
UPUCC Virtual Worship 

April 5, 2020 

Palm Sunday 
 

"There are always flowers for those who want to see them."  -Henri Matisse   

 

(As you begin, we invite you to light a Candle wherever you are at this time.) 
 

Prelude      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLuC_los2n4 

Three Madrigals: Ah, Could My Eyes Behold Thee (Movement 1) 

by Orlando di Lasso, arranged by John E. Davis 

Sonja Noykos directs 
 

Twila Kelly was a member of the Raleigh Area Flute Association’s ‘Silver Fantasy Flute Choir’. 

She remained connected to them long after her own breath was too compromised to play the flute. 

In July, 2011, she arranged for the choir to record in the UPUCC worship space. At that same 

spot, they played for Twila’s memorial in September, 2015.  

   

Call to Worship         Janice Odom 

Luke 19:29-40 

As he approached Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his 

disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will 

find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone 

asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 

Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 

As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 

They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. As he went 

along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 

When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole 

crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they 

had seen: “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and 

glory in the highest!” 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”                    (NIV) 

 

Hymn      All Glory Laud and Honor    David Wilson 
 

All glory, laud, and honor To you, O Christ, we sing 

To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring. 

The people of the Hebrews with palms adorned your way 

Our praise and prayer and anthems we offer you this day. 
 

As you received their praises, receive our prayers today, 

Whose justice and whose mercy And sovereignty hold sway. 

All glory, laud and honor to you, O Christ, we sing, 

To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLuC_los2n4


Invocation             Peg Arcari 

 

A Time with the Children           Peg Arcari 

 

A Time of Greeting … from the Diaspora!         The Haddad Family 

                 in Kalamazoo, Michigan 

 

Special Music-    ‘John the Baptist’   Randall Bramblett at UPUCC 

Randall Bramblett, in concert at UPUCC June, 2012 

Kristen Larsen accompanies on the cello 

 

John the Baptist at the no-where bar…  

John… waitin’ on Jesus 
 

…Everything’s different but nothing’s changed 

We’re living out here in the whiskey rain 

We still need shelter from the grindin’ storm 

We still need love to keep us warm 
 

…John… waitin’ on Jesus 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUcBBAoan8k 

Scripture     John 12:1-12                   Doug 
 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 

raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was 

one of those at the table with him. 

Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped 

them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 

"Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the 

poor?" (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he 

kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 

Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my 

burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me." 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because 

of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 

So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account of 

him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem.          (NRSV) 

      

Homily        “A Crowd of People… Like Us”  

 

Celebration of Gifts 

 

Prayers                        John Coggin 
                         (John Coggin joins us from Nottingham, England!)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUcBBAoan8k


 

Announcements                       Doug 

 

Affirmation of Community      Janice Odom and Doug Long 
 

We believe that all people are God’s people, that every child is holy, that every person is 

a part of the sacred family. 

We believe that God’s love embraces all, and that to exclude any person would be 

contrary to the message of Jesus. 

We proclaim that this community of faith, Umstead Park UCC, will strive to be as open 

as the radical realm of God, and as liberating as the love of Christ. 

And so we journey into our hopeful future with joy, pledging to offer each other 

welcome, compassion and care. 

May God grant us wisdom, grace, and guidance in our life together. 

 

Hymn      What Wondrous Love Is This?   David Wilson 
 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, That Christ should come in bliss, 

To bear the heavy cross, For my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the heavy cross for my soul. 
 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing! 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing! 

To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great "I Am, " 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing! 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on! 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, 

And thro' eternity, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 

And thro' eternity, I'll sing on. 

     

Benediction           Doug  
 

 In remembrance of [the Christ] heal the sick 

In remembrance of [the Christ]  feed the poor 

In remembrance of [the Christ]  always love 

In remembrance of [the Christ]  don't look above 

But in your heart, look in your heart for God               (Lyrics, slightly adapted, from ‘Celebrate Life’) 

 

Postlude   In Remembrance of Me     -from the 1972 musical "Celebrate Life" 

    by Buryl Red and Ragan Courtney 

  Sung by Young Adult Choir & Ensemble 

             The Church of Saint Paul the Apostle, NYC (August 2017) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCUfTx8dzE4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCUfTx8dzE4

