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Free At Last!  

(but also still in a legal limbo) 

After 3 and a half years with us in protective sanctuary, 
Eliseo’s lawyer finally received absolute assurances from 
Immigration and Custom’s officials in Charlotte that they do 
not consider him a threat in any sense, and he is free to 
leave the church’s safe harbor. 

(3 and a half years!! …almost 4 counting the time spent in 
“private sanctuary” prior to UPUCC. Sitting in a restaurant 
for a celebratory meal after the ICE declaration, Eliseo’s 8-year-old son 

admitted that he could not remember ever before 
eating with his father in public. He was 4 when this 
saga began. Can we begin to imagine the toll on Eliseo 
and his family?) 

A word of clarity here… while Eliseo can freely leave 
the church space with no threat of deportation, a 
further ruling from the Board of Immigration Appeals 
(BIA) is necessary before he can then apply for a legal 

work permit. For undocumented persons like Eliseo, the work permit then 
becomes an avenue to obtain a driver’s license from the DMV. In turn, the 
driver’s license not only allows him to freely drive but importantly is his 
method to prove his identity for banking needs, etc.  

To summarize, Eliseo patiently waits with us until the BIA decision. With no 
dependable timetable, we do not know how long this phase of Eliseo’s saga 
will stretch. For now, he remains in a time of limbo… free to move outside 
Sanctuary, but limited by legal red tape.  

In the meantime, we celebrate with him! This is a huge step toward his 
liberation, and we give thanks to God (and the Biden administration!) for 
opening these doors. 

 

 A meal out together 

< Clothes shopping 

 

 

Ice cream with  

some of the Frazer 

family > 

Outing to Pullen Park 
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Happy Opening! 
 
What a burst of “opening up” the Spring of 2021 has provided. Easter’s proclamation of 
resurrection and new life is felt this year with a new depth of emotion. Not only has Eliseo’s 
situation taken a joyful direction but the grip of our long locked-down status due to the 
pandemic is waning as well. 
Our tomb-like isolation is loosening. Doors are flung opened.  It feels as if we are all rising 
again! 
(…and we say… “Hallelujah!) 

 
The ‘opening up’ includes the following still developing topics: 
-No doubt we will we find ways to celebrate and support Eliseo in the coming weeks and beyond. As much as we 
would love to flip a switch and all things be resolved for him, nothing short of persistence and time will be 
required as next steps emerge. As the front-page mentions, think of his present time as “in limbo.” 
Complicated by Covid and childcare, in this time of limbo feel free to offer taking Eliseo anywhere from lunch to 
the beach! Do you have a project around your home you’d like help with? (To say Eliseo is handy is an 
understatement beyond description.)  
 

-A report from our Covid Response Task Force was published last week and is included again in this newsletter 
(see p. 7...and please fill out the survey.)  The summary of UPUCC’s re-opening plans, approved by the 
Coordinating Council, are the incremental steps of  

1) outdoor gatherings in much of April,  
2) then additional small group indoor gatherings allowed in May in the worship space,  
3) followed by larger indoor gatherings, possibly including worship, in the early summer.  

These hopeful plans (and do read ‘plans’ here, people, not ‘promises’) are predicated on the present roll-out of 
adult vaccination allowing all adults who choose to be fully vaccinated by the summer, continued data showing 
the virus in decline, and masking and social distancing at all church events for the foreseeable future.  
All this as a given, we are aware that some, understandably, will choose to remain isolated for months beyond 
this schedule. No one knows how long it will be before persons under 18 will be given the opportunity of a 
vaccine, and parents are making their choices individually.  
 

-In our determination to leave no child OR adult behind, we will continue our virtual broadcasts as well. In fact, 
one of the clear lessons of the pandemic ‘shut-down’ is that some form of virtual meetings and worship is here to 
stay. To that end, Peter van Dorsten is spearheading an effort to greatly enhance our ‘streaming’ efforts. (Is 
there anything Peter will not launch into?) See details of that plan and ‘unfolding in the works’ on page 7. Let 
me emphasize that the Coordinating Council agrees that this is a necessary move as we proceed. To ‘broadcast’ 
well necessitates some alterations to our worship space (a more permanent sound and video perch in close 
coordination with JTP) as well as the ‘beefing up’ of our Internet connection. 
…and, of course, all this comes with a price tag not already built into our budget. (We welcome financial 
contributions if anyone would like to assist us as we move into this ‘brave new world.’ Initial costs are estimated 
at a few thousand dollars.) 
 
-Plans are in the works for a long-awaited virtual gathering/conversation with parishioners of Poplar Springs 
Christian Church. This may take place the end of April, so stay tuned to the weekly email updates.  
 
-Those weekly updates will include information about a Spring Yard Sale, (in mid-May?), details on special Sunday 
forums (see page 4 for what we know right now), and a ‘bon voyage’ event for Bill and Jeri Radke. (Sadly, for us, 
the Radke’s are moving back to Minnesota to be closer to family. We are incredibly grateful for the +20 years 
they graced us with their presence.) 
 
Stay tuned, and stay “zoomed” as we move into our future together- 
Happy (continued) Opening! 

 

from doug 

 



 

youth 

 

children 

 

worship & music 

Youth Group April Schedule 
 

April 4  (Easter-No Youth Group) 
 

April 11 2 pm Gathering with Community UCC Youth 
 

April 25 5 pm Gathering with UCCH and others 

 

Contact Jonathan McLean for further details jemandkam0520@gmail.com 
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April Request 

As with so many groups at UPUCC, we are eager to hear from our parents via the Covid 

Response Update and Survey link: https://forms.gle/1EAZtccBCFPZDMyZ9  

In the meantime, we continue with our virtual worship and Children’s Church Gatherings, in 
hopes of scheduling some outdoor events in the coming months! 

Parents responding to the survey will yield information to assist our Children’s Committee in 
our planning and offerings for the coming months. Please feel free to email peg@upucc.org 
with questions and ideas! 

Easter Worship 

Sunday, April 4—10:30 am 

Worship & Music Committee invites everyone to 
add flowers to their zoom squares for Easter 
Worship Sunday. Our brass ensemble plays and 
Doug reflects on the Jesus Way. Bring your 
Hallelujah Chorus score and sing with the 
Postlude! 

mailto:jemandkam0520@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/1EAZtccBCFPZDMyZ9
mailto:peg@upucc.org


 

adult education 

 

April Forums Sundays 9 am 
 

April 4 -   No forum on Easter 
 

April 11 - Closing the Health Coverage Gap:  Rebecca Cerese, Health Engagement Coordinator for the NC 
Justice Center’s Health Advocacy Project, will speak on the topic, “Expanding Health Coverage for North 
Carolinians – Closing the Coverage Gap/Medicare For All.”  

As stated in a March 10 editorial by the Capitol Broadcasting Company: 

“There are no good reasons for North Carolina not to expand Medicaid coverage to as many as 650,000 
North Carolinians who now lack affordable access to health care. 

It remains irrational that the General Assembly continues the ban on such expansion – particularly in the 
midst of the worst health pandemic the state and nation has seen in a century. How many of the 11,552 
heartbreaking COVID-19 deaths might have been avoided? 

North Carolina’s eight-year failure to expand Medicaid has cost the state about $15 billion in lost federal 
funds. That is money that North Carolina taxpayers are not getting brought back into the state that would 
have provided nearly 84,000 annual mammograms, helped support struggling rural hospitals and created 
more than 100,000 jobs. 

Other states that have too-long resisted Medicaid expansion now appear to be getting on board…The 
federal COVID-19 relief legislation offers North Carolina about $2.4 billion in ADDITIONAL federal medical 
assistance percentage (FMAP) funds over two years – that would be on top of the full state cost of covering 
Medicaid expansion. Now, the federal government covers 90% of those costs. The additional funding in this 
latest legislation would be on top of the additional 6.2% increase in the federal contribution to Medicaid 
costs the state already gets through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act 
payable until the health emergency declaration concludes. 

Even without the additional federal funds, North Carolina taxpayers wouldn’t be footing the bill for the 

difference in federal funds. The state’s hospitals have promised that they’d cover the additional costs of 

the expansion. 

North Carolinians support Medicaid and they support its expansion. A statewide poll last year found that 

60% view Medicaid favorably – including 51% of Republicans. Also, 75% back expanding Medicaid including 

64% of Republicans.” 

April 18 - On this Sunday preceding Earth Day, the Creation Care Group will stare the apocalypse in the face and 
share what they have been learning about climate change and what we as a church might do about it. 

April 25 - No forum held due to UPUCC Congregational Meeting which follows worship. 
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Progressive Bible Study—Reading Between the Lines Mondays 7 pm 
 

April 5 -   This session focuses on the Psalms, in particular Psalm 118. 

April 12 - In the Book of Acts, Luke paints a positive picture of the early community. But it is not a 
romanticized, idealized portrait. These are real people who are pulled in different directions by the same real 
tendencies which tug at us.  

Come join in a lively discussion that touches of the works of a variety of authors outside of the Bible as well. 
Scratch your head as we examine the writings included each week and wonder what the authors had in mind. 
Contact Anthony Neff for more information anthonerd@gmail.com 
 
(Readings for April 19 and 26 TBD). 

https://wral.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45573661e012baaea1d118657&id=3033d94e2d&e=5743d0e23c
https://wral.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45573661e012baaea1d118657&id=97f150ba71&e=5743d0e23c
mailto:anthonerd@gmail.com


 

faith in action 

Tuesday Night Book Group 6 pm 
 
The Tuesday Night Book Group scheduled a new book discussion to begin March 30th at 6 pm, 
reading The Beauty in Breaking  by Michelle Harper.  Dr. Harper shares in the introduction: 
“Blessings abound in my life, and they abound amid the struggle, my struggle. Over the decades I’ve 
learned to cultivate a personal state of stillness.  As a child, that stillness grew from a dissociation I 
stumbled upon that allowed me to better endure life with a father who was a batterer and a family 
legacy of victimhood.  As a black woman, I navigate an American landscape that requires all women 
to pound tenaciously against the proverbial glass ceiling, which we’ve since discovered is made of 
palladium, the kind of glass that would sooner bow than shatter.”   

The reading for the first session - the Introduction and Chapter 1.  For more information contact 

Kathy Dobbs at kdobbs001@nc.rr.com.  
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Faith in Action for April 
 
Of the several activities ongoing under "Faith in Action" this month is our 
annual collection in support of those recovering from addiction. This 
year, because of the pandemic, rather than collect toiletries as we have 
done in prior years, please consider making a donation via the UPUCC 
website which will go to the Healing Transition Capital Campaign.  
 
Healing Transitions supports those struggling with addiction (especially the homeless, uninsured and 
underserved) with services on demand – as many times as it takes – to find recovery. They never turn 
away anyone who’s seeking help. Because the need is so great, Healing Transitions is in the midst of a 
capital campaign to expand services. 

 

adult education continued... 

Racial Justice Work(ing) Group 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 7 pm 

All are welcome to join as this group continues working on educating themselves and the 
congregation on issues of racial justice, providing specific anti-racist actions, support and 
accountability, and establishing relationships with the Black community based on trust.  

For more details, please contact Renate Andrews rma8805@gmail.com 

Brew Theology -2nd & 4th Thursdays 7:30 pm 

Brew Theology exists to brew theology & create an alliance of communities through healthy, 
meaningful and eclectic dialogue. 
 
Please email raleighdurhambrewtheology@gmail.com if you are interested and would like to 
participate in the discussion. Our sessions typically run from 7:30 to around 9pm, and we won’t hold 
it against you if your preferences run to water or wine! Brian Spears, coordinator. 

mailto:kdobbs001@nc.rr.com
https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving
https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving
https://recoverycantwait.org/
mailto:rma88805@gmail.com
mailto:raleighdurhambrewtheology@gmail.com


 

building and grounds 

 

 
Thank You! 
 
Many hands make light work! (Check out the photos below and on page 8!) 
 
Thank you to all who turned out to prune, weed, and mulch our grounds. We enjoyed seeing each other in 
person and had fun working to spruce up the 
outside of our church home. 
 
-Rebecca van Dorsten, Chair  
Building and Grounds Committee 
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updates 

UPUCC Garden Project 

The two stumps in the garden area have been ground down in prep for 
Turf and Scapes to begin their work, hopefully this month! 
 

The cost of wood structure and Trex decking is still about double what it 
was pre-pandemic. We have $33k available to spend on the deck, cistern 
and pump. 
 

Will we have sufficient UPUCC volunteers to do the planting of trees and 
shrubs and mulching (in May/June)? 
 

If not, we are considering getting a quote on hiring the procuring and 
planting of the major plants in our garden plan. 
 

-Peter van Dorsten 

AV Support for Live Stream Worship Services 

One good thing that has come out of the pandemic is our collective realization of the importance of community 
and the benefit of technology (like Zoom) in overcoming limitations. We are now taking concrete steps in 
coordination with JTP to extend this capability beyond the pandemic by setting up our worship space for 
carefully controlled Live Streaming. We will soon be buying a Pan/Tilt/Zoom camera that will be mounted on 
the back of the sanctuary for capturing what is going on at the podium and from the piano and choir. We may 
have suspended mics for the choir. We will be buying other equipment and cabling to connect, control, and 
stream our service to those who wish to participate remotely. If you want to learn more or wish to volunteer in 
support, please contact Peter van Dorsten. If you want to contribute to the expense of doing this, please visit 
the UPUCC website and make a contribution. Hey look, this is us going into our hopeful future with joy!  
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UPUCC Covid Response Task Force Update & Survey Request 

While there is no single metric that automatically triggers a return to more normal activities for our church 
congregation, the Covid-19 Response Task Force has been routinely reviewing information and data from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as well as our own local and state Departments of Health and Human 
Services.  
 

As of Friday (3/19) the percent of COVID-19 positive tests at the state level was 3.9% percent, and the Wake 
County level was at 4.4%. Both levels are down significantly from post-holiday highs and are holding steady. In 
addition, more and more residents in North Carolina continue to receive their Covid-19 vaccinations. 
 

This information along with projections by health agencies suggest it is safe for persons who are fully vaccinated, 
wearing masks, social distancing and continuing hand sanitizing practices to resume small group activities. 
 

With this information in mind, the UPUCC Covid-19 Response Task Force has determined it is appropriate to begin 
a slow and measured return to some of our in-person social activities. It is important to note during each phase 
of our return, all congregants must adhere to social distancing practices and protocols. The task force will 
continue to monitor data trends and make adjustments accordingly. 
 

UPUCC Return to In-Person Activities 
April 5: Outdoor gatherings 
May: Small group meetings in the worship space 
June: Indoor larger activities in the worship space 
 

In addition, the task force is asking for your help in completing the (linked here) survey to assist us with 
future planning. Please respond to the survey within the week. 
 
Many thanks,  
Edward McFarland, Bridget Blinn-Spears, David Frink, David Wilson, Peg Arcari and Doug Long 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livestreaming
mailto:pv2049@gmail.com
https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd921zpPi-8bG0s0mp-v-FBGkIvSe5L2u8tUsg7ddoQ4nkmQA/viewform


 

more photos! 
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April 8th is the World Premiere of "Where Can I Go?" a 
documentary featuring five holocaust survivors 
currently living in Wake County, produced by Raleigh-
Cary Jewish Family Services in partnership with The 
Justice Theater Project. 

Complex histories collide with our challenging present 
in this documentary film event which debuts on Yom 
Ha’Shoah/ Holocaust Remembrance Day.  

A group of Holocaust survivors, filmed during the 2020-
21 global Coronavirus pandemic, share their 
experiences of trauma and resilience with the greater 
community in an urgent effort to ensure we never 
forget. Find complete details: 

http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/where-can-i-go 

 

in our wider community 

Kids 2021 Summer Camp! Story Theatre “Around The World”  
 
Led by Director Matthew Hager and returning staff members, Justice 
Theater will create week-long camps that will bring a different story 
to life each week! Limited enrollment. Complete details here. 

http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/where-can-i-go
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/summer-2021


 

upucc april calendar 

Sat. April 3 9 am Prayer Breakfast. Contact nfouts@nc.rr.com 

Sun. April 4 10:30 am Easter Worship Service: The Way of Jesus 

Mon. April 5 7 pm Reading Between the Lines-Progressive Bible Study 

Tues. April 6 6 pm Book Group. Contact kdobbs001@nc.rr.com 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group 

Wed.  April 7 6:15 pm Music Literacy Group 

  7 pm Mid-Week Gathering 

Thurs. April 8 7 pm Creation Care Group. Contact pv2049@gmail.com 

  7:30 pm Brew Theology. Contact raleighdurhambrewtheology@gmail.com 

Sat. April 10 10 am Meditation Group Contact babspears@gmail.com 

Sun. April 11 9 am Forum: Closing the Health Coverage Gap. Guest Speaker Rebecca Cerese. Details page 4. 

  9 am Stewardship & Finance Committee 

  9:30 am Children’s Committee 

  10 am Faith In Action Committee 

  10:30 am Worship: A Virtual Transition  

  11: 30 am Advocacy Task Force, Fellowship Committee, Personnel Committee 

  2 pm Youth Group. Contact jemandkam0520@gmail.com 

Mon. April 12 7 pm Reading Between the Lines-Progressive Bible Study 

Tues. April 13 6 pm  Book Group. Contact kdobbs001@nc.rr.com 

Wed. April 14 6:15 pm Music Literacy Group 

  7 pm Mid-Week Gathering 

Thurs. April 15  5 pm Covid Response Task Force 

  6 pm Coordinating Council 

Sat. April 17 9 am Prayer Breakfast. Contact nfouts@nc.rr.com 

Sun. April 18 9 am Forum: Creation Care Group. Details page 4.  

  10: 30 am Worship Earth Day: Joining the Resolution 

  11:45 am  Worship & Music Committee 

Mon. April 19 7 pm Reading Between the Lines-Progressive Bible Study 

Tues. April 20 6 pm Book Group. Contact kdobbs001@nc.rr.com 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group 

Wed. April 21 6:15 pm Music Literacy Group 

  7 pm Mid-Week Gathering 

Thurs. April 22 6:30 pm Creation Care Local Group. Contact pv2049@gmail.com 

  7:30 pm Brew Theology. Contact raleighdurhambrewtheology@gmail.com 

Sun. April 25 10:30 am Worship: The Journey Continues 

  11:30 am Congregational Meeting. All manner of business, including the election of Officers and Committees will occur. 

  5 pm  Youth Group. Contact jemandkam0520@gmail.com 

Mon. April 26 7 pm Reading Between the Lines-Progressive Bible Study 

Tues. April 27 6 pm Book Group. Contact kdobbs001@nc.rr.com 

Wed. April 28 6:15 pm Music Literacy Group 

  7 pm Mid-Week Gathering 

 

All events virtual. Find zoom links 
for most events on our website 

calendar here. 
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