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On Friday, November 8, the National Latinx 
organization, Mijente (My People), held a one-
on-one interview with Presidential Candidate 
Elizabeth Warren. We were fortunate to be 
able to host the event for the area Latinx 
community. Several UPUCCers attended as 
well. (Someone asked if we would be willing to 

host Presidential candidates who were ‘across the aisle’ from Ms. Warren. The answer is, 
“Of course!” We’d love to introduce them to progressive Christianity!)  

 

http://www.upucc.org


 

from doug 
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Actually, It Didn’t Fall in Our Lap 
 

A little background: For the past several Sundays the Stewardship and Finance 
(S&F) Committee (Hey, can we give a shout out to these great folks who voluntarily 
take on the task of shepherding and seeking our church finances? There’s a list of 
them near the end of this article.) ...S&F has lined up more volunteers who have 
shared a portion of what UPUCC means to them. It’s part, of course, of the annual 
financial campaign that undergirds all that we do. (For an example of these stellar 
reflections, see Stan Yancey’s on p.3)  Originally, I planned for the gist of this 
column to serve as my own reflection to the Congregation, but our service was 
running long that day and I chose to save these thoughts for another time. Now is 
the time! 
 

*************** 
On the Saturday before Thanksgiving I swung by the church mid-morning to drop some things off for 
Eliseo’s yard sale (Eliseo’s yard sale? See p.8) and pulled around to the side entrance to unload them. 
As I was getting out of my car a young woman, perhaps of Indian or southeast Asian background, 
approached me. 
“Do you, per chance, have a key to the building?” she asked.  
“It just so happens, I do!” I replied and then told her, full disclosure, I was the pastor of the 
congregation. 
She explained she was here early for a JTP rehearsal and as we walked to the front door she 
mentioned… “I’m not sure what to call this place… a sanctuary or a church?” 
 

Church or sanctuary? I reflected on her question. And here is my thinking:  
We are a church that more and more is truly becoming a sanctuary.  
Let me explain. 
 

Two weeks earlier another woman approached me in the same parking lot- Jennifer Copeland, Exec. 
Dir. of the NC Council of Churches (There’s picture of her on the front page). She was part of the 
excited crowd here for Elizabeth Warren. 
“How did you land Elizabeth Warren?” she asked. 
“In truth,” I responded, “it just fell into our laps.” 
She looked at me with a friendly scowl, paused and spoke to me eye to eye. “Nothing falls in your 
lap.” 
Upon reflection, I have to admit that what Jennifer stated is probably accurate. When a National 
Latinx organization needed a place to host a One-on-One with a serious Presidential Candidate (the 
Democratic front runner at that point by some standards), they turned to us. But it didn’t fall into our 
laps. Our two years with Eliseo won their trust. 
…and when a LGBTQ seniors group wanted a place to meet and strategize, they turned to us, too. 
Similarly, The NC Gun Violence Coalition has met here recently, as has a large gathering of social 
justice oriented Catholics. None of these events ‘just happened’ here. They are extensions of who we 
are at our core… and the communities outside are recognizing our commitments.  
 

All these activities are in addition to the regular (and irregular?) church events, not to mention all 
things Eliseo, and all the Justice Theater activity as well. UPUCC is often a busy, productive place. 
 
So much ‘good’ happens here… and more and more so, our building, our church is becoming a 
sanctuary… a place of safety… a place of comfort… a home even for those who have never before been 
here. The more we become a sanctuary for all, the more good opportunities ‘fall in our lap.’ 

-continued on next page... 



 

from doug continued... 
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...continued from previous page 
 
And yes, all of this requires financial underpinning. …Guess what? 99% of our funds come from you and 
other UPUCC members and friends. Thank you to those of you who have made your pledge, and thank 
you to those who still plan to.  For those who really haven’t thought about it, well… please think about 
it. We need your support because we are still shy of our needs. (Not our goal, which is a higher 
number, but our cut-to-the-bone necessities are yet to be funded.)  The bottom line is… we still need 
about 20K in pledges for necessary expenses (for more on our budgeted needs, see S&F on p. 6). The 
end of our advertised pledge drive has passed, but S&F Co-chairs Christy Tucker and Richard Frazer, 
and members Bonnie Shook-Sa, Mark Stevens, Sue Hathaway, and Vickie Teal will still be chasing down 
you good folk we haven’t heard from yet. (That’s part of the job we elected them to do.) Make it easy 
on them. Let them know what your plans are as soon as they contact you … or even before they 
contact you. (No one wants to feel like a pest… but no one wants to cut our necessities either.)  
 
Again, thank you, thank you, thank you for all you do. Collectively, we are a church more and more 
becoming a true sanctuary. 
It’s an amazing thing to be part of. I can’t wait for more surprises to fall in our laps! 
 
Grateful to be in this with you, 

 
 
 

p.s. Yes, I have a new office assistant- Shelby. Come meet him in my office sometime. 

A Place of Belonging 
A Reflection in Worship, November 10, 2019 

Stan Yancey 
 
A place where I don’t have to leave my brain at the door.  
A place where relationships allow me to rest in my truth there is more mystery than clarity when it comes to 
faith.  
A place where it is celebrated that following Christ is one stream among many in the river of spirituality.  
 
A place where I don’t have to hide from my own brokenness because it is honored as a part of being human, 
not to be ashamed of but to accept.  
A place where laughter is really enjoyed as a nugget of grace in a world where cynicism and greed can try to 
have the last word.  
 
A place where it really is okay to wear jeans on Sunday morning.  
A place where a hug from Ted, or a “How you doing?” from Bill and Jeri drive home this is a place where I am 
cared about.   
A place where following Christ means following his example of calling into question religious legalism; that 
draws lines of division and rejection, instead of loving embrace and enjoyment of difference.  
 
A place where I am at times awed and moved by David’s piano playing.  
A place where the choir often touches me deeply, a rare church choir with about as many tenors and basses as 
altos and sopranos.  
A place where the preacher’s jokes are generally pretty funny, and I been knowing his wife a long, long, long 
time. 



 

youth 

 

Youth December Schedule 
 

December 1 - Tree Decorating & potluck following worship 

December 8 - 5:15-7 p.m. Caroling at Healing Transitions 

December 15 - Youth Tacky Christmas Party (following worship) 

No Youth Group December 23 & 30 - Happy Holidays! 

Scenes from trip to 

Cipher Escape Room. 

 

One student had Elizabeth Warren sign her 
excuse from class to attend Mijente’s Event! 

(see p.1 for Senator Warren signing it!) 
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Monday Evening Progressive Bible Study 
 

Reading Between the Lines - a progressive Bible Study and discussion group meeting Mondays from 7-8:30 
pm in the Library. Here are the respective texts to be reviewed each week in December: 
 

December 2 -    The Son of Man imagery in Matthew 24: 36-44 
December 9 -    Shoots, Stumps, Lions & Lambs - Isaiah 11:1-10 
December 16 -  Virgin Birth - Matthew 1:18-25 
December 23 -  no session to be held   
December 30 -  no session to be held  (Study resumes on January 6, 2020) 

 

children 
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December Forums  
 

December 1 - No forum this holiday weekend. 
 

December 8 - follows worship. Sermon talk-back with Doug Long (topic- Peace in Our World).  
 

December 15 - 9:00 a.m. A Meditation on the Magnificat, Mary's Song. Joanne Kennedy Frazer will 
lead a reflection on the Magnificat, Mary's song at the time of the Visitation, one of the oldest 
prayers in the traditional Christian liturgy (and one that has strong implications for social justice). 
 

December 22 - 9:00 a.m. Joseph's story--Anthony Neff will lead a discussion on the Nativity stories 
included in Matthew, which mainly focus on Joseph's point of view. What are the differences between 
Matthew and Luke’s accounts, and what could be the context behind the variances in the stories? 
 

December 29- No forum this holiday weekend. 

Heifer Project Results 

...will be announced during 
worship, December 1. Many, 
many thanks for all the bakers 
and buyers and servers during the 
past three weeks! FIA, Youth and 
Children’s committees say THANK 
YOU SO MUCH! 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
December 15 

10:30 a.m. 
The stage will be set, the costumes 
pressed and hung, the dancers and 
readers rehearsed, and the angels, 
shepherds and wise ones will be ready to 
share the story with the congregation 
during worship. 

 

adult education 

Brew Theology continues on Second and fourth Thursday nights at Lonerider Brewing (8816 Gulf Ct, 
just off Westgate, 2 miles from UPUCC) from 7:30-9:30 pm. Facilitator: Brian Spears. Next meeting is  
December 12. 



Creativity Group 
 

Thanks for your continued support of our card ministry. This year we created 475 cards through our 
bulk orders. We will continue to have individual Christmas cards available on December 1, 8, and 15. 
Consider giving a special card to coaches, teachers, hair stylists, Children’s Church teachers, mail 
carriers and others. Donations for this card season will continue to be split between support for Eliseo 
and his family and the Count on Me campaign.  

 

faith in action 
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stewardship & finance 

December Special Offering 
 

At the end of the year the UCC sponsors the Christmas Fund drive for Veterans of the 
Cross and the Emergency Fund.  In 2018, gifts to the Christmas fund enabled  

• Small pension and health benefits supplementation for retired clergy and lay 
employees 

• Emergency grants for individuals and families 
Christmas "Thank You" gift checks to 401 retired clergy and lay employees 
Envelopes are available at the back of the worship space. 

Update on UPUCC 2020 
 

Our pledge campaign officially ended on 11/24. As of 11/26, we have received $266,869 toward our 
goal of $293,000 pledges and sustainers (to reach an expected total income of $334,000). That leaves 
us about $26,000 short of our goal. (We are factoring in 82 pledges to date.)  

Our budget is tight. We have a lot of needs, and not much room to cut expenses. The pledges we 
receive now will drive the budget for next year. Without additional pledges, we will have to make some 
difficult decisions for the 2020 budget. If you haven’t submitted your pledge yet, please do so as soon 
as possible. You can submit your pledge online at http://bit.ly/UPUCCpledge or via the green paper 
forms in the back of the worship space. 
 

Gifting Assets 
At the beginning of the Count On Me! campaign this past summer, we offered people the option of 
gifting assets (stocks, mutual funds). This turned out to be a very successful way to give. A number of 
Covenant Partners chose to do this. We can’t say it was always easy to deal with each individual 
financial organization, but with a little perseverance by the donor and the treasurer, each gift came 
through. We have developed a good working relationship with the people at Wells Fargo and the entire 
process has become simplified. They’ve worked with us to keep transaction fees low and to make the 
process as efficient as possible. If you donate assets directly to UPUCC, there are no tax consequences 
for either you or the church. In fact, there may be advantages. You won’t have to pay taxes when 
assets are gifted directly, instead of paying when you sell stocks and then donate the proceeds. This is 
a great way to fulfill any pledge...or make a new one! (Many thanks to Sue Hathaway for coordinating 
this task.) 

Many things we do at UPUCC could be placed under the umbrella of Faith In Action:  
Here are some highlights for December: 

-Advocacy Task Force meets in December to continue GOTV and FOTC (Fill Out the Census!) 
-Eliseo’s Yard Sale, p.8 
-Healing Transitions Toy Drive, p. 8 
-Caroling at Healing Transitions, p. 8 

http://bit.ly/UPUCCpledge


 

 

all in the family 

The Fabulous Four Clean Teams  
 Thanks for your invaluable help in this effort! 

Team One: First Sunday of each month + 5th Week of September 2019 
*Edward McFarland 
Mark Stevens  
Linda Hébert   
Jessica Holmes  
Shawn Holmes  
 
Team Two: Second Sunday of each month+5th Week of  Dec. 2019 
*Mary Pat Peters  
Eliseo Jimenez  
Vickie Teal  
Jenny Crisman-Kleczek   
Andrew Crisman-Kleczek  
 
Team Three: Third Sunday of each month+5th Week of March 2019 
*Dan Harrell  
Chris Ousley 
Ada McKerrell  
Colin McKerrell 
 
Team Four: Fourth Sunday of each month + 5th Week of June 2019 
*Carol Fouts  
Nevin Fouts 
Scott Pope 
Maria Mauriello 

- 7 -  

New Covenant Partners 

We are delighted to welcome Jan and Jim Sweeney  
as new Covenant Partners. 

 

Sign Up Schedule for 
Sunday Volunteers 

HERE. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/4307ED600A2CBE8C53-upuccschedule


 

all in the family, faith in action continued... 

Eliseo’s Yard Sale!  
Saturday, December 7 - 8 a.m.-noon 
Eliseo will attempt to sell an accumulation of items that have been stored for 
years at UPUCC, primarily in the storage shed by the dumpsters (JTP will 
eventually use the 'newly cleaned out shed' for storage.) along with some 
items donated by UPUCCers to Eliseo's sale. (All proceeds to the Jimenez 

Family) Questions? Contact Eliseo at church, or Doug via email. Thanks!  

Count On Me Projects Moving Ahead! 

Roof Project- roofing complete, gutters next 

Solar Panels- bids coming in! 
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Next Sunday, Dec. 8-Christmas Caroling: We’ll meet at UPUCC at 5:30 pm and walk to the Healing 
Transitions campus with cookies and treats. The event should last about an hour and include lots of 
fellowship and laughter. The Jubilation Chorus will lead variety of songs, from Deck the Halls to 
Rudolph. Ask Bill Yoder for more information-yoder2000@gmail.com 
 

2019 Healing Transitions Toy Drive ...for the children of Healing Transitions’ clients. Tags listing age/
gender of each child are available on the Christmas tree in the atrium. Taking one (or more!) tag (gifts 
in the $20 range are suggested), returning the UNWRAPPED gift with the tag attached, and placing them 
under the tree by next Sunday, Dec. 8, will give the mothers a chance to pick out a gift for their child 
and wrap that gift themselves. 
 

Mr. (David) Wilson's Piano Recital/Fund Raiser: Sunday, Dec. 15 - 1:30 p.m. All are welcome to come 
hear some favorite piano pieces during the Christmas season and to support the Enloe High School 
Piano Program (held in UPUCC worship space, dimly lit by the light of our beautiful Christmas tree!). 
Donation of $10 is encouraged, but admission is free! The UPUCC Creativity Group will offer their 
handmade greeting cards for donation also to this effort during the event! Checks should be made out 
the Enloe Arts Guild (Memo: Piano). 

mailto:yoder2000@gmail.com
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Sun. Dec. 1 10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion: First Sunday of Advent. “Infinite Hope,” Doug Long preaching. 

  Following worship Potluck & Tree Decorating in the worship space. 

   UPUCC Advocacy Task Force in the large EC Conference Room. 

   Youth Group meets. 

   Newcomers & Inquirers Session in the library. 

Mon. Dec. 2 7:00 p.m. Progressive Bible Study in the library. See page five. 

Tues. Dec. 3 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

  7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Task Force in the library. 

Wed. Dec. 4 6:15 p.m. Music Literacy Group in the library 

  7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Dec. 5 5:30 p.m. Solar Task Force location TBD. 

  7:00 p.m. Garden Task Force in the atrium conference room. 

Sat. Dec. 7 8:00 a.m. Eliseo’s Yard Sale at UPUCC. See page eight. 

  10:00 a.m. Meditation Group with Lynn Coye in the library. 

Sun. Dec.8 Deadline To return gifts for Healing Transitions Christmas. 

  9:30 a.m. Committee Meeting Time. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: Second Sunday of Advent. “Peace to All,” Doug Long preaching. 

  Following worship Forum: Sermon Talk-Back with Doug Long in the library. See page five. 

  Following worship Children’s Christmas Pageant rehearsal in the worship space. 

  5:30 p.m. Depart for Caroling at Healing Transitions. 

Mon. Dec. 9 7:00 p.m. Progressive Bible Study in the library. See page five. 

Tues. Dec. 10 6:30 p.m. Coordinating Council in the large atrium conference room (bring your own dinner). Early deadline for 

items to be included in January Newsletter. 

Wed.  Dec. 11 2:30 p.m. Creativity Group departs for Healing Transitions. 

  6:15 p.m. Music Literacy Group in the library. 

  7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Dec. 12 7:30 p.m. Brew Theology at Lonerider Brewing. 

Sat. Dec. 14 9:00 a.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant rehearsal in the worship space. 

  9:30 a.m. Yoga with Ellen Beidler in the library. 

Sun. Dec. 15 9:00 a.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant rehearsal in the worship space. 

  9:00 a.m. Forum: A Meditation on the Magnificat. Joanne Kennedy Frazer leads, in the library. See page five. 

  10:00 a.m. Coffee Time in Atrium. (Come and socialize with UPUCC friends.) 

  10:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant- Joy. Doug’s Homily- “The Drama of Christmas: Playing Our Part.”   

  Following worship Worship & Music Committee meet in the library. 

   Youth Tacky Christmas Party. 

  1:30 p.m. David Wilson’s Christmas Recital/Fund Raiser in the worship space. See page …. 

Mon. Dec. 16 7:00 p.m. Progressive Bible Study in the library. See page five. 

Tues. Dec. 17 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed. Dec. 18 6:15 p.m. Music Literacy Group in the library. 

  7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

   Calendar continued on next page... 

 



 

Music of Black Nativity 

NC Museum of Art 

December 12 - 7 pm 

December 14 - 2:30 & 7 pm 

 

Full Production of Black Nativity 

NCSU Stewart Theater 

December 15 - 3 & 7:30 pm 

December 16 - 7:30 p.m. 

the justice theater project 

Email for best ticket prices: 

thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com 
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Sat. Dec. 21 11:00 a.m. A Celebration of the Life of Jerry Lipsky in the worship space. 

Sun. Dec. 22 9:00 a.m. Forum: Joseph’s Story, facilitated by Anthony Neff. See page five. 

  10:00 a.m. Coffee Time in Atrium. (Come and socialize with UPUCC friends.) 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: Fourth Sunday of Advent-Love. “Love Is and Must Be At Center,” Doug Long preaching. 

Mon. Dec. 23 7:00 p.m. Progressive Bible Study -Postponed until January 6. 

Tues. Dec. 24 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship: Lessons, Carols & Candles in the worship space. 

Thurs. Dec. 26 7:30 p.m. Brew Theology at Lonerider Brewing 

Sun. Dec. 29 10:30 a.m. Worship: “Where Are You Going?” Bill Coye preaching. 

 Dec. 30 7:00 p.m. Progressive Bible Study-Postponed until January 6. 

    

  Please note: Contributions must be postmarked by December 31 to be counted as a 2019 contribution. 

Umstead Park United Church of Christ 

December 24 • Christmas Eve Worship Service 

5:00 p.m. • Candles, Lessons, Carols 

mailto:thejusticetheaterproject@gmail.com

