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A Profile in Determination 
 

The very determined Eliseo Jimenez is the only 
person more delighted than all the rest of us that 
he FINALLY received a work permit after almost 4 
and 1/2  years of living among us in Sanctuary. 
What a celebration!! 
That said, a few things still must fall into place 
before Eliseo is more fully free to pursue 
employment and living space outside UPUCC. He 
has secured an appointment with the DMV to 
renew his driver’s license in early May (...and we 
used to think it was a pain at the DMV because of 
the long lines! Now the wait is almost 
interminable!). Additionally, a particularly 
hopeful housing opportunity has emerged in 
Raleigh, though complications and repairs to that 
space will take an undetermined amount of time. 

Covid Protocols:   
When should masks become optional at UPUCC? Council seeks your input. 
 

The March Coordinating Council meeting included an extended conversation regarding changing 
our church Covid protocol to ‘masks optional’ (indoors). Eventually, bowing to our strong desire that 
no one be excluded, the Council recognized that children under 5 still are not offered the 
opportunity for vaccination and that masks made optional might deter families with those children 
from freely attending. The debate, the science behind such policies, and the loosening of 
requirements in our culture at large makes the conversation (and decision) anything but clear cut. 
The Council chose to err on the side of conservatism (one of the few times we claim to be 
conservative, by the way) but for compassionate reasons. That said, the Council now seeks your 
input on the matter... particularly if you are the parent of a child 4 years and under... or if you have 
a strong opinion on the required wearing of masks, yay or nay! 
Let Moderator Nicki Norris (nnorris649@gmail.com) or Doug Long (doug@upucc.org) know by April 
18th. (The Council’s decision will be announced at our Congregational Meeting  April 24th) 

-Mulching w/Mary Pat! This Saturday, April 2nd!! 
 

The first garden party of 2022 takes place Saturday morning, April 2nd, 10am to noon. 
Many hands make light work... so bring all hands! 
    Bring also: 

-gardening gloves 
-full water bottle 
-bucket or other container to put the weeds in 
-wheelbarrow and shovel, if you have them, to help with spreading mulch 

...and it would be helpful to let Mary Pat know you’re coming! 
(marypat@centerpeacedesign.com) 

 

Eliseo in receipt of his work permit! 

http://www.upucc.org
mailto:nnorris649@gmail.com
mailto:doug@upucc.org
mailto:marypat@centerpeacedesign.com
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from doug 

 
Holy Ground 
 

I mentioned this past Sunday that I was with 8 others of you at a CSA “Blessing of the Land” 
Saturday afternoon. I had no idea what was in store. 
We made our way to “Singing Streams Farm” just east of Creedmoor, NC where the 9 of us 
joined approximately 50 others all representing a much larger group of farmers, organizers 
and participants in our “Black Farmer’s Community Supported Agriculture” endeavor. We 
traveled 540 to Six Forks North until it crosses Highway 98, narrows more as New Light, and then winds its way 
across the county line becoming Bruce Gardner Rd. (It’s the same road, but the name changes multiple times.) “I 
like it when the names change to people,” Gail Holden said in the car I was in. “Then you know you’re in the 
country.” 
We turned at Lawrence Drive until we reached Bertha Lane and proceeded to travel very slowly along a cluster of 
homes on each side of what appeared to be one long driveway …which it was! When the gravel ended we parked 
and gathered in the open, windy air. We were in the country.  
 

I did not anticipate ‘to be moved’ at the event, but moved I was, several times. 
The first person I met was a woman from Baptist Grove, a prominent African-American Church not far at all from 
UPUCC, located on the corner of Leesville and Lead Mine roads.  
“I have high school friend who I believe is part of that congregation,” I offered.  
“Oh, I know Deacon Steve,” she gushed.  
A fellow setting up microphones was within earshot. 
“I know him, too. His brother lives in that house right there,” he smiled, pointing to the house nearest where we 
stood. It turned out the speaker was the farmer who owned the land we stood on.  
“This used to be a tobacco field,” he later explained. “... and I picked cucumbers in the field at your back.” …all 
along Bertha Lane. He was a grandson of Bertha Landis. Suddenly this land was becoming very personal. 
 

I quickly met another grandson though I had no clue until much later. An Associate Minister at the nearby 
Synama Grove Church, he proudly explained that, “It was founded by slaves in 1861.”   
“Wow!” I pondered. “I know of several African American churches founded in 1865 and 1866 when they split 
from slave owners following the Civil War, but I wasn’t aware of African American churches in the area that 
precede that.” 
I was intrigued... “and the name... Did you say Cinnamon Grove?” 
“No... Synama,” he repeated.  
“I’m not familiar with that name,” I continued. “Is it named after a community?... or a crossroads?” 
“No, and this is interesting,” he continued. “You see, the slaves were illiterate, of course, and all their teaching 
and learning had been oral. ‘Synama’ was what they heard and passed down from preachers who were speaking 
of Smyrna.” 
 

            Revelation 2:8-9  “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the  
                last, who died and came to life.’ ...“I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich).” 
Oh my! 
Last Saturday afternoon, I thought I was going to attend a “Blessing of the Land.” I had no idea. It was me, blessed 
by the land and the people who lived there. I was standing on holy ground. 
 

(I also learned of a documentary with more of ‘Bertha’s story,’ and the streams that brought song to her family 
and eventually became ‘Singing Streams Farm.’ https://www.folkstreams.net/films/singing-stream 
Prepare to stand on holy ground with them. It’s all around us. 
     

Here, with you,        See P.S. next page... 

https://www.folkstreams.net/films/singing-stream


 

faith in action (plus more on pages 7-8) 

 

p.s. from doug 

 

P.S. Mark your calendar for a few very special things I want you to be aware of:  
 

-April 10 - Tyler Ung preaches on: “In 1492, the Stones Cried Out”  

-April 17 - Easter Communion. Two years has been long enough. Plans are underway to celebrate communion 
in some manner on Easter Sunday. Come to in-person Church and come to the table. Amen. 

-April 24 - Congregational Meeting. We will hold our Spring Meeting immediately following worship. 

-May 15 - Plans are underway for a Garden Dedication. Mark your calendars and stay tuned. 
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UPUCCers joined  the Poor Peoples' Campaign on March 28. The Poor Peoples' Campaign is mobilizing low 

wage workers and their allies across the country to go to the polls, and to gather in Washington, DC on 

June 18, 2022, for the PPC March on Washington.  



 

children 
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Children’s Church, Service Projects, Upcoming Activities 

THANK YOU to all who donated to our recent Long-sleeved Shirt Collection for Farmworkers and brought in 

coins for the Casas Maternas Curamericas fundraiser! 

Children’s Church continues to build attendance as time is shared in gathering for 

stories, crafting, and time outside when the weather permits. We are so grateful 

to our teachers and continue to welcome new leaders and assistants! 

For more information about our program, please feel 

free to email peg@upucc.org or click this link: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544aaab2ba6fe3-upucc11 

 

Easter Sunday Activities 

Reminder postcards are being sent to 

invite all to come and bring their 

friends to our Easter Egg Hunt and 

Activities. We will begin the hunt 

soon after worship Easter Sunday, 

April 17. Bring your favorite egg-

gathering container and join in the 

fun! 

Coming in June 

SAVE THE DATE! Children and Youth and (families) will engage in 

a late-spring gathering on Sunday, June 5 from 12-1:30 pm on 

the UPUCC grounds. Fun and food and a celebration as Peg wraps 

up her time as Children’s Director. 

The playhouse is an  

all-time favorite! 

 

Nursery story time 

 

Craft time can also be a great time for conversation! 

 

Easter Egg Hunt Memories! 

Enjoying spring 

weather on our 

playground. 

mailto:peg@upucc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544aaab2ba6fe3-upucc11
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544aaab2ba6fe3-upucc11


 

youth 

Dear friends, 
 

March launched off on a high note – a puppy party at the Frink’s house! We learned about mental wellness and 

were helped along by some adorable pups. 
 

With the (sometimes) warmer weather, it does feel like life is surging back with the spring blossoms. We’ve 

enjoyed some wonderful time together, played lots of games, and shared our ‘origin stories’ with each other 

this month. 
 

The youth group meets every Sunday from 12:00-1:30pm, and all are welcome to join us! 
 

In peace, 

Tyler 

tyler@upucc.org 

- 5 - 

mailto:tyler@upucc.org


 

 

adult education 
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 Forums Sunday 9 am  Join in person in the UPUCC Library or online:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09  
 

April 3rd – Enemy of the People  Please join us for a lively conversation with JTP's artistic director, Jerry Sipp, 

who is directing their upcoming production... 

Enemy of the People is a thrilling, darkly funny, and gripping new reimagining of Ibsen’s 1882 classic written by 

David Blakely. The story is set in the fictitious town of Cushing, OK, which contains huge oil storage tanks and 

functions as one of the largest oil transfer stations in the country. Millions of gallons of oil move through 

Cushing to the gulf coast and the refineries and tanker ships waiting there. The play takes place the weekend 

before the 2016 election and reflects some of the restlessness of the rural red states. Fracking may be causing 

earthquakes in an Oklahoma town where tens of millions of barrels of oil are stored. If “The Big One” hits, the 

explosive results would be a disaster. When the local newspaper editor tries to blow the whistle, his brother, 

the sheriff, will go to any lengths to stop him, including exposing his secrets, ruining his reputation, and making 

him an Enemy of the People. 
 

April 10th –  Palm Sunday – A Reflection Palm Sunday marks the first day of Holy Week, and commemorates 

Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. When commenting on Palm Sunday in their book, The Last Week, Marcus 

Borg and John Dominic Crossan discussed the domination system in Jerusalem that was characterized by 

political oppression and economic exploitation. Join us as we reflect on the events leading up to Easter Sunday, 

which will include a video of John Dominic Crossan discussing presenting some of his analysis of Palm Sunday 

and Holy Week.    https://youtu.be/JdEnJtvBi84 
 

April 17th – No forum (Easter) 
 

April 24th – Racist Roots: The Film- Noel Nickle, Executive Director of the North Carolina Coalition for 

Alternatives to the Death Penalty (NCCADP) will share this newly released 30-minute film produced by the 

Center for Death Penalty Litigation that powerfully places North Carolina's modern death penalty within the 

context of 400 years of systemic racism and white supremacy. NCCADP is a grassroots coalition committed to 

ending the death penalty and creating a new vision of justice for North Carolina. After the film we'll discuss its 

impact and our calling as people of faith to end capital punishment. You can learn more about NCCADP in 

advance of the talk on their website  and see a trailer for the film here. 
 

May 1st – Conversation in Queer Theology -- Part of being an open and affirming church is believing that every 

life can help us to better understand God and ourselves. Queer theology helps us to see some of the problems 

we face when power and identity intersect. All are welcome to join us for a conversation led by Tyler Ung in 

Queer Theology where we will learn some of the basics, begin to explore what queer experiences have to teach 

us, and hopefully encounter ourselves and God in a new way!  

Monday Evening Progressive Bible Study Continues  
(Join online Mondays 7 pm) 

https://zoom.us/j/94118673022?pwd=NHNSNmFiS3lWT0lWRU9HMzQwR0FLdz09  
 

April 4th – Outer Darkness (Matthew 5:27-30, Luke 13:22-30, Matthew 18:23-35) Is there eternal punishment 

for those who do not believe in the gospel? This session offers a bird’s-eye view of how ideas about hell 

developed, and also confronts us with some of Jesus’s sayings on the subject. We’ll consider whether the 

Gospels speak of a literal hell, and whether the idea helps or hinders how Christians think and act. 
 

...continues on next page 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83482803068?pwd=TFF2eXdCd2JQdGdNOHdMOGFiTmdKUT09
https://youtu.be/JdEnJtvBi84
https://nccadp.org/
https://racistroots.org/film/
https://zoom.us/j/94118673022?pwd=NHNSNmFiS3lWT0lWRU9HMzQwR0FLdz09


 

 

adult education continued... 
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Creativity Group 
During this season, the donations to our Creativity Group will be split between Curamericas and the UCC Ukraine Emergency 

Appeal.  We hope this will encourage you to continue your generous support.  Please visit our table --- often! (Creativity 

Group has already been able to add $300 to the Casas Maternas fundraiser and to the UCC Ukraine Emergency Appeal!) 

Monday Night Study continues 

April 11th – Your Father the Devil (John 8:31-53) Our final session tackles the problematic language about “the 

Jews” found throughout the Gospel of John, including on the lips of Jesus, who was himself a lifelong observant 

Jew. We will hear how these Scriptures have been used to justify prejudice and violence against Jews to the 

present day and begin discussing ways to interpret them that promote love instead. 
 

April 18th – No session held 
 

April 25-May 23  New Study:  The Gospel of Mark 
Rather than focus on Mark as a purely written account, we will explore the role of Mark in a predominantly oral 
culture. Recent scholarship hypothesizes an original 'performance scenario' of Mark prior to its capture in writing. 
This analysis argues that the performance of Mark itself was a means to draw audiences into a non-imperial world 
based on mutual service rather than hierarchical domination. What could we take away from Mark if we viewed it as 
an oral performance told by a storyteller? Will 'hearing Mark' as a complete story, rather than just reading specific 
verses in isolation, change our understanding? We may even attempt to 'tell the story' to each other! 

 

faith in action 

 

Faith In Action Seeking Response Regarding Composting at UPUCC 

Faith in Action is considering how we, as a church, can more fully support Creation Care and Climate Justice. We 
have made considerable progress with our LEED Gold building certification and solar panels. A next step is to 
rethink UPUCC’s waste, recycling and composting options. 

FIA is considering contracting with Compost Now to start a church composting ministry. Composting reduces 

materials going into landfills and reduces greenhouse gases (especially methane) which contribute to climate 

change. By using an industrial composter we will be able to compost all foods and several hard-to-compost 

materials, such as meat/bones/fish, paper food packaging, and pizza boxes. In addition to compostable waste 

generated at the church, we would encourage members to “bring your compostable waste to church” and add it 

to the bin (either directly or in a compostable bag). Since Compost Now accepts hard-to-compost items, even 

folks who already have a backyard bin could participate. Compost Now returns up to 200 lbs of compost per year 

that UPUCC could use in the garden space. Since Compost Now is a service, there is an associated cost of ~$125/

month (< $1500/year) for weekly pick-up. Before committing to this expenditure and/or asking for donations, FIA 

would like your input. Please take a moment to let us know what you think using this SURVEY:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJ_5xvLKroMIkN75OD8I03NxqsuTOA2gI8_b91JrsO2eWZ8g/viewform  

continues on next page... 

https://creationcarecollective.org/creationjustice101/
https://www.upucc.org/about/our-building
https://compostnow.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJ_5xvLKroMIkN75OD8I03NxqsuTOA2gI8_b91JrsO2eWZ8g/viewform


 

faith in action continued... 

Seeking Volunteers for Clean Teams! (another opportunity for giving to UPUCC) 

As we continue to move toward having our church building in full use, we are seeking additional persons for our 
clean teams. 
In an effort to keep our maintenance costs low, UPUCC volunteers clean our building. Since returning to in-person 
worship last summer, two teams have been handling the cleaning of our worship space and office area (Thank you, 
teams!).  
Now that Children's Church and Youth Group are back in the building, our cleaning needs have grown. 
Weekly cleaning does not include the atrium or atrium bathrooms, which are cleaned nightly by a professional 
cleaning service. 
Ideally, four teams of volunteers (each team cleaning once/month) do a light cleaning (vacuum/dusting) of our 
space. Volunteers can choose what day of their respective week to do their portion. Tasks are clearly outlined, and 
teams decide together which tasks each person will do. 
Reserve your spot today! Contact Rebecca van Dorsten @ rebeccalvandorsten@gmail.com  

 

Advocacy Task Force Celebrates Victory for state-wide 2022 mid-term elections! 
 

UPUCC Advocacy Task Force is celebrating the progress - at least for next election - toward reducing gerrymandering in North 

Carolina! The North Carolina Supreme Court had rejected a map drawn by Republican lawmakers that effectively gave their 

party at least 10 of the state’s 14 House seats despite the fact that voters statewide are about equally divided between the 

two parties. Then a three-judge panel of the state Superior Court in Raleigh adopted a new map drawn by a nonpartisan panel 

of redistricting experts. Finally, the US Supreme Court declined to hear the case for now, paving the way for these newly drawn 

maps to be used for the upcoming midterm elections. Check out the NY Times article by clicking here. (paywall) 

Consequently, the task force agreed that we, as a congregation, should now work hard to Get Out The Vote (GOTV) for the   

mid-term elections happening November 8, 2022. Specific opportunities identified for you to consider include: 

Reconnect with Healing Transitions and assist them with registration and early voting. To assist, contact Linda Hebert 
(lnhebert1@gmail.com), Monica Lavery (monicalavery.lcsw@gmail.com) or Peter van Dorsten (pv2049@gmail.com).  

Volunteer to be a precinct official and help with the voting process 

Volunteer to be a Vote Protector with Democracy NC 

Partner with Souls to the Polls 

Common Cause -NC, a group dedicated to promoting free and fair elections in North Carolina, also has a website with some 

great ways to take action. Please help everyone have their voices heard by getting them to the polls!  

 

building and grounds 
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Racial Justice Work(ing) Group  Online 1st Tuesdays 7 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86883566465?pwd=MVJqOTJPVmkrekRsd1BadjNEQXhIZz09 
 

All are welcome to join as this group continues working on educating themselves and the congregation on issues of 

racial justice, providing specific anti-racist actions, support and accountability, and establishing relationships with 

the Black community based on trust.  For more details, please contact Renate Andrews rma8805@gmail.com 

mailto:rebeccalvandorsten@gmail.com
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/07/us/supreme-court-voting-maps.html
mailto:lnhebert1@gmail.com
mailto:monicalavery.lcsw@gmail.com
mailto:pv2049@gmail.com
https://www.wakegov.com/departments-government/board-elections/get-involved/be-precinct-official
https://democracync.org/take-action/election-protection/
https://ncpolicywatch.com/2020/08/18/souls-to-the-polls-how-churches-and-other-nonprofits-can-help-north-carolinians-vote/
https://www.commoncause.org/north-carolina/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86883566465?pwd=MVJqOTJPVmkrekRsd1BadjNEQXhIZz09
mailto:rma88805@gmail.com


- 9 - 

 

in our wider community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening at UPUCC Friday April 8! 

A thrilling, sadly funny, and gripping new 

reimagining of Ibsen’s 1882 classic.  

Fracking may be causing earthquakes in an 

Oklahoma town where tens of millions of barrels 

of oil are stored. If “The Big One” hits, the 

explosive results would be a disaster. When the 

local newspaper editor tries to blow the whistle, 

his brother, the sheriff, will go to any lengths to 

stop him, including exposing his secrets, ruining  

his reputation, and making him an Enemy of the People.  

Enemy of the People is a play that tells the story of a man following his conscience and doing what he feels is 

morally right, despite the negative impact on his reputation and his family's security. 

For more information on pre-show events (which are free and do not require a ticket to the performance!), 

evening and matinee performances, or ticket information: 

http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/enemy-of-the-people 

Or call 919-264-7089 for ticketing!  

 

 

Sign Up! JTP Summer Camp for Kids 

July 11-15- at UPUCC 

The Justice Theater Project is currently accepting 

registrations for its 2022 Youth Summer Theater Camp 

for students entering grades 2 to 9 (Fall 2022).  The 

Umstead Park Church camp is a “Stand Alone” one week 

camp where the campers create original stories and 

skits based on the themes found in “Mary Poppins, JR.” 

They will write parody lyrics and incorporate music and 

dance. (This camp is not a prerequisite for the full production camps and can be a single-week sign-up for 

your child.) Campers may also register for the two-week camp that follows at St. Francis of Assisi). 

For up-to-the-minute information, visit: http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/summer-2022.  

Call for more information at 919-264-7089 or email mreilly@thejusticetheaterproject.org.  

 

Saturday night 6:15 pm pre-show events: 

4/9 “Climate Grief” 

4/16 Meet the Playwright! 

4/23 Finding Truth Amid Media Misinformation  

http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/enemy-of-the-people
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/summer-2022
mailto:mreilly@thejusticetheaterproject.org


 

upucc april calendar 

Sat. April 2 10 am Mulching with Mary Pat. See page 1. 

  10 am Meditation Group online. Contact jkennedyfrazer@aol.com 

Sun. April 3 9 am Hybrid Forum: Enemy of the People. See page 6. 

  10:30 am Hybrid Worship: “What is Truth? (The Trial of Jesus, the Trial of Pilate, and Our Trials, Too)” 

  11:30 am Hybrid Newcomers & Inquirers Session. Contact sandersgarya@gmail.com  

  12 pm Youth Group. See page 5. Contact tyler@upucc.org 

  12 pm  Advocacy Task Force online. See page 8. 

  1 pm Faith In Action Committee online. 

Mon. April 4 7 pm Progressive Bible Lenten Study. See page 6. 

Tues. April 5 6 pm Book Group online. Contact kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group online. See page 8. 

Wed. April 6 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. Contact sheila@upucc.org 

Thurs. April 7 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  6:30 pm Youth Committee online. 

  7 pm Visioning Committee online. 

Sun. April 10 9 am Hybrid Forum: Palm Sunday - A Reflection. See page 6. 

  9:15 am Stewardship & Finance Committee online. 

  10:30 am Hybrid Palm Sunday Worship: “In 1492, the Stones Cried Out,” Tyler Ung preaching. 

  11:45 am Hybrid Music & Worship Committee. 

  11:45 am Children’s Committee online. 

  12 pm Youth Group. See page 5. 

Mon. April 11 7 pm Progressive Bible Lenten Study online. See page 7. 

Tues. April 12 6 pm Book Group online. Contact kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. April 13 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. Contact sheila@upucc.org 

Sun. April 17  No Forum will be held. 

  10:30 Easter Communion. “Now the Green Blade Rises” 

  12 pm Easter Egg Hunt & Activities. See page 4. 

  12 pm  Youth Group. See page 5. 

Mon. April 18  No Progressive Bible Study this evening. 

Tues. April 19 6 pm Book Group online. Contact kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. April 20 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. Contact sheila@upucc.org 

Thurs. April 21 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library. 

  6 pm Coordinating Council online. 

Sun.  April 24 9 am Hybrid Forum: Racist Roots: The Film. See page 6. 

  10:30 am Hybrid Worship: “Slave of All?” Congregational Meeting follows. 

  11:30 am  Hybrid UPUCC Congregational Meeting. 

  12 pm Youth Group. See page 5. 

Mon. April 25 7 pm Progressive Bible Study online. See page 7. 

Tues. April 26 6 pm Book Group online. Contact kdcorgi56@gmail.com 

Wed. April 27 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. Contact sheila@upucc.org 
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mailto:jkennedyfrazer@aol.com
mailto:sandersgarya@gmail.com
mailto:tyler@upucc.org
mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com
mailto:sheila@upucc.org
mailto:kdcorgi56@gmail.com
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