 22 6 pm Book Group online. See page 5. Contact kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. Feb. 23 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sun. Feb. 27 9 am Forum: Faith Journey- Don Harpster. See page 4. 

  10:30 am Worship: “Challenged by the Saints Beyond Us” (The Life and Messages of Thich Nhat Hanh) 

  12 pm Youth Group. See page 3. 

Mon. Feb. 28 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 4. 
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SAVE THE DATE! The Islamic Association of Raleigh offers their Annual Open House Saturday, March 5th, 11 am to 2:30 pm. At 

"Building Communities in Partnership with Faith" you’ll be able to enjoy an educational program followed by a Q & A session led by 

Imam AbuTaleb, tour the facility, observe the Islamic prayer, and be treated to delicious Mediterranean food. Watch for details to 

sign up. 

mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86883566465?pwd=MVJqOTJPVmkrekRsd1BadjNEQXhIZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86883566465?pwd=MVJqOTJPVmkrekRsd1BadjNEQXhIZz09
mailto:jkennedyfrazer@aol.com
mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com
https://naacpnc.org/hkonj-peoples-assembly-coalition/
mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com
mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com

