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O, how we would wish that vaccines had come to all, and we could 
move easily past this persistent pandemic… and yet, October brings:  
 

-Continued Hybrid Worship and Adult Education Offerings, see calendar page 8 and page 
5 for Adult Ed.  Highlights in worship include a special “placing of the time 
capsule,” honoring Indigenous Peoples, and observing/mourning/and giving 
thanks for 4 years with Eliseo. 

  

 -The Justice Theater’s presentation of “Every Brilliant Thing.” (See page 7.) 
 

-Several outside gatherings for Children and Youth, page 4.  
 Take a special look at the Halloween Trunk or Treat, also on page 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-The Fall Congregational Meeting, October 24th    
 As always, our fall meeting kicks of the annual stewardship drive. (Hooray! 
Right?!!) This year we are particularly focusing, among other important items, 
on some information brought to us via some great work by our Personnel 
Committee. (Sneak preview: It involves some woefully underpaid musicians.)   
A draft budget will be sent to the Congregation for review prior to the 
Congregational Meeting. 
 

-Ongoing progress toward completion of the Garden 

Scenes from last year’s Trunk or Treat (more photos on page 7). 

 
Peter, Colin, and Colin’s friend, John, 
place decking on the new 40X10 
platform, part of the garden under 
construction. 
Still constrained by the contractor’s 
schedule, we will keep you updated 
regarding next steps that will offer 
more Congregational participation in 
the continuing project! 

http://www.upucc.org
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John Shelby Spong (June 16, 1931 – September 12, 2021)  
 

I didn’t sign up for it but, a while back (I don’t know exactly how long), a religious 

newsfeed began appearing in my email on a regular basis, often daily. I read it most 

days, always with a bit of a “I wonder where they’re really coming from” skepticism. 

(You can’t trust just any news outlet, you know …especially religious ones!) 

As fate would have it, this particular newsfeed was how I first learned of John Shelby 

Spong’s death on September 12th. An enormously influential voice in progressive 

Christianity, John Shelby (Jack) Spong has been a hugely formative thinker for many of us  …and yet, this 

particular news outlet described him primarily as one who led to a great decline in the Episcopal Church and 

whose followers consisted largely of  “self-identified LGBTQ Christians and seekers or their parents.”  (Please 

don’t get me wrong. I/we will gladly affirm and fully embrace all LGBTQ folk, but the tenor of this article made 

it clear that Spong had violated the central tents of the church as the writer understood them by doing so.) 

 
I felt violated myself, and shot off a quick reply to the unsolicited newsfeed: 

What a myopic and stilted article on the broad and important work of Shelby Spong! I suppose if your 

author wrote about Jesus the day following his death, he would have painted him as a loser whose 

disciples immediately went into hiding.  Spong helped spawn a re-birth in the Church for thoughtful, 

thinking, authentic followers of Jesus. 

 

I was surprised to receive a reply: 

Thanks for the feedback. 

All best to you. 

 

Suffice it say, many further tributes have been written with a much more accurate review of Spong’s impact. I 

leave you (below) with a slightly edited version of one of the best… and I pledge to include a quote from Spong 

in many upcoming worship services. In fact, I plan to devote a homily in his honor on October 17. We have 

much yet to learn from him. 

Grateful for Spong’s wonderful voice, now departed but forever part of us, 

Our Abraham: John Shelby Spong ~ by Rev. Jim Burklo 
 

“Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his 
people.”    Genesis 25:8, NRSV 

 

Our Abraham is now gathered to his people. Fully and finally gathered into blessed memory of us all in 
the global progressive Christian movement. And gathered to folks far beyond our circle. Because, to 
put it in his own words, John Shelby Spong “lived fully and loved wastefully”, spilling out his compassion 
beyond boundaries of creed and culture. 
A good idea doesn’t catch fire among people on its own. It ignites in the popular imagination after 
being embodied and expressed by a charismatic individual in the right place and time. For progressive 
Christianity, that fire-starter was John Shelby Spong. When an erudite Episcopal bishop in a clerical 

...continued on page 3 



 
collar, preaching in an elegant voice, declared that Jesus did not literally rise from the dead, the media 
amplified it and lit a conflagration of theological controversy. The only accomplishment of his detractors – and 
there were very many – was to amplify his voice even more. 
Bishop Spong’s timing was perfect. In America, the unholy matrimony of fundamentalist and 
evangelical Christianity with right-wing politics was fully consummated. Christianity had become 
equated with opposition to science, common sense, and social progress. Mainline, moderate Christianity 
had been culturally sidelined, and was in rapid numerical decline. Along came a tall, kindly bishop with 
impeccable credentials, saying things that outraged conservative Christians. Things that other Christians, until he 
spoke, were afraid to say themselves. People were looking for a real alternative to the dominant evangelical 
paradigm of Christianity. He defined it. His firm but genteel manner of responding to his critics added to his 
gravitas. His dues as a serious, practicing Christian were fully paid long before he entered the public spotlight. He 
made it very awkward for those who accused him of heresy to deny his faithfulness. 
His timing was right in another way. Just as he became a media phenomenon, and partly because of it, a 
new movement was born. In the 1990’s his Episcopal colleague, Rev. Jim Adams, founded what is now 
known as ProgressiveChristianity.org. It became the organizational vehicle to propel John Shelby 
Spong’s understanding of the faith into expression and action worldwide. It gave a name, an identity, to 
what Jack Spong was preaching and teaching: progressive Christianity…  
Jack Spong was a mentor to us all in the progressive Christian movement. His generosity of spirit … nurtured 
generations of progressive Christian leaders. … May we ever and always “gather him to his people” by carrying 
his commitments forward! 
(Rev. Jim Burklo an ordained pastor in the United Church of Christ and the Senior Associate Dean of Religious and 
Spiritual Life at the University of Southern California.) 
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all in the family (more on page 7) 

 

Proud Grandma Shares News of First Place Win at Governor’s School 

This information was received through the grapevine begun by one Joanne, self-described as a “ridiculously 

proud grandma.” See the first performer about two minutes into this YouTube. 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WvFR64U5Llw&feature=youtu.be  

   

-Call forth and nurture our individual and collective creative gifts; 

-Delight in humor and, through joyous celebration, savor the  

goodness of life.      -from the upucc covenant 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WvFR64U5Llw&feature=youtu.be


 

children 

 

youth 
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Children & Families Outdoor Gatherings 

 Sunday- October 3 & 17 - UPUCC Playground 

 12 pm BYO Lunch & Lawn Chairs (or eat before you come!)  

Meet near the playground for: 

• crafts and games  

• time together to catch up- for parents and grandparents, too! 
• Masks required. 
Inclement weather could impact this schedule. 
 

  Sunday- October 31  - 12 pm Trunk or Treat Event - UPUCC Parking Lot 

This event offers a time for treats along with opportunities to give to others! 
Check out page 6 of this newsletter to learn about ways to give to others as                
we join in some Halloween fun! (See more photos on page 7.) 
 

 Details and Sign Up for Trunk or Treat can be found here.  

Dear Friends, 
 

It has been a month since the youth have started meeting again, and the 

weeks have been full of laughter and life! It has been a privilege to 

experience the incredible hospitality and a joy to enjoy your friendship. 
 

Our group is working on writing our own covenant so that we can be more 

fully ourselves and live into the values that we hold dear: welcome, 

kindness, and a love of fun. We'll continue to meet after church 

every week, and all are welcome to join us! (at noon) 
 

In peace, 

Tyler  

Minister with Youth 

 

Time for games at 

Youth Group 

  

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544AAAB2BA6FE3-upucc10


 

adult education 
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October Hybrid Forums Sunday 9 am 
 
October 3- AED Awareness & Training We have an AED at UPUCC! If you are asking yourself, "What's an AED?" it 
is an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) and you should join us to learn more! 
We will look at how the device works (it is way easier than you are imagining) and maintain it. Relax - you are not 
committing yourself to anything by showing up, but you might just know how to save someone's life when you 
are finished. Bring your smart phone or laptop and you'll be ready to review training any time. If you are 
interested in maintenance, you'll be able to assist there as well. 
Finally, if you already have First Aid Training this will be a great supplemental training. Session led by Reed 
Altman. 
 
October 10– UPUCC: The Beginnings After celebrating the 22nd anniversary of our first worship service by placing 
a time capsule under the AV platform in worship on October 3, we’ll take some time to share memories from 
Covenant Partners who were there at the beginning. What was it like? What were the shared hopes and dreams? 
As we send messages to the future about our shared hopes, let’s reflect on messages from the past.  (Don 
Alderman, Mark Stevens, Jim McKay)  

October 17– How the Bible Actually Works, Session 4: In this session facilitated by Brian Spears, we'll continue 
this video series with a discussion on the diversity within the Bible. 

October 24- UPUCC Congregational Meeting follows worship. No Forum will be held. 

October 31– Halloween, All Saints Day, and Dia de los Muertos How did these three traditions start? Are they 
related? Join us as we learn more about Halloween, All Saints Day and Dia de los Muertos. We’ll discuss the 
traditions associated with each, including any related personal traditions you’d like to share. 

Progressive Bible Study Monday 7 pm Online 

Continuing with materials and the approach outlined in the History in the Bible podcast from Garry Stevens 

(https://www.historyinthebible.com/), October will include sessions on the books of Leviticus and Numbers.  

 

Book Group Tuesday 6 pm Online 

Join in this online group for conversation centered on a several-week study of a particular book. Contact Kathy 

Dobbs kdobbs001@nc.rr.com for more information. 

 

Brew Theology (2nd & 4th) Thursdays 7:30 pm Online 

Building community while sitting at table, drinking craft beverages, having conversations (as of this writing, currently taking 

place online). Come hang out! Email: raleighdurhambrewtheology@email.com 

 

Meditation Group 1st Saturdays 10 am Online 

All are welcome to join this online group. Contact Bridget Blinn-Spears for details babspears@gmail.com 

https://www.historyinthebible.com/
mailto:kdobbs001@nc.rr.com
mailto:raleighdurhambrewtheology@gmail.com
mailto:babspears@gmail.com


Options & Opportunities for Early Holiday Giving 

Heifer International 

There are various ways and times to give: 

• In-Person: before or directly after worship (October 31-November 14)  Heifer Banks will also be 
available to contribute your cash in the bank of your choice.   

• Outdoors! Come to the Trunk or Treat Event October 31 following worship in the UPUCC 
parking lot. (More details on page 4) Animal Banks will greet you as you seek treats! 

• Online: https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving There will be drop down option for 
Heifer.  If you wish to designate your giving for a particular item (https://www.heifer.org/gift-
catalog/animals/index.html) email Marcia Welsh homeofwelsh@gmail.com to specify.           
Please submit gifts by November 21. 
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faith in action 

Healing Transitions Holiday Gift Drive 

As is our tradition, we support our friends at Healing Transitions by 

providing an unwrapped gift- or two- for children or grandchildren of 

the residents of Healing Transitions.   

• In Person -Gift tags with age and gender will be available after worship on October 31 outdoors at Trunk or Treat-see 

page 4 for details; or Nov.7-14. (If tags remain, a signup genius link will be provided as a remote option for giving) 

• Each gift ($20 range)  

• Return your unwrapped gift, with the tag attached, to church by November 21.  

• OR, purchase online at Amazon (preferably Amazon Smile with UPUCC as the designated charity!). Choose an 

appropriate gift. Check the “This is a gift” box when you select the gift. 

At checkout, have the item shipped to:  

                              Terri Edwards % Healing Transitions 

                              1251 Goode St. 

                               Raleigh, NC 27603 

At the Gift Message Option- put the information from the tag (ex. Boy, age 4). In the “from” box, put UPUCC. Leave 

gift unwrapped. Pay as you normally do! Please have all gifts selected and shipped by Nov. 27. 

Thank you for your support!  

Creativity Group Card Order Info! 

Creativity Group have their Christmas/Holiday cards ready for ordering! These cards have been designed for duplication so 
you can choose the number of each you wish to order. The cards are on display in the UPUCC worship space AND in the 
online 2021 Christmas Card catalog and order form, available HERE,  along with specific directions for ordering. 

Rather than store-bought cards, how about sending hand-crafted cards? Your donations are given to the Food Bank of 

Central & Eastern NC and Afghan Refugee organizations. Thank you for your orders! 

 

https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/giving
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/animals/index.html
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/animals/index.html
mailto:homeofwelsh@gmail.com
https://www.upucc.org/getting-involved/creativity-group
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Scenes from 

2020 Trunk or 

Treat Event 

 

all in the family continued from page 3 

Live Theater Returning to UPUCC  October 8-24 

“An Interactive Play  

That Shines A Light On All Things Worth Living For” 

TICKETS are available now. Reserved seating by groups for safety. 

Limited capacity. 

Email for tickets: thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com. 

SAFETY FIRST: For this show, masks required. Everyone must be 

vaccinated and show proof of vaccination. All artists, volunteers, 

patrons, and staff. 

SEATING: Reserved group seating available. Half the theater will 

be pods, the other side will be general seating. Seating will be in the round. 

The show runs 90 minutes with no intermission. http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/ 

 

in our wider community 

https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/11658/umstead-park-united-church-of-christ
mailto:thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
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Sat. Oct. 2 9 am UPUCC Choir Read Through of Advent Music in the worship space. 

  10 am Meditation Group. Contact babspears@gmail.com  

Sun. Oct. 3 9 am Forum: AED Awareness & Training. See page 5. 

  10 am  Building & Grounds Committee  

  10:30 am Worship: Vessels of Time (also the 22nd anniversary of the congregation) 

  11:45 am Advocacy Task Force 

  12 pm Youth Group 

   Children & Families Outdoor Event. See page 4. 

Mon. Oct. 4 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 5. 

Tues. Oct. 5 6 pm Book Group. Contact kdobbs001@nc.rr.com 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group. Contact rma8805@gmail.com 

Wed. Oct. 6 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Oct. 7 9:30 am Creativity Group in the library 

Sun Oct. 10 9 am Forum: UPUCC-The Beginnings See page 5. 

  9:15 am Stewardship & Finance Committee 

  10:30 am Worship: Indigenous Peoples Sunday 

  12 pm Youth Group 

Mon. Oct. 11 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 5. 

Tues. Oct. 12 6 pm Book Group 

Wed. Oct. 13 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space 

Thurs. Oct. 14 7:30 pm Brew Theology. See page 5. 

Sun. Oct 17 9 am  Forum: How The Bible Actually Works Session 4. See page 5. 

  10:30 am Worship: Remembering John Shelby Spong 

  12 pm Children & Families Outdoor Event. See page 4. 

  12 pm  Youth Group 

Mon. Oct. 18 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 5. 

Tues. Oct. 19 6 pm  Book Group 

  7 pm Racial Justice Work(ing) Group. Contact rma8805@gmail.com 

Wed. Oct. 20 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space 

Thurs. Oct. 21 5 pm  Covid Response Task Force 

  6 pm Coordinating Council 

Sun.  Oct. 24 10:30 am Worship: Speaking Truth with Love (Congregational Meeting follows worship) 

  Following worship UPUCC Congregational Meeting. See page 1. 

Mon. Oct. 25 7 pm Progressive Bible Study. See page 5. 

Tues. Oct. 26 6 pm Book Group 

Wed. Oct. 27 7 pm UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space 

Thurs. Oct. 28 7:30 pm Brew Theology. See page 5. 

Sun. Oct. 31 9 am Forum: Halloween, All Saints Day, and Dia de los Muertos. See page 5. 

  10:30 am Worship: All Hallow’s Eve 

  Following worship UPUCC Trunk or Treat Event. See page 4. 

mailto:babspears@gmail.com
mailto:kdobbs001@nc.rr.com
mailto:rma8805@gmail.com
mailto:rma8805@gmail.com

