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Current ‘Sanctuary’ Needs 
 

-We are seeking someone to assist in coordinating special activities for Eliseo’s children 
while they live with Eliseo over the summer. (Their last day of school is June 10th.) Last 
summer several people included the children in movie outings, swimming opportunities, 
and occasional events. It is extremely helpful to have a coordinator for this scheduling. If 
you could help, contact Doug doug@uppucc.org. (Most of July is covered for his daughter 
attending JTP’s summer camp via scholarship.) 
 

-20 months into Eliseo and family being with us, we are assessing his needs and 
reassessing some of our processes for handling them. While nothing can compare to the 
stress that Eliseo has experienced and continues to undergo, we also acknowledge some 
burn-out on some of our key volunteers. 
 

- For the entirety of our sanctuary ministry, Renate Andrews has coordinated food and 
helpers (while serving as UPUCC Moderator much of that time!). Renate is open to 
someone else assisting in this role. (For more information, contact Renate at 
rma8805@gmail.com) 
 

- Likewise, Gary Sanders has coordinated sanctuary host volunteers. Amazingly, Gary 
chooses to continue this for the foreseeable future.  

And now... for something unexpected, but very interesting- 
Would UPUCC be able to offer space to a Jewish Congregation? 

 

A couple of weeks ago, Rabbi Raachel Jurovics, a long-time friend, contacted us about a 
very intriguing possibility. Raachel’s progressive congregation, Yavneh, has ‘nested’ in a 
larger church on the east side of Raleigh for the past 10 years. They are currently 
exploring the possibility of relocating and are interested in whether UPUCC might have 
space (primarily on Saturday mornings but a few other times during the year as well.). 
Her request conveniently occurred the day before our regularly scheduled monthly 
Coordinating Council meeting. The Council quickly decided to invite Raachel and 
members of her group for a short presentation followed by a Q and A and open 
conversation Sunday, June 16, following our regular worship. 
While this opportunity would be exciting on several levels, we do not want to ignore the 
significant and complex scheduling considerations among those already using our space 
(particularly the Justice Theater Project). 
All are invited to come June 16th. Meet Rabbi Raachel Jurovics … and bring your 
questions, concerns and hopes. 

Among the important UPUCC June events we want to make sure you don’t 
miss: 
-Joanne Kennedy Frazer presents on June 9 (Her talented daughter, Elizabeth is with us, 
too!) page seven. 
-Bridget Blinn-Spears will preach June 23rd on …‘Shameless Sex!’  
-One last opportunity to join the trip to Guatemala with Curamericas! page eight. 
-Eliseo Jimenez’ daughter and others have been granted full scholarships to JTP’s 3-Week 
Summer Camp. Help supports JTP’s wonderful efforts on June 15th for their “Send a Kid to 
Camp” fundraiser-page nine.  

http://www.upucc.org
mailto:doug@uppucc.org
mailto:rma8805@gmail.com
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A Holy Shelter 
“Be ye roofers.” -Countonmeonians 1:1 

 

I happened upon a 30-minute piece on Netflix the other night that was more relevant 
than I expected. In many respects it was a ‘fluff’ piece, nothing that will garner any 
awards for its acting or content, but on the other hand it was ‘tons better’ than many 
sermons or Sunday School lessons I’ve heard. The title of the episode caught my eye so 
I ‘mashed the button’ and gave it a shot: Prodigal Daughter [from “Easy”- Season 2, 
Episode 6]. 
 

Here’s a quick summary that will fully spoil the plot, but I still recommend watching it 
for the humor and relevance. Upon reflection, it made me squirm. 
 

In ‘Prodigal Daughter,’ affluent parents punish their senior in high school by requiring her to go to church 
against her will. There the daughter hears a Gospel reading about giving away possessions, so she flips the 
tables on her parents and starts giving away everything she can get her hands on … including some of 
their clothing, camping gear and $48,000 they had put aside in her personal bank account. The father 
goes to the grateful priest, asking that the money be returned and the priest explains the money now 
belongs to God. Meanwhile, the daughter is sincerely moved by the need of homeless persons she 
encounters while volunteering with the youth group, and consequently enraged by the hypocrisy of the 
church revealed when they announce her 48K donation did not assist the needy but instead has updated 
the church’s altar space. 
 

Funny? Well, that depends on your perspective …and what does this have to do with OUR church? 
 

We are at the cusp of a special financial campaign, largely to raise money related to our building, but 
even more specifically for our roof. (Of the 200K campaign, about half, 90K, replaces our roof. Another 
50K adds solar panels. There’s more to the campaign, of course. See the article that follows.)  
A narrow perspective would contend this effort is money spent on ourselves. That would be true if our 
building and mission was only inwardly focused …which is far from the case. 
 

Our roof does not only shelter us, but numerous community groups and ministries. There are meditation 
groups and yoga classes, advocacy for all manner of needs, town halls and youth gatherings (so, like the 
‘prodigal daughter’ referenced above, they can ask more questions and hold us more accountable!). From 
women who trudge from Healing Transitions to The Justice Theater Project to anonymous support groups, 
and hugely, Eliseo and his family in their struggle to avoid permanent separation… and maybe one day a 
Jewish community… our building has emerged as a tangible place of community in its truest sense. Under 
this roof, embrace is offered to all.  
 

I hope you think of and know this space as a ‘holy shelter’… and that you will respond to the needs to 
maintain it as such. Please read a little more of the nuts and bolts of the campaign below. 
 

Roofing with you-  
 
 

Count On Me! 
 

Over the course of the 2019 summer, UPUCC Partners and Friends will hear consistently of our Count On 
Me! campaign. Rather than trying to speak of every aspect in one fell-swoop (a long treatise, a huge 
oratory, a minor novel!) we feel shorter messages will be better ways to communicate the need and 
importance of the campaign. We want to celebrate our mission, take a look at our past, and think 
passionately about our future. We’re going reflect seriously, listen to our hearts, buck the status quo and 
have some fun! 
 

For now, here are the nuts and bolts of our Count On Me! Campaign 
 

Why?/How much?    We need to stabilize crucial aspects of our facility in order to continue living into our 
aspirational covenant. Through a series of listening sessions the Congregation has voted to forgo a more 
ambitious $900,000 campaign and opt instead to raise $200,000 for youth space improvements, roofing,  

-continued on page three... 



continued from page two...  
 
HVAC updates and sustainability efforts including solar panels and LED lighting. (Any funds left will assist 
in ‘paying down’ the principle of our mortgage.) In the meantime, we will use already designated gifts to 
proceed with our outdoor landscaping, aka ‘garden’ development. 
 

When? Commitments will be received in June and July with a celebratory gathering planned for Sunday, 
            August 18. 
How?  The centerpiece of the ‘Ask’: Tithe for One Year 
Most of us are familiar with the concept of tithing. Succinctly, to tithe is to give 10% of one’s income to 
the church.  At best, only a handful of UPUCCers come close …which is to say, tithing to the church 
remains a theoretical practice for most of us. 
 
The Count On Me! Challenge: The average pledge at UPUCC is $2800. While we are enormously 
appreciative, when considering the traditional tithe, we are very certain the average income is quite a bit 
higher than $28,000. 
 
So, what if, over the next eighteen months, we simply committed to making up the difference of one 
year’s tithe? For example, a family currently giving $2,800 annually to our Operating Budget whose 
household income is $78,000, would commit to giving the $5,000 ‘tithe’ difference to the Count On Me! 
Campaign. 

 

Next Steps? The Campaign begins in earnest on Sunday, June 9. Surprises and great progress are in store. 
Count on that! 

 

“Getting Your Affairs in Order” 

A forum was held April 14 outlining several of the ways you can express your love to those you will one 
day leave behind by… getting your affairs in order! Retired geriatrician, Neil Hall, eloquently 
emphasized the need for advanced directives and other documents that greatly assist loved ones in a 
time that is already more chaotic and unsettling than we can adequately anticipate. 
 

For a summer project, research, download and complete appropriate forms found under the ‘Advance 
Healthcare directives’ tab on the NC Secretary of State site: https://www.sosnc.gov/forms 
On the second Sunday in August we will have a notary (Thank you, Andrea!) available to stamp your 
documents.  
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adult education 

 

Book Study on Shameless  

Bridget Blinn-Spears leads a book discussion of Nadia Bolz-Weber's Shameless: A Sexual 
Reformation for the June Sunday Forums. (9:30 a.m. in the Library- June 2,16, 23, and 
30. This study was previously advertised for Wednesday evenings but has been shifted to 
allow a greater participation.) Childcare provided in the nursery. 

"Shameless" focuses on many of the ways the Institutional Church has damaged people in 
their sexual lives. Among the topics Bolz-Weber tackles: abortion, LGBTQ folk, divorce, 
and healthy sex lives. If you are in any way a sexual being (and we'd guess you are) there 
is pertinent material for you in her book. 

Bridget will use excerpts from the audio book (voiced by the author) for the discussions (That means even 
if you don't have a copy, you should feel encouraged to come!). 

 

from doug continued ... 

https://www.sosnc.gov/forms


 

from UPUCC Advocacy Task Force  
UPUCC Asks Legislators to End Gerrymandering NC 

Your UPUCC Advocacy Task Force was represented by 
Christy Tucker, Mark Stevens, Miles Schumacher, Doug 
Long, Bill Hasse, Debbie Beroth, Linda Bossert, David 
VandeVusse, Linda Hébert, Scott Pope, Neil Hall, Michelle 
Brainard, Peter van Dorsten, Richard and Ted Frazer, who 
went to the North Carolina General Assembly to lobby for 
support of HB 69 and HB 140. These bills would help 
reform the partisan gerrymandering in North Carolina. This 
groups was part of the May 7 Lobby Day sponsored by 
Common Cause to specifically address partisan, 
gerrymandering. 
 

Most informed educators believe that gerrymandering is a 
very corrosive factor in politics today. Redistricting reform can significantly reduce the incivility in politics 
today and directly benefit the immigrant, the widow and the orphan who society is challenged to protect 
throughout history by all religions. 
 

We met with Senators Alexander, Chaudri, McKissick, Blue, Nichols, Woodward, Representative Joe Johns 
and Taylor Barlow, Legal Counsel for Rep Darren Jackson, and had substantive discussions. We did not 
convince Senator Alexander to support the HB 69 or HB 140, but we did convince Alexander that his 
UPUCC constituents wanted this legislation passionately. 
 

Fortunately, all the other legislators were on board with this legislation however they had reservations 
that these bills would not come up until the courts had ruled this summer. 
We are comforted by the fact that, good lawsuits before the US Supreme Court and the NC Supreme 
Court, could positively improve redistricting in North Carolina as early as this summer. Fair Maps are a real 
possibility for NC legislative elections for the 2020 election. 
 

Finally, we presented on May 19 at the UPUCC Adult Ed Forum reflections on our experiences and what we 
gained from the experience. Our overall thought is that advocacy is very tough business when it comes to 
lobbying at the North Carolina General Assembly. For the most part it was a positive experience for most, 
and we all agreed it was worth the effort.  
We believe that getting directly involved directly with our legislators along with millions of others and 
good judicial lawsuits will eventually end partisan gerrymandering. 

 

Special Offering for June 
Pentecost Sunday, June 9, is the UCC Strengthen the Church offering which supports the 
expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local congregations. Your support of this 
offering will help the  UCC in creating a just world for all by investing in new ministries 
and practices that meet the emerging needs of local communities. Your generosity will 
plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual 

life in youth and young adults. Beginning June 2, there will be envelopes at the back of the worship space 
for those who wish to participate. 

 

faith in action  
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Creativity Group  

… will have their table of cards out on June 2, June 9, and on Father's Day, 
June 16.  Plan ahead for all your summer card needs! Beyond June 16, the 
card display will not be available for several weeks. 
Thank you for your continuing support.  



 

children 
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Children’s Church Camp - Love of Creation 
Friday, May 31, 5:30-8 pm, June 1, 9 am-noon, Sunday, June 2 Worship 

Celebrating our love of creation and our dreams for our church environs!  

With Faith In Action Committee, our summer service project-school supply collection.  
 

 May 31- 6 p.m. Friday night All are welcome! Meal catered by Carroll's Kitchen. Greg Whitt of Drum for 
Change will lead activities after. 

 June 1- Saturday morning- Creating stories, building mosaic tiles for our outdoor space, stretching with yoga 
session, interaction with wildlife! 

 June 2- Worship an opportunity for children to share their weekend experience with the congregation. 

June Youth Schedule 

May 31-June 2 

Youth Assist with Children’s Church Camp at UPUCC. 

May 19 Photos from Youth Service Project on UPUCC Grounds- clearing 
dead limbs, brush, trimming trees, enjoying popsicles and a ninja game 

after! 

 

youth 

 

Special Music Opportunity! Over the summer, Lori Del Negro will lead children who wish to join in singing a 
special song during an August worship service (practice will happen during Children’s Church hours). 



 

we love our upucc volunteers! 

June 2 
 Altar Prep: Eleanor Smith 

Communion Prep:  Gwen Vass 

 Coffee Set-Up:  Scott Pope 

 Greeters:  TBD 

 Ushers:  Scott Pope, Bill Coye 

 Sound System:  TBD 

 Auditor:  Gwen Vass 

Assistant Treasurer: Lee Harrison 

 Clean-Team: Edward McFarland,  Shawn & Jessica Holmes 

  Mark and Melanie Stevens, Linda Hébert 

June 9 

 Altar Prep: Leslie Heavey 

 Coffee Set-Up:  Elaina & Robert Richardson 

 Greeters:  TBD 

 Ushers:  Elaina & Robert Richardson 

 Sound System:  TBD 

 Auditor:  Leslie Heavey 

Assistant Treasurer: Sue Hathaway 

 Clean-Team: Mary Pat Peters, Eliseo Jimenez, 

  Elaina & Robert Richardson, Vickie Teal  

June 16 
 Altar Prep: Eleanor Smith 

 Coffee Set-Up:  TBD 

 Greeters:  The Stefanics Family 

 Ushers:  Sue Hathaway & Laura Duval 

 Sound System:  TBD 

 Auditor:  TBD  

Assistant Treasurer: Sue Hathaway 

 Clean-Team: Tim Champion & Dan Harrell,  

  Chris Ousley, Ada & Colin McKerrell 

June 23 

 Altar Prep: Michael Lester 

 Coffee Set-Up:  TBD 

 Greeters:  TBD 

 Ushers:  TBD 

 Sound System:  TBD 

 Auditor:  TBD 

Assistant Treasurer: Sue Hathaway 

 Clean-Team: Nevin & Carol Fouts,  

  Scott Pope,  Janice Odom & 

  Doug Long 
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June 30 
 Altar Prep: Laura Duval 

 Coffee Set-Up:  Roberta Ouellette & Dave McKenney 

 Greeters:  TBD 

 Ushers:  TBD 

 Sound System:  TBD 

 Auditor:  Gwen Vass 

Assistant Treasurer: Lee Harrison 

 Clean-Team: Nevin & Carol Fouts,  

  Scott Pope,  Janice Odom & 

  Doug Long 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/4307ED600A2CBE8C53-upuccschedule
http://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/4307ED600A2CBE8C53-upuccschedule


Join us for the introduction of 

Being Kin 
A book of poetry by 

Joanne Kennedy Frazer 

 
 

Sunday, June 9, 1-2pm 

 Umstead Park UCC 

8208 Brownleigh Drive, Raleigh, 
NC 27617 

≈ 

Guest performers: Seattle-based soprano Liz 
Frazer will sing selections from “Resistance,” 

a five song cycle of “Being Kin,”  

poetry put to music by composer Steven 
Luksan.  David Wilson, pianist. 

≈ 
Proceeds from book sales will benefit the UPUCC  

Sanctuary Fund which helps support Eliseo Jimenez  

who lives in sanctuary as part of our UPUCC family 

CreationDawning Publishing 

Durham, NC 

 

Author inquiries: frazer.poetry@gmail.com 
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-Recognize our identity as global 

citizens, intimately tied to and partnered 

with all of God's children in every land; 

-Demonstrate our concern for neighbor 

through service and prophetic 

voice; 

 

Standing Up To Hate 

A presentation from the  

Southern Poverty Law Center 

 

 Sunday, June 2, 1:00 p.m. 

Beth Meyer Synagogue 

Social Hall 

504 Newton Road, Raleigh 

 

all in the family   in our wider community 

 

A Celebration of Resistance 

“The ground on which we stand is Holy” 

with 

John Fife, Sanctuary Movement Founder 

Musical Guest Nantahala 

 

Wednesday, June 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

Church of Reconciliation 

110 N. Elliott Road 

Chapel Hill 27517 

 

More details regarding this event can be found here. 

mailto:frazer.poetry@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/347750319423798/?active_tab=about
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Join UPUCC Covenant Partners Traveling to 
Guatemala  Aug 3-13 with Curamericas Global
      -Written by Reed Altman 
 

Many Mayan mothers, infants, and children are finally getting the 
primary healthcare they need in Guatemala!  
 

Problem: Ten years ago, Mayan women of Guatemala’s western 
highlands, where home births are the norm, were suffering from 
one of the world’s highest maternal mortality rates, reaching 636 
deaths per 100,000 births.  
 

Solution: Casa Maternas Rural  are strategically located, 
community-built-and-owned birthing centers. Staff members are 
indigenous healthcare professionals who know and respect the local culture. The casa maternas 
model in Guatemala, which also includes community health outreach programs, has proven to be a highly 
effective and low-cost solution for reducing maternal and neonatal mortality in hard-to-reach rural 
populations. Curamericas Global helped identify, measure, prioritize, and implement these casa 
maternas. And now this model has garnered the attention of the rest of the developing world. 
 

Earlier this month, I had the privilege of traveling with a consortium of healthcare professionals to an 
international symposium on birthing clinics, casa maternas, in Huehuetenago, Guatemala. Delegates from 
Kenya, Haiti, Bolivia, and the U.S. met with stakeholders in Guatemala who use this life-saving 
methodology and shared impact-oriented data to prove it worked. Statistics and data make the case, but 
a traditional midwife, or commadrone, summed up best what is happening with her story: 
 

My name is Don Juana. I have been working twelve years as a midwife, since I was 23 years old. Thanks to this project, I have 
learned a lot and saved many lives, and we are very happy to be working together as a team. I began because of my 
grandmother, who shared the secret with me, a prayer in our culture that is special and a sacred secret. Thanks to that, I 
have worked to help women and to bring births here to the casa maternal, because I believe and trust the casa materna. If 
there is a complications, we can resolved it or refer the mother. 

 
Ten years ago, there were many maternal deaths in these communities. When mothers died, it left us with a large vacuum 
inside of us. We felt bad that we couldn’t help the mothers. Now, because of the training we have received and access to the 
casa materna, we feel that we have value and confidence that we can help the woman. If there is a danger sign, we go 
quickly to the casa maternal. Really, it is the best thing that has ever happened to us. 

 
If you find yourself thinking, “I want to see that for myself,” you are in luck! A group from UPUCC is 
going this summer (August 3-13), and there are seven more slots available for those interested to come 
along and share the experience: 

•  Meet Mario, the wonder Doctor and Program Director for Curamericas, Guatemala. 

•  Spend time with Alma, the most hospitable nurse practicing medicine at 1.5 miles above sea level. 

•  Participate with a mothers’ “care-group” run by local women- you might even get to kiss a baby or 
 two. 

•  Soak in the breath-taking scenery at Lake Atitlan and the northwestern mountains of Guatemala. 

•  Would you like to experience a Mayan Chu (hot, cleaning sauna)? How about learning to speak the 
 Chu language? 

 
Cost is roughly $3,000 per person, which includes all expenses (flights, food, accommodations, tours, 
tips, etc.) and is ENTIRELY tax deductible. The trip is coordinated by a seasoned Curamericas staff 
member who is fluent in Spanish and will travel with the group. No shots are required. Minimum age: 14. 
 
To sign up or to ask questions, contact UPUCC trip leader, Paul Foglia at phf@nc.rr.com. Paul traveled 
with a group from UPUCC who went on a similar Curamericas Global trip in 2016.   

 

all in the family continued ... 

mailto:phf@nc.rr.com
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The Justice Theater presents 

 
… an awe-inspiring gospel 

and blues musical 
 

June 7-23 - at UPUCC  
 

Contact: 

 thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com 

or 919-264-7089 and identify as 

UPUCC for the best ticket prices! 

www.thejusticetheaterproject.org 

 

in our wider community continued ... 

 

-Live justice as the social expression of love, and 

peace as the present manifestation of the world to come. 

mailto:thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org


An Easy Way...  
to give to UPUCC. Clicking on the link will reveal instructions for enabling amazon purchases to yield a % to go 
directly our church. Thanks for your help!   https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2202519  
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Sat. June 1 9:00 a.m.-noon Children’s Church Camp at UPUCC. 

Sun. June 2 9:30 a.m. Forum: Book Study on Shameless. See page three. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion: Culmination of Children’s Church Camp. Doug and children reflect, “For the 

Love of Creation.”  

  Following worship Newcomers and Inquirers Gathering in the large atrium conference room. 

  Following worship Adult Ed Committee Planning Retreat in the library until 2:30 p.m. 

Tues.  June 4 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed. June 5 2:30 p.m. Creativity Group departs for Healing Transitions. 

Fri. June 7 7:30 p.m. JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. See page 9. 

Sat. June 8 10:00 a.m. Meditation Group in the library. 

  7:30 p.m. JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. 

Sun. June 9 9:30 a.m. Committee Meeting Time. Childcare provided in the nursery. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: “Count On Me!” Also Being Kin, by Joanne Kennedy Frazer. Special music by Elizabeth (Liz) 

Frazer. UCC Strengthen the Church Offering.  

  1:00 p.m. Being Kin: Joanne Kennedy Frazer’s Book Launch. See page seven. 

  3:30 p.m. JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. 

Wed. June 12 7:30 p.m. Bell Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Fri. June 14 7:30 p.m. JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. 

Sat. June 15 9:30 a.m. Yoga with Ellen Beidler in the worship space. 

  5:30 p.m. JTP Send a Kid to Camp Fundraiser in the atrium. 

  7:30 p.m. JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. 

Sun. June 16 9:30 a.m. Forum: Book Study on Shameless. See page three. 

  10:30 a.m. Father’s Day Worship: “Father Abraham,” Doug Long preaching. Special music by Joyce Hall. 

  Following worship Conversation with Rabbi Raachel Jurovics & members of Yavneh-Raleigh. See page one. 

  3:30 p.m. JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. 

Tues. June 18 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed. June 19 7:30 p.m. Bell Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. June 20 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Coordinating Council in the library. 

  Midnight Deadline for items to be included in the UPUCC July Newsletter. 

Fri. June 21 7:30 p.m. JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. 

Sat. June 22 2:00 p.m.  JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. 

  7:30 p.m. JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. 

Sun. June 23 9:30 a.m. Forum: Book Study on Shameless. See page three. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: “Shameless Sex,” Bridget Blinn-Spears preaching. Special music by Michael Lester. 

  Following worship: UPUCC Advocacy Group in the large atrium conference room. 

  3:30 p.m. JTP presents Caroline, or Change in the worship space. 

Mon. June 24 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Men’s Group. Contact Reed Altman for details reedaltman@gmail.com 

Wed. June 26 7:30 p.m. Bell Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sun. June 30 9:30 a.m. Forum: Book Study on Shameless. See page three. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: “Be It Resolved…” Doug Long preaching. Special music by UPUCC Bell Choir. 

upucc june calendar 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2202519
mailto:reedaltman@gmail.com

