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Love Out Loud- A 2020 Pledge 
 

It’s an old adage: “Religion and politics don’t mix.” It’s a good one to remember at 
family gatherings these days. The separation of Church and State is also a principal 
we must honor. There are times however, that the Establishment Clause, the 
provenance of the principal above, requires us to speak out. There are occasions 
when politicians step over the line and in order to protect all from a biased and 
misconstrued religious perspective it is incumbent upon the followers of the faith to 
offer a corrective. Such was the case recently when 25 Jewish members of Congress 
and multiple Rabbis signed letters requesting the removal of Stephen Miller, from the 

Jewish tradition, who harmfully guides policies from the Oval office. Likewise, a recent editorial from 
Christianity Today took Christian Evangelicals to task for their seeming undying support of Trump. (From 
the Editorial: “To use an old cliché, it’s time to call a spade a spade, to say that no matter how many 
hands we win in this political poker game, we are playing with a stacked deck of gross immorality and 
ethical incompetence.”) 
 

When any faith is misused for heavy-handed political leverage, it is incumbent upon the faithful to 
speak up.  
 

That said, how do we, as followers of Jesus, respond to recent headlines such as these? 
-The Washington Post (Nov. 25): Rick Perry Believes Trump Chosen One 
-The Jerusalem Post (Dec. 14): Trump brings pastor who says Jews 'destined for hell' to Hanukkah party 
-Rolling Stone (Dec. 2): Why the Christian Right Worships Donald Trump. 
How do we respond when a Congressperson from Georgia actually compares Trump to Jesus? 
 

We, and many other progressive churches like us, proclaim that Jesus leads us to a loving, embracing, 
inclusive God… and yet, the voices of the religious right, who offer a very different understanding, 
garner the lion’s share of media attention. Further, because their vitriol sells, it gets reported. As a 
result, the impression grows that all churches fall into the same camp as the Religious Right. 
(If you were a skeptic, or just a typical millennial, and you heard that churches are supporting bigotry, 
sexism and xenophobia, would you be drawn to the Church? Is it any wonder millennials are fleeing the 
church… or never darkening its doors in the first place?) 
 

******************** 
Almost 15 years ago, when some of us were convinced the evangelical right seriously influenced the 
outcome of the presidential election then, we crafted a website: progressivechurches.org. We invited 
other area churches to sign on. This site has lived with a slightly tweaked version of our “If” statement 
and a list of supportive Triangle-based congregations alongside in the years since.  
 

In light of the coming elections, and the media focus on the evangelical right, we feel it incumbent to 
raise our voices to those searching for an alternative. To that end, on January 1, 2020, 
progressivechurches.org will be relaunched. A new paragraph will prominently lead: 
 

Love Out Loud: A 2020 Pledge 
Love extends to all within the borderless kindom of God. We embrace our sibling citizens and our 
siblings worldwide. We are all children of the same God. 
 

Does this put us at odds with wall builders? Absolutely! We refuse to acquiesce to divisions of the 
human community, the desecration of the environment, or the demeaning of women, people of 
color, and the LGBTQ+ folk. 
 

We make this 2020 pledge unabashedly—to Love Out Loud by working in this election cycle for 
policies that reflect the Divine values of equity, inclusivity and a just world for all. 
 

When politicians cross the line and use religion for their own self-serving purposes, the religious must 
speak up. In 2020, we pledge to “Love Out Loud,” and invite others to join us. 
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January Youth Schedule 

January 12 - 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

January 18-20 - Youth Winter Retreat 

January 26 - 11:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. 

 

Fun at the Youth Tacky Christmas Party 

(Youth also assisted with the Children’s Christmas Pageant) 

 

children 

 

Thank you to all who made 
our Children’s Christmas 

Pageant possible! 
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January Forums in the library. 
 

January 5 - 9:00 a.m. Brian Spears will demonstrate the process of ‘Brew Theology’ (perhaps with 
 coffee, not beer) for those who have not yet attended on Thursday nights to have a taste of the 
 sessions.  
 

January 12- following worship. Forum: Reactions, reflections, next steps for 2020 Pledge: Love Out Loud 
 and progressivechurches.org with Doug Long facilitating. 
 

January 19- 9:00 a.m. MLK Celebration. We will listen to and discuss one of King’s speeches/sermons. 
 

January 26- 9:00 a.m. Co-Housing & the Intentional Community Movement: John Silbert, speaker, will 
 provide information about this movement with special emphasis on the Triangle. 

 

New offerings (by Stan Yancey via Adult Education Committee) 
Exercising your Faith 
 

This is a monthly group to support exercise. The heck with the false dichotomy between the physical and 
the spiritual. Taking a walk is putting feet on your prayers. Starting where you are, supporting each other 
in the often-challenging realm of exercise. If you have ever struggled with keeping your exercise going, or 
even getting started. We will talk, laugh, and walk on the greenway or in the woods a little, weather 
permitting. The book we will use is Younger Next Year, by Crowley and Lodge. There is a separate book 
for men and for women. Beginning Saturday, January 25, we will meet the fourth Saturday of the month 
at 10:00 am at 3632 Willow Bluff Drive, Raleigh 27604 (the home of Stan Yancey and Elaine Rohlik). Wear 
your walking shoes and your sense of humor.  
 

Grief Group 
 

A quote by Parker Palmer reflects the tenor of this group:  
The human soul doesn’t want to be advised or fixed or saved. It simply wants to be witnessed — to be 
seen, heard and companioned exactly as it is. When we make that kind of deep bow to the soul of a 
suffering person, our respect reinforces the soul’s healing resources; the only resources that can help 
the sufferer make it through. 
 

We will walk with each other in grief. Loss is inevitable. How we live with loss is up to us. Time can heal 
wounds or fester wounds. Let us bear witness to the losses we each live with as we live on. Losses are as 
varied as we are, and include physical death, death of relationships, death of certain abilities, to name 
just a few. We will meet the fourth Sunday of the month at 6:30 pm in the church library, beginning 
Sunday, January 26. (Questions may be directed to Stan Yancey, stan@stanyancey.com. 

 

Studies Resuming 
Reading Between the Lines-a progressive Bible Study and discussion group meeting Mondays 

from 7-8:30 p.m. in the library. Readings are available in This Week email prior to each session.  
January 6 -   The Return of the scattered flock in Jeremiah 31:7-14 
January 13 - The Baptism of Jesus in Matthew 3:13-17 
January 20 - Jesus through the Lens of the first chapter of the Gospel of John  
January 27 - TBD  

 

Brew Theology: promotes healthy, meaningful, and eclectic conversations bringing all kinds of 

people to the table to talk about the things in life that really matter, find common good, and make a 
tangible difference in our community. Second and fourth Thursday nights at Lonerider Brewing (8816 Gulf 
Ct, just off Westgate, 2 miles from UPUCC). Next meeting January 9 from 7:30-9:30 pm. Facilitator: 
Brian Spears: bmspears77@gmail.com. Open to the general public/wider community. 

mailto:stan@stanyancey.com
mailto:bmspears77@gmail.com


 

stewardship & finance 
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Guest Minister, Reverend Lacey Brown to preach on January 12 
 

Recognizing a trend toward the “graying of the clergy” in the denomination (“OK…” bluntly, says Doug, 
“We’re getting old!”), over the past decade the UCC has intentionally addressed the leadership 
development of younger clergy. (You may remember the program that Kate Forer participated in.)  
The Next Generation Leadership Initiative (NGLI) equips, energizes, and empowers younger clergy who 
have accepted the calling to parish ministry as a career path in congregational settings of the United 
Church of Christ. 
There are a number of ways local churches join in this important initiative. One way is to provide 
opportunity for promising future ministers to preach in a variety of settings. 
We are delighted that Rev. Lacey Brown will be in our area early in January and we can sit in worship 
with her. (Rev. Brown serves on the staff of Central Congregational Church in Atlanta.) 
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Coming in February 
What Is Consciousness? 

A Forum with author, Dr. Regina Leffers, February 9, 2020 
 

If you would like to read “What Is Consciousness?” ahead of time, several copies are available in 
the library. So all may join in the conversation, this book is Dr. Leffers’ gift to you.  If you would 
like, you may make a donation on February 9 so she may continue to make the books available to 
all.   
 

All UPUCCers are invited to participate in a global conversation about consciousness and a discussion of 
her book, What Is Consciousness?, with Regina Leffers, PhD.  (Regina is Gina Sanders’s mom!) 
 

Regina’s degrees in Psychology and Philosophy, together with her 40+ years of daily meditation informs 
her study of consciousness.  Her book, What Is Consciousness? is the culmination of that work and the be-
ginning of these global conversations.   
 

“It is critical that we understand our own facets of consciousness – where we are, where we come from, 
and where we are developing into…” 
 

Join us after worship on February 9, in the library for this conversation. 

 

The ‘Scam’ 
In mid-December several UPUCCers received a sophisticated but bogus message that appeared to be from 
Doug Long. The confusing part was that it used the same photo that appears on Doug’s email and a very 
similar looking address. Essentially, the message requested help with emergency funds for a person in 
need, and was from a working Gmail account created to appear as Doug’s.  
If you should receive any request from Doug for emergency funds for any reason, feel more than free to 
call him (919-345-3323)… even if “he says” he has lost his phone! 
Many thanks. 

 Preparing for the New Year 
 

We are in the process of finalizing our 2020 budget. Our budget is based on pledges received. Submitting  
pledges here as soon as possible will enable the committee to base the 2020 budget on an accurate total. 
With a few additional pledges, we hope to meet our goal.                    Thank you, Stewardship & Finance 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfLArUOaMaz50d8ahP0aPQWkf1fITyNY1-iYv-yX-vFCoc0VQ/viewform
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You Can Vote Volunteer Training at UPUCC 
Saturday, January 11- 10:30-Noon 
 
Year 2020 is shaping up to be a very important election cycle in North Carolina 
and our country. To help make sure everyone has a voice in choosing our leaders, 
the UPUCCATF (Umstead Park UCC Advocacy Task Force) is inviting You Can Vote, 
a local non-profit voter registration organization, to offer volunteer training to those who want to help 
folks register to vote! This training will take place here at UPUCC on January 11th from 10:30 to noon.  
 

The training will give you the tools to offer registration assistance and provide information on early voting 
and the new Voter ID law. Once you have completed the training, You Can Vote will give you 
opportunities to join with others in teams to go into the community and grow our voting population. This 
election cycle will be pivotal to the future direction of our state and nation, so please consider how you 
can be a part of giving all voters a voice! 
 

If you’re ready to sign up for training, go to this link and find the UPUCC event: 
https://www.youcanvote.org/training 
 

If you want more information on You Can Vote, go to:  
youcanvote.org 

 
Creativity Report  

Thank you for your amazing generosity and support of our card ministry. Our Christmas season donations 
were split between support for the Jimenez family and the Count on Me campaign. Donations in October 
and November enabled us to contribute $430 to each of these causes. Our December donations will enable 
us to contribute another $275 to each of these funds.  
Donations also help provide supplies for our monthly visit to Healing Transitions, where we offer the 
opportunity for each of the ladies to make and send a card to someone. We always welcome donations of 
Forever Stamps to help us with this! 
We will have our cards available in the atrium again on Jan. 26, Feb. 2, and Feb. 9. Think Valentine’s Day! 

 
Heifer Totals 2019 

 
Thank you to all who contributed in any way to our Heifer Project this year. The 
animal banks brought in $438.92.  The bake sale collected $462.67. The specific 
purchases totaled $595.   
 

With the animal bank money, the bake sale money, and some additional funding, 
and choosing purchases based on the banks that received the most money, we 
purchased the following: 

6 llamas 
6 bee hives 
11 shares of a pig 
5 shares of tree seedlings 
1 whole sheep 
2 rabbit trios 

 

 A very generous anonymous donor contributed funds so that our church wide total was $2500!   Heifer 
International had a program where they tripled the amount sent in, so in effect we will have made an 
impact of $7500. Thank you! 

2 shares of a Heifer 
10 shares of a goat 
1 share of Women’s Empowerment 
2 shares of fish 
2 flocks of chickens 

 

https://www.youcanvote.org/training
https://www.youcanvote.org/
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¡GRACIAS POR LA VENTA DE 
PULGAS!  (Ambas la pasada y la futura....) 
 

Transitioning into the new year, I would like to thank 
everyone for their generous donations to Eliseo's yard 
sale. Our congregation gave bounteously. Special 
commendation is due to Mark and Marcie Nanney for 
contributing 2 truckloads of items. Holy Moly! I appreciate 2 
non-UPUCC hosts, Ann McCormack and Jane Smith, who 
jumped into the melee on Friday to push us through the final 

crunch. The crew that turned out for the actual sale was marvelous: Peg and Doug as always, plus Richard 
Frazer, Gary Sanders, Scott Pope, and Peter van Dorsten. Janice Odom deserves a shout out for her 
competence as cashier and unflagging composure under trying conditions. Also, many thanks to the folks 
who made purchases on Sunday. 
The total intake was over $2300!!!!!!!! (Some money given directly to Eliseo may not have been 
included.) 
I had a good time getting to know Eliseo better while working with him on the yard sale. If you missed out 
on the fun, IT'S NOT TOO LATE!  There are rumors of another sale when the weather warms up. Eliseo 
rested on his laurels for the remainder of December, cleaning out the storage shed. He welcomes all to 
save up future donations for delivery starting in February. Please join us in late March or early April for 
the eagerly-awaited (insert drum roll here):  CELEBRACION DE LAS PULGAS NUMERO DOS.                         
               -Linda Hebert        
 

Many items sold, some still here to seed a March sale!  

 

faith in action continued... 

 

With our steps toward a mutual relationship with the wider world, we will: 

-Share freely of our wealth and resources; 

-Recognize our identity as global citizens, intimately tied to and  

partnered with all of God's children in every land; 

UPUCC Wish List 

In our efforts to be conscious consumers, we are reaching out to see if anyone has any of these items 
going unused that they might consider donating to UPUCC: 

 wheelchair 

 paper shredder 

 desktop PC less than five years old 
 

Also, in a ‘feng shui’ mood? Please consider saving donations for Eliseo’s spring yard sale! 
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The Fabulous Four Clean Teams  
 Thanks for your invaluable help in this effort! 
Team One: First Sunday of each month + 5th Week of 
August 2020 
*Edward McFarland 
Mark Stevens  

Linda Hébert   
Jessica Holmes  
Shawn Holmes  
 
Team Two: Second Sunday of each month+5th Week of November 2020 
*Mary Pat Peters  
Eliseo Jimenez  
Vickie Teal  
Jenny Crisman-Kleczek   
Andrew Crisman-Kleczek  
 
Team Three: Third Sunday of each month+5th Week of March 2020 
*Dan Harrell  
Chris Ousley 
Ada McKerrell  
Colin McKerrell 
 
Team Four: Fourth Sunday of each month + 5th Week of May 2020 
*Carol Fouts  
Nevin Fouts 
Scott Pope 
Maria Mauriello 

 
We love our Sunday Volunteers! 
 
It is called Sweat Equity- giving time to UPUCC- and 
with most of these tasks, no sweating is required! 
Please sign up here. 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/4307ED600A2CBE8C53-upuccschedule


 

 
Coming to UPUCC in February 
 
The Justice Theater Project presents 
 

s w e a t 
 

February 14- March 1 
 

Regional Premiere of the 2017 Pulitzer Prize-Winner 
"Three generations of loyalty to the same company. This is 
America, right? You'd think that would mean something."   
In a local bar in Rust Belt, USA, steel workers share a lifetime 
of drinks, secrets, laughter, and friendship. The guarantee of 
working together on the factory floor erodes as an American 
way of life disappears. 
 
When one of their own is promoted into management, trust 
and friendship erode. Strikes, layoffs, lockouts and picket 
lines lead to an “us vs. them” battle over NAFTA, income 
inequality, unions, race, and loyalty. 
 
For tickets, call 919-264-7089 or email 
thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com and identify as UPUCC. 

 

in our wider community 
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all in the family 

Christmas Eve Altar  

created by 

Eleanor Smith 

mailto:thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com


Wed. Jan. 1  New Year’s Day 

Sat. Jan. 4 9:30 a.m. Yoga with Ellen Beidler in the worship space. 

  10:00 a.m. Meditation Group with Lynn Coye in the library. 

Sun. Jan. 5 9:00 a.m. Forum: What is Brew Theology? See page four. 

  10:00 a.m. Coffee Time in the atrium. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion: “Herod was Terrified,” Doug Long preaching. 

  11:30 a.m. Newcomers & Inquirers Session in the library. 

  11:30 a.m. Advocacy Group in the atrium conference room. 

  11:30  a.m. Youth meet. 

Mon. Jan. 6 7:00 p.m. Progressive Bible Study in the library. 

Tues. Jan. 7 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group in the library. 

Wed. Jan. 8 6:15 p.m. Music Literacy Group in the library. 

  7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Jan. 9 7:30 p.m. Brew Theology at Lonerider Brewing. 

Sat. Jan. 11 10:30 a.m. You Can Vote Volunteer Training. See page  

Sun. Jan. 12 9:30 a.m. Committee Meeting Time. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: Rev. Lacey Brown on “The Baptism of Jesus.” See page five. 

  Following worship Forum: 2020 Pledge: Love Out Loud. See page five. 

Mon. Jan. 13 7:00 p.m. Progressive Bible Study in the library. 

Wed. Jan. 15 6: 15 p.m. Music Literacy Group in the library. 

  7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Jan. 16 7:00 p.m. Coordinating Council in the library; Deadline for items to be included in the February newsletter. 

Sat.-Mon. Jan. 17-20  Youth Retreat. 

Sat. Jan. 18 9:30 a.m. Yoga with Ellen Beidler in the worship space. 

Sun. Jan. 19 9:00 a.m. Forum:  MLK Celebration. See page four. 

  10:00 a.m. Coffee Time in the atrium. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: “How Long IS That Moral Arc?” Doug Long preaching 

  11:30 a.m. Worship & Music Committee in the library. 

Mon. Jan. 20 7:00 p.m. Progressive Bible Study in the library. 

Tues. Jan. 21 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group in the library. 

Wed. Jan. 22 2:30 p.m. Creativity Group to Healing Transitions. 

  6:15 p.m. Music Literacy Group in the library. 

  7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Jan. 23 7:30 p.m. Brew Theology at Lonerider Brewing. 

Sat. Jan. 25 10:00 a.m. Exercising Your Faith Group. See page four. 

Sun.  Jan. 26 No Forum 

  10:30 a.m.  Worship: “Celebrating Persistence,” Doug Long preaching. 

  Following worship UPUCC Congregational Meeting & All-Church Potluck 

  6:30 p.m. Grief Group in the library. See page four. 

Mon. Jan. 27 7:00 p.m. Progressive Bible Study in the library. 

Wed. Jan. 29 6:15 p.m. Music Literacy Group in the library. 

  7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 
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