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-LGBTQ Information Workshop November 4, page five. 

-All Saints Button Memorial November 5, page four. 

-Heifer Project, page six. 

-Healing Place Toy Drive, page six. 

-Special Speakers November 19 

 9:30 a.m.   Forum- Oxford House, page four. 

 10:30 a.m. Worship- Rev. Phil Hardy, on the new John’s River Valley Initiative, page four. 

 
In Every Challenge There is an Opportunity! 
 

A lot has been happening at UPUCC around Sanctuary this past month. See Doug’s article 

on the next page for an update. But before you turn the page (or click ahead), … speaking of 

shelter … 

We’ve known that the day would one day come when our UPUCC HVAC units would need 

to be replaced. A crack in a heat exchanger and subsequent carbon monoxide leak brought 

that eventuality quickly into reality last week. The good news is that this presented the 

opportunity to upgrade to a high efficiency system. The challenging news is that it also 

presented us with a 21K bill! In the 

long run, we save energy and repair 

costs. In the short run, the expense 

reduces our Operating Fund to a 

level much lower than makes us 

comfortable.  

…and in addition to the HVAC 

replacement, our Operating Fund 

balance took an earlier hit with this 

summer’s parking lot resurfacing. 

(Our goal is to maintain operating 

funds adequate to cover three 

months of expenses… The current balance is much lower.) 

AND YET… there is a way to meet this challenge!!  It’s pretty simple, really.        

If you have gotten behind in your 2017 pledge, we would really appreciate you catching up!  

And, if you haven't submitted your pledge for 2018 yet, please do so. ("The sooner you get 

your pledge in, the sooner S&F will stop droning on about pledging!") For more from 

Stewardship and Finance, see page seven. 

Thank you to everyone who has already submitted their pledge and time and talent forms. 

We greatly appreciate all you do to create this thriving, supportive, nurturing community we 

call UPUCC. 

Among the Important Highlights inside this November Newsletter: 

A new HVAC unit was delivered Oct. 24th. 5 men, a crane, 

two days and $21,000 later… we have heat! 

http://www.upucc.org/
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Connections Abound! 
 
Since the arrival of the Jimenez family on October 9, life has been full at UPUCC (not that it was lacking 
before!). We anticipated an uptick in activity, but the number of resulting connections has been both surprising 
and energizing. Not only are we meeting others in our own UPUCC community but people are meeting each 
other from other communities of faith and other cultures, too.  This is not a comprehensive list, but consider that 
volunteers hosting Eliseo and family (so far) come from Community UCC, Western Blvd Presbyterian and 
Temple Beth Or here in Raleigh, Covenant Christian Disciples and Good Shepherd UCC in Cary, the Chapel Hill 
Mennonites, and the Durham Brethren community. There are several others who don’t identify with a 
community of faith, and  I’m confident that through conversations now in process we will have representatives 
from our Muslim brothers and sisters soon as well. How wonderful!! 
 

Early gifts we have received through this ministry do not stop there. Our ties have been strengthened with other 

congregations who have already offered or who are studying the possibility of offering sanctuary in their places of 

worship and with organizations like the NC Council of Churches who support such endeavors. New 

relationships have formed with various media 

outlets… the usual suspects like WRAL, ABC11, 

WNCN, N&O, but also Estrella TV, Telemundo, 

PBS NewsHour, and Sojourners all reporting or in 

the process of reporting on the evolving story. Our 

National UCC ran a story (See link.) and our 

general advocacy efforts have benefited from 

contact with the offices of David Price. Last, but 

certainly not least, we are delighted for our new and 

important friends, Alerta Migratoria NC, a Latino-

based agency working with persons and families 

struggling with issues of deportation. (…and have 

you met Isabel, a delightful woman from Honduras 

who has worshipped with us each Sunday after the 

Jimenez family arrived? Isabel works for the 

company that cleans the offices of the architectural 

firm next door and our shared bathrooms.) 
 

A week or so after he arrived I saw Eliseo in the kitchen (He was cleaning something, no doubt, as he has busied 

himself continuously looking for walls to paint or things to repair.). “Eliseo,” I greeted him, “I am on my way to 

talk with David Price’s Chief of Staff. You are famous!”  

“No,” he replied. “I’m just a normal guy… who got in trouble.” 
 

I am deeply sorry for the situation that Eliseo and Gabriela presently find themselves in, but I am deeply grateful 

that we are the church that was fortunate enough to be able to work with them. They have already blessed us in 

more ways than I can enumerate and connected us with more good people than I would have ever imagined. For 

my part, I can truly add that I feel more connected to the Divine as well. 

 

…and for these blessings we add, Thanks be to God!   

 

From the Press Conference, Oct. 9: (left to right) Ivan Almonte and 

Viridiana Martinez w/Alerta Migratoria NC; Jennifer Copeland, Executive 

Director NC Council of Churches; Julie Peeples & Paul Davis, 

Congregational UCC Greensboro; Gabriela Mendoza, Eliseo Jimenez, 

Allison and Christopher Jimenez; Douglas Long, Umstead Park UCC 

Raleigh; Jenny Shultz-Thomas, Community UCC Raleigh; Isaac Villegas, 

Chapel Hill Mennonite Fellowship; and Jennie Belle, Director of 

Immigration and Farmworkers, NC Council of Churches. 

Doug 

http://www.ucc.org/news_raleigh_church_offers_sanctuary_to_father_of_four_10122017
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Heifer Project Animal Creators! 

 

Youth November Schedule 

November 5  

11:30 a.m. Meet in Youth Dungeon 

November 12  

11:30 a.m. Meet in Youth Dungeon 

November 19   

9:00 a.m. Bake Sale for Heifer! 

11:30 Youth Parent Meeting 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Following our joint November service project with Faith in Action and Youth for 

Heifer International (Bake Sale on November 19!), we will turn our thoughts 

toward Advent and the Children’s Christmas Program, which will soon be upon us!  

We invite all children to be part of our December 10, “I Will Do My Part,”  

production. Please watch for emails in the coming days with details. 

 

Creativity Group  

We appreciate the early bulk orders for Christmas 

cards. Our table will again be on display November 

5 and 12. We will have cards for all occasions, as 

well as Christmas cards for bulk orders.  Our dona-

tions this season are going to the United Church of 

Christ Disaster Relief Fund.  

Also, thank you for postage stamps, which make it 

possible for the women at Healing Transitions to 

connect with their loved ones.  

 

Thank you! 

Once again, many thanks to all who 

helped with renovations, clean up and 

reorganization of classrooms, youth 

room, craft closet and more during 

preparations for receiving Eliseo and his 

family. 

Continued gratitude to our Children’s 

Church teachers, assistants and nursery 

assistants, who make our programming 

possible! 

 



 

All Saints- November 5 Button Memorial 
As is our tradition on All Saints and All Souls Sunday, November 5, we will provide an opportunity for you to 

remember loved ones or other special persons who have died. Buttons (like those worn on clothes) are brought 

during worship to be added to our Button Memorial Banner. The buttons may have been worn by your loved 

one, or may represent them in some special manner. We will have a small supply of buttons on hand in case you 

forget to bring one. 

(Please note: November 5 at 2 a.m. we fall back to Eastern Standard Time.) 

 

 

Women and Other Revolutionaries*   
Rev. Phil Hardy, long-time friend of UPUCC, has left his post in Alamance County 

and is now the new Director of the UCC’s John’s River Valley Camp. Under Phil’s 

leadership, the camp’s Board of Directors is charting a new direction, focusing on 

JRVC as a wider center of mission for the region. 

We are fortunate to have Phil with us Sunday, November 19, both to lead in worship 

and inform us of this new journey and how we might participate at the ground level.  
 

*Rev. Hardy’s sermon title 

 

Save the Date! Caroling  
 

Join in for our annual Christmas Caroling trip (right down the road from the church) 

to Healing Transitions. We will meet at the church Sunday, December 17 at 5:30 p.m. 

and walk or drive to join the women for plenty of laughing, singing and sharing of 

good cheer.  

 

 

 worship & music 
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 Thanksgiving Day Gathering! 
 

We invite anyone who would like to share 

their Thanksgiving Day with others to join us 

between 12:30 and 5 p.m. on Thursday, 

November 23 at our home in Garner. We will 

be serving dinner at 1 p.m., followed by a 

chance to relax and enjoy dessert and some 

time together. We happily welcome you! 

Please RSVP to  womweid@earthlink.net, 

and we will send further details later.             

                         -Jane Weidig and Paula Womack 

 

 

 fellowship 

First Friday Art Walk 

November 3 

All are welcome to meet 

at Parkside Restaurant at 

6 p.m., with Art Walk to 

follow.  

 

Fellowship Dinners 

On Saturday, November 18, 

we are seeking hosts to have 

small group dinners in their 

homes to kick off the 

holidays!  Contact Michael 

Lester at mychaelee@gmail.com  

mailto:%20womweid@earthlink.net
http://parksideraleigh.com/
mailto:mychaelee@gmail.com
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LGBTQ Information Workshops November 4 

Saturday, November 4. Hosted by Adult Education 

Committee, this event will open at 8:30 a.m. with sessions 

beginning at 9:00 a.m. and conclude at 12:30 p.m. An 

assortment of workshops will be offered. Attendees can 

choose four sessions to attend. RSVP to Gina Kentopp at 

gkentopp@hotmail.com or contact Gina with questions. 

 

November  Forums 
 

November 5 - 9:30 a.m. 

LGBTQ Event Follow Up- Tricia Andrews 

hosts. 
 

November 12 - Following worship 

Farm Workers Rights- Julie Taylor, Executive 

Director for National Farm Workers Ministry, 

will share about her work. 
 

November 19 - 9:30 a.m. 

Oxford House- Karen McKinnon, Women’s 

Resource Coordinator at Oxford House Inc., 

will be speaking about this program. Tricia 

Andrews and FIA hosting. Please see page six 

for details.  
 

November 26 No forum will be held due to 

holiday weekend. 

-Look to the historical Jesus and the present Christ; 

-Search the scriptures with open-minded thoughtfulness;  

taking the Bible seriously while knowing it cannot always be taken literally; 

 

 in our wider community 

 

Presence is Power  
 

From the NC Council of Churches- Saturday, November 11, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

First Presbyterian Church 305 East Main Street, Durham 

Join us to learn some of the tools we need to show up as faithful witnesses in places of potential conflict. Train-

ers from Triangle based Ready-the-Ground, will provide basic training on how to respond in volatile situations 

to help diffuse tension. Whether violence is directed at us through verbal or physical channels, there are things 

we can do to keep the situation from escalating. In these days many of us feel called to show up in support of 

the causes we care about and call attention to things we hope to change. This kind of training helps prepare us 

to make a faithful witness for the cause of justice. This event is free, but a suggested donation of $20 would be 

appreciated to help offset expenses. To register, use this link.  

Childcare and English-to-Spanish translation will be available upon request. 

 

adult education 

mailto:gkentopp@hotmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXP0BiSUYN6o3mcLAkHvJWp10tCItlDe_zFjKH28m8Yu_nYw/viewform
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Heifer Is Coming! 
Faith in Action is again suggesting November be a month of thanksGIVING.  Everyone will have a 

wonderful opportunity to take care of Christmas gifts and give meaningfully by contributing toward an 

end to world hunger, preservation of the environment, or education for a child, to name just a few 

things. We are sponsoring a collection for Heifer International during November. The children and 

youth will be helping with a bake sale on November 19. On November 5, 12, and 19, FIA will have a 

table in the atrium before and after worship, with information about what Heifer does and the many 

regions of the world in which Heifer operates. Most importantly, we will be able to help in their work by 

purchasing shares of different animals or a whole animal, or something as diverse as a share of Women’s 

Empowerment, a biogas stove, a share of a Knitter’s Basket, or tree seedlings. Shares start at $10 for some animals, as well 

as many gifts that are under $100.  We will accept cash, checks made out to UPUCC with Heifer in the memo line, or online 

donations to https://fundraise.heifer.org/UPUCC2017.  The children of the church will again have animal piggy banks, to 

receive change (and dollars!) to vote for our favorite animals while contributing to Heifer!  Our grand totals and winning 

piggy bank will be announced Sunday, November 26. 

 
 

Oxford House Forum 
We are pleased to welcome Karen McKinnon, Women’s Resource Coordinator at Oxford House Inc., to speak at our 

Forum on November 19 at 9:30 a.m. Oxford House is a 501c3 international organization that is dedicated solely to people 

who are faced with substance use disorder/mental health challenges. They provide safe, supportive housing and a recovery 

environment for the community affected to recover and thrive. The houses are based on peer support, the democratic 

process to make decisions, accountability, self-sufficiency and personal growth. The individuals are required to find 

employment and participate in a 12-step program while residing in an Oxford House. De Paul University currently studies 

their program, and has proven through its data that when individuals enter into the program and reside for a year or more, 

they increase their opportunity for long term sobriety by 87%. The surgeon general also states that Oxford House is the 

best transitional housing program to date. Oxford House works with Healing Transitions, and Ms. McKinnon will be 

speaking about their organization, and ways in which UPUCC members may be able to assist in the 

recovery movement.  

http://www.oxfordhousenc.org/ 

 
 

2017 Healing Transitions Toy Drive 
Our Tenth Annual Healing Transitions Toy Drive is almost here! UPUCC will collect toys for the 

children of the Healing Transitions clients as the holiday season begins. For those of you who may 

be unfamiliar with Healing Transitions of Wake County, its primary mission is to help those struggling with drug addiction 

and homelessness. In fact, Healing Transitions for Women is just down the road.  

Beginning November 26, tags will be available on the Christmas tree in the Atrium. We encourage your family to take one 

or two tags. Return your unwrapped gift(s) - suitable for the age and gender of the child identified on your tag, and in the 

$15 to $20 range by December 8.  

Unlike many toy drives you may have participated in the past, we won’t be given any more information about each child 

other than their age and gender. Please note: the UNWRAPPED aspect is key, as it gives the mothers the chance to pick 

out a gift they think their child will like before wrapping it themselves.  

Please be sure to attach your tag to the gift before returning it on December 8.  

(Healing Transitions is compiling the suggested list of gifts and children’s information. We will have the list available as 

soon as possible. Thanks for considering this opportunity to give!)  

http://healing-transitions.org/ 

 

https://fundraise.heifer.org/UPUCC2017
http://www.oxfordhousenc.org/
http://healing-transitions.org/
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stewardship & finance 

 

What Does UPUCC Mean to Me? 
 

During our October pledge month, we had some wonderful "What does UPUCC 

mean to me" reflections during worship (reflection transcripts can be found 

at: http://upucc.org/about-us/sermons-more). We know UPUCC means a lot to all 

of us, and our financial pledges and time and talent offerings are ways to express this 

and ensure that our community stays vibrant. 

Our "rainbow pledge tracking thermometer" has moved from red, through orange, 
and is now standing at yellow.....can you help us get all the way to violet? We are 
targeting a pledge campaign of about $300,000, which is about 5% more than last year, 
and about 110 pledges. We are currently at  

52 Pledges plus 30 Sustainers 
Total Pledge:  $213,341 

(The three winners of the coveted UPUCC coffee mugs will be announced soon!) 

Pledge 1 of 3 ways: 

1.Forms are attached if you would like to fill out paper and drop it in the offering basket on Sunday. 

2.Forward this email to vickie@upucc.org with your pledge. 

3.Go online (even from your phone!) to http://upucc.org/donate and fill out the pledge and T&T forms. 

When you state your pledge, you can enter your total for the year, or  dollars per month/week, or even "Same as 

last year + X% or X dollars" (especially if X is big!) 2017 Pledge statements were sent via email 2 weeks ago if 

that helps with your 2018 planning. Or you can direct questions about your current pledge to Vickie Teal 

@ vickie@upucc.org. 
 

Thanks so much for helping us with our budgeting process! We couldn't do it without you. 

Sincerely, 

Stewardship and Finance Committee 

 

 building & grounds 

 

Updates from B&G.... 
 

Our 9/30 Clean Up/Fix Up Day was a huge success. Over 30 people worked, deep cleaning children's classrooms and 
copy room, sorting and cleaning sanctuary chairs, weeding planter beds, cleaning windows (inside and out!), cleaning 
gutters, securing library/classroom book cases to the wall, organizing maintenance storage and supplies and kitchen pantry, 
etc. Plus, a crew began significant work on adding a kitchen door to provide access to the storage area without walking 
through Eliseo's private space. Thanks to all who worked, including Todd, who cooked an amazing lunch for us. 
 

Bad News/Good News - Several months ago we began looking into the anticipated life span of our two HVAC units, as 
well as replacement costs. A few weeks ago during our fall preventive maintenance, we discovered the compressor needed 
to be replaced, as age/rusting had caused a CO2 leak in the office/classroom unit. The repair would cost $5,700, 
significantly more than 1/4 of the cost of replacement. After additional research, including discussions with Stewardship 
and Finance Committee, the UPUCC Coordinating Council voted to replace the unit. The new unit is up and running!  
 

I would be remiss if I didn't acknowledge that Eliseo is working behind the scenes, finding and fixing things daily. His work 

is in addition to that done by our Clean Team volunteers. (Thank you all, too!)  

-Sarah Hogan, Chair of Building and Grounds 

http://upucc.org/about-us/sermons-more
mailto:vickie@upucc.org
http://upucc.org/donate
mailto:vickie@upucc.org


  

All Volunteers Welcome 
Sign Up Genius(es)! 

In the coming days, we will be invited 

by emails generated through signup 

genius (thanks to the hours of work 

by Julie Schumacher!) to assist with 

various tasks needed to be 

accomplished around UPUCC. 

This new method of seeking 

volunteers will offer people the 

chance to self-schedule. Please 

contact peg@upucc.org if questions; 

and please… sign up! 

 

Garden Survey Update 
 

Thanks to all who participated in our 

Garden/Outdoor Space survey.  
 

Coming in 2018, we will open one or 

more listening sessions to offer 

opportunities to envision our future 

possibilities. 
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Altar Prep: 

Communion Prep: 

Coffee Set-Up: 

Greeters: 

Ushers: 

Sound System: 

Auditors: 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Clean Team: 

Eleanor Smith 

Gwen Vass 

Lori Del Negro & Roger Sommer 

Ashley and Vanessa Montague 

Sally Bean and Todd Smith 

Peter van Dorsten 

Tim Champion 

Dan Harrell 

Edward McFarland, Tracy Denson, Mark 

November 5 

Altar Prep: 

Coffee Set-Up: 

Greeters: 

Ushers: 

Sound System: 

Auditors: 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Clean Team: 

November 12 

Leslie Heavey 

Sarah Sydney & Jim Gattis 

Marianne Drexler, Ada McKerrell 

Gustavo Sa & Bonnie Shook-Sa 

Nevin Fouts 

Martha Ellers 

Chris Ousley 

Dawn McCarthy, Chris Wilms, Marcia 

Welsh, Mary Pat Peters 

November 19 

Altar Prep: 

Coffee Set-Up: 

Greeters: 

Ushers: 

Sound System: 

Auditors: 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Clean Team: 

Eleanor Smith 

TBD 

Learla & Robert Stefanics 

TBD 

TBD 

Gwen Vass 

Lee Harrison 

Tim Champion & Dan Harrell, Chris 

Ousley, Ada & Colin McKerrell 

Altar Prep: 

Coffee Set-Up: 

Greeters: 

Ushers: 

Sound System: 

Auditors: 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Clean Team: 

Michael Lester 

TBD 

TBD 

Nick & Gina Kentopp 

TBD 

Frank McKay 

Dan Harrell 

Carol & Nevin Fouts, Doug Long, 

Janice Odom, Scott Pope 

November 26 

 

 sunday volunteer calendar 

mailto:peg@upucc.org
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 all in the family 

 

New Covenant Partner! 

David Wilson, a native of Raleigh, began his 

piano studies at age 10, following in the 

footsteps of his mother and sister. These 

lessons, as well as his music experiences in 

public school, set him on a musical path that 

would eventually lead to Appalachian State 

University, where he graduated with a B.M. in 

Music Education, with concentrations in 

both Piano and Voice. Since his graduation in 

2014 he has maintained a close working 

relationship with the teachers and students of 

Wake County, and frequently collaborates with high schools on musicals, 

concerts and other educational experiences. He has a passion for 

empowering growing musicians through the acquisition of music literacy 

skills and, as a pianist, serving as a knowledgeable support in their musical 

endeavors. David joined the staff of UPUCC in September of 2016, and 

became a Covenant Partner October 29!  

David Wilson 

 
 

-Call forth and nurture our individual and collective creative 
gifts; 
 
-Delight in humor and, through joyous celebration, savor the 
goodness of life. 

 



Wed Nov. 1 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Fri. Nov. 3 5:30-7:00 p.m. Set up for LGBTQ Information Fair.  

  6:00 p.m. Fellowship Event: Parkside Restaurant and First Friday Art Walk. See page four. 

Sat. Nov. 4 9:00 a.m. LGBTQ Information Fair at UPUCC. See page five. 

Sun.  Nov. 5 2:00 a.m. Fall Back to Eastern Standard Time. 

  9:30 a.m. Forum: LGBTQ Event Follow Up.  

  10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion: Button Memorial. “Re-Member,” meditation by Doug. See page four. 

  Following worship Youth meet.  

   Newcomers & Inquirers Session in the library. 

  12:00 p.m. UPUCC Advocacy Group in the EC Conference Room. 

Tues. Nov. 7 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed. Nov. 8 3:00 p.m. Creativity Group to Healing Transitions. 

  7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Nov. 9 3:00 p.m. Brownleigh Drive Community Association in the library. 

Sat. Nov. 11 10:00 a.m. Meditation Group in the library. 

Sun. Nov. 12 9:30 a.m. Committee Meeting Time. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: “Abundance Beyond Measure,” Doug Long preaching. 

  Following worship Forum: Farm Workers’ Rights. See page five. 

   Youth meet. 

Mon.  Nov. 13 6:30 p.m. Evening Creativity Group 

Wed.  Nov. 15 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Nov. 16 Midnight UPUCC December Newsletter deadline. 

Sat. Nov. 18 9:30 a.m. Yoga with Ellen Beidler in the worship space. 

   Small Group Dinner Possibilities. See page four. 

Sun Nov. 19  Heifer Bake Sale by Youth and Children. See page three. 

  9:30 a.m. Forum: Oxford House. See page six. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: “Women and Other Revolutionaries,” Phil Hardy, Director of John’s River Valley Camp, 

guest preacher. See page four. 

  Following worship Youth Parent Meeting 

  12:00 p.m. Worship & Music Committee in the library. 

Tues. Nov. 21 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group in the library 

  7:00 p.m. Coordinating Council in the library. 

Wed.  Nov. 22 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Nov. 23  Thanksgiving Day 

Sun. Nov. 26 10:30 a.m. Worship: “Reigning Compassion,” Doug Long preaching. 

Mon. Nov. 27 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Men’s Group. Contact Reed Altman reedaltman@gmail.com for details. 

Wed. Nov. 29 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 
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mailto:reedaltman@gmail.com

