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WW

 INTRODUCTION TO

Ezekiel 
If you’ve ever had to endure 
serious consequences for 
breaking a rule or disobeying 
your parents, you’ve had a small 
taste of what Ezekiel and Daniel 
are about. God’s people have 
been carted off to Babylon. They 
are living in exile because of 
their own pride and idolatry. 
Thankfully, however, God meets 
His people at their lowest point 
with hope of restoration and 
renewal—the hope that God will 
rescue them and make things 
right again.

Ezekiel and Daniel are two of 
the strangest yet most exciting 
books in the Bible. Brimming 
with bizarre visions, wild stunts, 
and miraculous rescues, these 
books hammer home the dangers 
of prideful rebellion while 
reminding us that God never 
gives up on His people, no matter 
how low they are. And even in 
the most difficult times of our 
lives, God is at work preparing 
us to participate in His glorious 
kingdom and embody His life-
giving love in the world.

DREW DI XON

       A WORD  
       FROM

drew The Book of Ezekiel contains the divinely inspired prophecies of 
the prophet of the same name. Written primarily to the exiles in 
Babylon, the prophecies equally emphasize judgment of sins and 
the promise of hope and restoration. The message of the book 
revolves around a pivotal event in the history of Israel—the fall 
of Jerusalem in 586 BC. Prior to the announcement of Jerusalem’s 
fall, Ezekiel’s message was characterized by judgment. After the 
destruction of Jerusalem was complete and the nation was in 
exile, his message changed. He turned to a proclamation of hope, 
which is what the people then needed most. God would provide a 
new heart and a new spirit to enable the people to be faithful and 
avoid a future judgment. The Lord would establish a new temple 
and a new way of worship for the people once they were restored.

Daniel
Daniel, whose name means “God Judges” or “God’s Judge,” was 
a sixth-century BC prophet living in exile in Babylon. Daniel 
recounts key events firsthand that occurred during the Jewish 
captivity and also shares visions that were given to him by God. 
The theme of the Book of Daniel is the hope of the people of 
God during the times of the Gentiles. The book promotes hope 
by teaching that at all times “the Most High God is ruler over 
human kingdoms” (5:21). Daniel’s purpose was to exhort Israel to 
be faithful to the sovereign God of Israel during the times of the 
Gentiles. He accomplished this by recounting examples of godly 
trust and prophecies of God’s ultimate victory. 
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OUTLINE OF

Ezekiel & Daniel
OUTLINE OF EZEK IEL
I. Israel, a Rebellious House, Will Fall (1:1–24:27).

A. Ezekiel sent as God’s spokesman   
 (1:1–3:27)
B. First series of symbolic actions (4:1–7:27)
C. Vision of Israel’s doom (8:1–11:25)
D. Second series of symbolic actions   
 (12:1–14:23)
E. Parables of doom (15:1–19:14)
F. Rebukes and threats (20:1–22:31)
G. Two final parables and last    
 symbolic action (23:1–24:24)
H. News of the fall of the rebellious   
 house (24:25-27)

II. Pagan Foreign Nations Will Be Destroyed   
 (25:1–32:32).

A. Ammon (25:1-7)
B. Moab (25:8-11)
C. Edom (25:12-14)
D. Philistia (25:15-17)
E. Tyre (26:1–28:19)
F. Sidon (28:20-26)
G. Egypt (29:1–32:32)

III. Disciplined Israel Will Be Restored    
 (33:1–48:35).

A. Basis of this message of hope (33:1-20)
B. News of Jerusalem’s fall arrives     
 (33:21-33).
C. The promises of restoration (34:1–39:29)
D. The vision of restoration (40:1–48:35) 

OUTLINE OF DANIEL
I. The Godly Remnant in the Times of the  
 Gentiles (1:1-21)

A. Daniel and his friends in the Babylonian  
 captivity (1:1-7)
B. Daniel and the king’s food (1:8-16)
C. Daniel and the Lord’s reward (1:17-21)

II. God’s Sovereignty over the Times of the  
 Gentiles (2:1–7:28)

A. Daniel and the king’s dream (2:1-49)
B. Daniel’s friends and the fiery furnace  
 (3:1-30)
C. Nebuchadnezzar’s pride, madness, and  
 repentance (4:1-37)
D. Belshazzar’s feast and the writing on the  
 wall (5:1-30)
E. Daniel in the lions’ den (6:1-28)
F. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts, the  
 Ancient of Days, and the Son of Man  
 (7:1-28)

III. God’s People in the Times of the Gentiles  
 (8:1–12:13)

A. Daniel’s vision of the ram and the male  
 goat (8:1-27)
B. Daniel’s prayer and vision of the seventy  
 weeks (9:1-27)
C. Daniel and his final visions (10:1–12:13) 
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how to use
        THIS STUDY

The Daily Discipleship Guide is designed with students in mind and accomplishes two goals: it helps students follow along 
with each session of study, and provides weekly opportunities to continue studying the Bible on your own. It does this 
by providing an outline of each session and five days of Daily Devotions that primarily come out of the book of the Bible 
you are studying each session this quarter. 

The Daily Discipleship Guide opens with This Week’s Focus, a short introduction to the theme(s) that will be unpacked in each 

session. This section introduces the Central Truth in a manner that connects to the context in which you live. The Central 

Truth is the main point of the Bible passage you will be unpacking throughout the session.

EXPLORE scripture
The next page you will find in each Session of the Daily Discipleship Guide is the Explore Scripture page. This section includes 

the passage of Scripture you will be studying this week, broken down into the three sections that will be studied in turn so that 

you can follow along with your leader.

CONVERSATION questions
This portion of the study is designed to help you walk through the Scriptures of each session with your leader. The Discussion 

Questions are designed to help you to dig into Scripture and train you to look to the Bible for the answers. All questions are 

numbered “01-08” and correspond to the discussion questions found in the Conversation section of the Leader Guide so that 

you and your Bible study leader can be on the same page.

• This section also includes four different types of Context notes: History, Culture, Theology, and Context. These notes will 

help you learn how to study the Bible and apply it to the world in which you live.

NOW what?
This portion of the study is designed to highlight the Central Truth of the passage and help you apply that truth to your daily life.

• Each session contains four Now What? Questions.

• The questions are numbered “09-12” and are also included in the Leader Guide so that you can follow along with your 

leader during the group session.

DAILY devotions
Each session concludes with five Daily Devotions designed to teach you how to study the Bible on your own. These devotions 

are built around the 7 Arrows for Bible Reading. Going beyond simply understanding what the Bible says, this Bible reading 

method gives you simple tools to unpack what the Bible has to say about God, about us, and about the world we live in. Most 

importantly, the Daily Devotions will challenge you to apply the gospel to how you live at home, school, and in your community. 

These devotions are perforated so that you can tear them out if you prefer to leave your Daily Discipleship Guide at your church 

or with your leader. The Leader Guide includes a list of the passages of Scripture covered in these devotions so that your leader 

can follow along with your daily readings and follow up with you on your progress.
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STRENGTH 
TO OBEY

EZEKIEL 3:8-21

THIS WEEK’S focus
Whether it is a school assignment, getting ready for college, or keeping up 

with all the different responsibilities we have, sometimes it can all just feel 

too heavy. The lists start piling up, and even when we have too much to do, 

sometimes we can’t seem to do anything. The same reality can be true in our 

walk with God. He often calls us to follow Him in ways that seem impossible 

or out of reach. What if we fail? What if people reject us? Today we are going to 

see how the prophet Ezekiel responded to a tough call on his life: to speak God’s 

word to a wayward Israel. We will be reminded that no matter the mission, God 

gives us everything we need to answer His call.

CENTRAL truth
God gives us everything we need to answer His call.
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EXPLORE

  scripture EZEKIEL 3:8-21

EZEKIEL 3:8-11

8 “Look, I have made your face as hard as 
their faces and your forehead as hard as their 
foreheads. 9 I have made your forehead like 
a diamond, harder than flint. Don’t be afraid 
of them or discouraged by the look on their 
faces, though they are a rebellious house.” 

10 Next he said to me, “Son of man, listen 
carefully to all my words that I speak to you 
and take them to heart. 11 Go to your people, 
the exiles, and speak to them. Tell them, ‘This 
is what the Lord God says,’ whether they 
listen or refuse to listen.”

EZEKIEL 3:12-15

12 The Spirit then lifted me up, and I heard a 
loud rumbling sound behind me — bless the 
glory of the Lord in his place! — 13 with the 
sound of the living creatures’ wings brushing 
against each other and the sound of the 
wheels beside them, a loud rumbling sound. 

14 The Spirit lifted me up and took me away. 
I left in bitterness and in an angry spirit, 
and the Lord’s hand was on me powerfully. 

15 I came to the exiles at Tel-abib, who were 
living by the Chebar Canal, and I sat there 
among them stunned for seven days.

EZEKIEL 3:16-21

16 Now at the end of seven days the word 
of the Lord came to me: 17 “Son of man, I 
have made you a watchman over the house 
of Israel. When you hear a word from my 
mouth, give them a warning from me. 

18 If I say to the wicked person, ‘You will 
surely die,’ but you do not warn him —you 
don’t speak out to warn him about his wicked 
way in order to save his life — that wicked 
person will die for his iniquity. Yet I will 
hold you responsible for his blood. 19 But if 
you warn a wicked person and he does not 
turn from his wickedness or his wicked 

way, he will die for his iniquity, but you will 
have rescued yourself. 20 Now if a righteous 
person turns from his righteousness and acts 
unjustly, and I put a stumbling block in front 
of him, he will die. If you did not warn him, he 
will die because of his sin, and the righteous 
acts he did will not be remembered. Yet I will 
hold you responsible for his blood. 21 But if 
you warn the righteous person that he should 
not sin, and he does not sin, he will indeed 
live because he listened to your warning, and 
you will have rescued yourself.”
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ EZEKIEL 3:8-11.

Would you be willing to follow God’s command 
even if you knew people would not listen? 
How can you reach people who have hardened 
their hearts?

Why were God’s people being so stubborn? Why 
were their hearts hardened?

How did Israel’s disobedience affect Ezekiel’s 
call? How was Ezekiel called to respond?

.01

.02

.03

EZEKIEL 3:8-21

CONTEXT
The term “Son of man” is used 
ninety-three times in the Book of 
Ezekiel. God referred to the prophet 
Ezekiel with this title. It likely 
was used to emphasize Ezekiel’s 
mortality and humanity. He was a 
human vessel being used by God. 
He was totally set apart from God 
and would need to completely 
depend on God’s power to 
strengthen him for the task. Later, 
Jesus would refer to Himself as the 
"Son of Man." In that case, this title 
emphasized the fact that Jesus was 
fully human in the flesh, while also 
being fully God. Later this winter, 
we will read that the prophet Daniel 
had a vision in which God gave “the 
son of man” an everlasting kingdom 
over all nations (Dan. 7:13-14). 
Jesus used this title over 100 times 
to refer to Himself and His mission 
of establishing God’s kingdom 
on earth.
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READ EZEKIEL 3:12-15.

Why do you think Ezekiel left God’s presence 
bitter and angry?

Have you ever been frustrated, upset, or even 
scared at something God was leading you to 
do? Why?

READ EZEKIEL 3:16-21.

Why did God commission Ezekiel as 
a watchman? What did that mean for 
Ezekiel’s mission?

What were Ezekiel’s instructions? 

What can we learn from Ezekiel’s call to speak 
the words of God no matter what?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

HISTORY
“Watchman” was a common image 
used for Old Testament prophets 
(Isa. 56:10; Jer. 6:17; Hos. 9:8; 
Hab. 2:1). In the ancient world, 
watchmen were guards who would 
be stationed at specific outposts 
or high on a city wall. Their job 
was to keep an eye on the horizon. 
They would be the first to spot a 
threat coming toward the people. 
In battle, watchmen would do the 
same thing, keeping an eye out 
for potential threats to an army. 
If anything should happen, they 
would sound the alarm. That’s 
exactly what Ezekiel and other 
prophets were doing in a spiritual 
sense—they were keeping a keen 
eye open for threats to the spiritual 
lives of God’s people. When they 
saw those threats, their job was to 
warn God’s people of the danger of 
their sin.

We have new animated videos! 
Access video 1 on why 
Ezekiel matters at 
goexplorethebible.com/students
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NOW

 what?
EZEKIEL 3:8-21

How can we learn from Ezekiel to 
be obedient, no matter what God 
calls us to?

How has God equipped us for the 
unique call on our lives? How 
do we discover what that call 
might be?

.09 .10

What are some specific ways 
that we can trust Jesus to 
strengthen us, even when we feel 
overwhelmed?

Where do you need a reminder 
of the truth like the Israelites 
did? Is there any sin that you 
need to turn away from?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
God gives us everything we need to answer His call.
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day 1

EZEKIEL 
3:1-7
DWELL
Many of Ezekiel’s encounters with God in this book 
happened in the form of visions. In this vision, God 
instructed Ezekiel to eat a scroll before he went to 
speak to the Israelites. Why would God ask Ezekiel to 
do such a weird thing? The important part was actually 
the words that were written on the scroll: these were 
the words that Ezekiel was to proclaim to God’s people. 
Ezekiel needed to do more than hear the words; he 
needed to devour them, to make them almost part of 
himself. And even though the words would be harsh 
ones of judgment against God’s stubborn, wayward 
people, the scroll tasted sweet in Ezekiel’s mouth. Even 
when God’s message is one we don’t want to hear, His 
will for us is always good.

What does it mean that Israel was 
"hardheaded and hardhearted" (v. 7)?

How can you work on listening better when 
people share difficult truths with you?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Ezekiel 3:4 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Ask God to soften your heart and your head when you 
don’t want to listen to His truth.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE EZEKIEL 3:4

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?

daily discipleship guide | 10



day 3

EZEKIEL 
3:12-15
DWELL
Up until this point, God had been communicating to 
Ezekiel through a vision that included four strange 
winged creatures (1:4-25), above whom was a throne 
carrying a likeness of the glory of God (1:26-28). Now that 
God had said what He needed to, the creatures departed 
with a loud rumbling noise and the vision ended. Ezekiel 
felt the Lord’s power driving him, but unsurprisingly, he 
wasn’t happy about the task ahead of him. In fact, he 
was bitter and angry. Rather than beginning to prophesy 
immediately, he sat overwhelmed for seven days while 
he processed what God had told him.

Why did God use a vision to speak to 
Ezekiel? Why didn’t He just speak to 
Ezekiel directly?

What can we learn from Ezekiel’s 
response to God’s call? How can we apply 
this to our own lives?

MEMORIZE
Break Ezekiel 3:4 into 3–5 smaller parts and try to recite 
a different part to yourself from memory throughout 
each day.

PRAY
Thank God that when He gives us difficult tasks, He 
gives us everything we need to accomplish those 
tasks—including time to process. 

day 2

EZEKIEL 
3:8-11
DWELL

Why did God give Ezekiel a hard head? 
How would that help him?

What does it mean to take God’s words to 
heart? How can you practice that in your 
daily life?

God knew that the task He was giving Ezekiel wouldn’t 
be easy. The words He would give the prophet would 
be difficult to hear, and the Israelites wouldn’t want 
to listen. It would be tempting for Ezekiel to give up. 
But it was important that he shared God’s words. God’s 
people needed to know the danger they were heading 
toward if they continued on their present course. So 
God gave Ezekiel a “hard head” to match the Israelites’ 
hard heads—in other words, He gave the prophet the 
ability to be as stubborn and tough as the Israelites 
would be. They wouldn’t listen, but Ezekiel would be 
able to persist in speaking God’s truth anyway.

MEMORIZE
Write Ezekiel 3:4 on a note card and place it in a folder 
or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Thank God that His words to us are always for our good 
and His glory.
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day 5

ACTS 
18:1-6
DWELL

Why did Paul stop preaching to the Jews 
in Corinth? Why did he say that he would 
instead go to the Gentiles?

What can we learn from Paul here about how 
we are called to share the message of Jesus?

Much like God had called Ezekiel to prophesy to the 
Israelites, Jesus called Paul to share His name with 
people who would not necessarily listen. As a devout 
Jew, Paul knew that God’s call to share His word wasn’t 
a responsibility to be taken lightly. But Paul also knew 
that it wasn’t his job to convince those who would not 
accept this message—his job was simply to spread the 
news of Jesus. Sure enough, the Jews in Corinth would 
not listen despite Paul’s repeated attempts to persuade 
them. So, he left the synagogue, but not before giving a 
dramatic warning to the Jews. They, not Paul, would be 
responsible for the consequences of their not listening; 
Paul had done what Jesus asked of him.

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Ezekiel 3:4 aloud from memory with 
a friend or family member. They can prompt you with 
the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God for including us in His work by calling us to 
share His love and hope with those around us.

day 4

EZEKIEL 
3:16-21
DWELL
Because of the Israelites' rebellion against God and 
their stubborn refusal to follow His commands, they 
were in danger of judgment from the Lord. Since God 
had made this danger so clear to Ezekiel, the prophet 
would be responsible for the consequences if he didn’t 
pass on the warnings to the people as God instructed 
him. If the people died because of their sin and Ezekiel 
hadn’t warned them first, God said their death would 
be Ezekiel’s fault! If he did pass on the messages, 
however, then God would not hold Ezekiel responsible, 
even if the people still did not listen.

Why did God issue this warning to Ezekiel? 
Do you think this was fair?

What does this passage teach us about 
the responsibility we have to one another 
as believers?

MEMORIZE
Draw Ezekiel 3:4 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the 
most important words and phrases. Hang it in your 
room or locker.

PRAY
Ask God to give you courage to speak difficult truths to 
others in your life when He calls you to do so.
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HOPE IN 
DARKNESS

EZEKIEL 11:2-4,14-21

THIS WEEK’S focus
It’s never fun getting your hopes up about something only to have it fall 

through. Hope is a powerful reality that can pull us through the darkest of 

times. When we are working hard, we hope for the moment we can finally 

rest. When we experience loss or grief, we hope for the day that it won’t hurt 

anymore. Because we live in a broken world, we will all experience hardship, 

pain, and trial. But God’s hope remains even in the darkest of times. His hope 

isn’t flimsy or temporary, either—it is an anchor for our souls. The Israelites 

had to cling to the hope of God while they were exiled far from home. Those 

who chose to rebel against God would experience His judgment. But our text 

today will remind us that even in judgment, God offers us hope.

CENTRAL truth
Even in judgment, God offers us hope.
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EZEKIEL 11:2-4

2 The Lord said to me, “Son of man, these 
are the men who plot evil and give wicked 
advice in this city. 3 They are saying, ‘Isn’t the 

time near to build houses? The city is the pot, 
and we are the meat.’ 4 Therefore, prophesy 
against them. Prophesy, son of man!”

EZEKIEL 11:14-17

14 The word of the Lord came to me again: 

15 “Son of man, your own relatives, those 
who have the right to redeem your property, 
along with the entire house of Israel — all 
of them — are those to whom the residents 
of Jerusalem have said, ‘You are far from 
the Lord; this land has been given to us 
as a possession.’ 16 “Therefore say, ‘This is 
what the Lord God says: Though I sent them 

far away among the nations and scattered 
them among the countries, yet for a little 
while I have been a sanctuary for them 
in the countries where they have gone.’ 

17 “Therefore say, ‘This is what the Lord God 
says: I will gather you from the peoples and 
assemble you from the countries where you 
have been scattered, and I will give you the 
land of Israel.’

EZEKIEL 11:18-21

18 “When they arrive there, they will 
remove all its abhorrent acts and detestable 
practices from it. 19 I will give them 
integrity of heart and put a new spirit 
within them; I will remove their heart of 
stone from their bodies and give them a 
heart of flesh, 20 so that they will follow 

my statutes, keep my ordinances, and 
practice them. They will be my people, and I 
will be their God. 21 But as for those whose 
hearts pursue their desire for abhorrent acts 
and detestable practices, I will bring their 
conduct down on their own heads.” This is 
the declaration of the Lord God.

EXPLORE

  scripture EZEKIEL 11:2-4,14-21
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ EZEKIEL 11:2-4.

Have you gotten advice from someone that you 
wanted to be true, but it really wasn’t? How can 
sin make us hear what we want, but not always 
the truth?

What were the men telling the Israelites? What 
was wrong with their instructions?

How are you tempted to water down the truth? 
Are there aspects of the gospel that you want 
to make easier to accept?

.01

.02

.03

EZEKIEL 11:2-4,14-21

CULTURE
One of the reasons God was so fed 
up with the Israelites, and why He 
called Ezekiel to prophesy, was their 
rampant idolatry. The people were 
putting their hopes in the wrong 
place. Chapters 8–11 tell of one 
overarching vision of the temple in 
Jerusalem and how the Israelites 
were giving way to endless idols, 
both inside and outside the temple. 
In Ezekiel’s day, those idols usually 
looked like literal statues to other 
gods or ceremonies in the name 
of other gods. Today, our idols 
aren’t always as explicit. They can 
take the form of any idea, thing, 
person, or practice that we put 
above God. Regardless, we are just 
as susceptible to putting our hope 
in the wrong places.
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READ EZEKIEL 11:14-17.

Why was it such a lie that God was far from the 
exiles in Babylon? How do we also doubt God’s 
presence in difficult seasons of our life?

What did God promise the exiles (v. 17)? How 
did that promise give them hope for the future?

READ EZEKIEL 11:18-21.

What does it mean to have integrity of heart 
(v.19)? Why did God need to give the people 
new hearts?

How do these new hearts point forward to the 
coming work of Christ?

When are you most tempted to let your heart 
be divided? What or who most often pulls you 
away from being fully devoted to God?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

THEOLOGY
The residents of Jerusalem seemed 
to think that God’s presence was 
not also with the exiles in Babylon. 
This was because God’s presence 
had historically been represented at 
the temple or the tabernacle. When 
the Israelites began to be exiled, 
many who remained were under 
the false impression that God could 
not go with them. But even before 
God sent His Holy Spirit after 
Christ’s ascension, God was just 
as able to be present anywhere He 
chose (Ps. 139). This is referred to as 
God’s omnipresence (“all present” 
or “everywhere present”).
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NOW

 what?
EZEKIEL 11:2-4,14-21

What are some ways you find 
it difficult to place your hope 
in Christ?

How are you challenged to 
uphold the whole truth of the 
gospel when you are talking 
to friends?

.09 .10

What was a time you felt far 
from God? What promises 
of God remind you that He is 
always near?

How can you pursue God with 
your whole heart this week? 
Is there anything getting in 
the way?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
Even in judgment, God offers us hope.
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day 1

EZEKIEL 
11:1-4
DWELL

Why did God say that the advice from the 
leaders was “wicked” (v. 2)? What was 
wrong with giving the people hope?

What are some things you put your trust 
in other than God? How can you trust in 
God more?

The metaphor the Israelite leaders used in Ezekiel’s 
vision might be confusing at first. What did they mean 
by “the city is the pot, and we are the meat” (v. 3)? Most 
interpreters believe that the pot represents safety, 
protecting the meat from the cooking fire. The “fire” is 
the judgment of God, in the form of Babylon’s armies. 
The leaders were giving the people false hope, telling 
them that the time of God’s judgment was over and it 
was safe for them to settle down in the city. They were 
encouraging the people to trust in the protection of the 
city walls, rather than the protection of the Lord. When 
we place our ultimate hope in anything other than God, 
we are standing on shaky ground.

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Ezekiel 11:20 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Thank God that He is our trustworthy, never-failing 
source of hope.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE EZEKIEL 11:20

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

EZEKIEL 
11:14-17
DWELL
The Israelites who were still living in Jerusalem had a 
false understanding of God’s judgment. They thought 
that because they had been left safely in Jerusalem 
while others had been taken captive in Babylon, they 
were more righteous than the exiles. They assumed 
God was far away from the exiles. In reality, they had 
it all wrong. Our Almighty God will be with His people 
wherever they are, and in Babylon He was teaching 
the exiles to worship Him truly. Even though they had 
been scattered far from their home, He did not leave 
them without hope. He promised that one day He 
would return them to Israel.

What does the attitude of the Israelites in 
Jerusalem teach us about their hearts? 
Were they truly righteous, like they thought? 

How can we encourage one another to 
trust that God is present with us, no 
matter what we’re going through?

MEMORIZE
Break Ezekiel 11:20 into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Ask God to show you that He can work in even the 
parts of your life you fear are too difficult for Him.

day 2

EZEKIEL 
11:5-13
DWELL
The warning that God told Ezekiel to give the leaders 
was grim and graphic. The city walls of Jerusalem 
would not protect the people as the leaders were 
claiming. The “pot” (that is, the city) would indeed be 
filled with “meat” (see v. 3), but not in the way they 
claimed. The “meat” would actually be the people who 
would be killed—as well as the many who had already 
been slain—due to the leaders’ negligence. God’s 
judgment would fall on the leaders and the people of 
Israel because rather than worshiping the Lord and 
following His commands, they had been worshiping 
idols and following the examples of other nations.

Why would God give such a grim message 
of destruction to a nation He loved? 

What have been some consequences in 
your own life when you trusted in things 
other than God for your hope?

MEMORIZE
Write Ezekiel 11:20 on a note card and place it in a 
folder or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it 
to yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Pray that you would turn your focus back to God when 
you find yourself tempted to put your trust elsewhere.
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day 5

PSALM 
51:7-12
DWELL
None of us can fix our own sin problem. The rituals 
and sacrifices that God commanded His people to 
perform were only a temporary solution, and even 
then it was their attitude of repentance and faith that 
truly restored their relationship to God, not the ritual 
actions themselves. David knew this, and in this psalm 
of repentance he pleaded with God in faith to cleanse 
him from his sin, and to give him a new heart and spirit. 
God never expects us to fix ourselves before we come to 
Him—when we come to Him in faith and humility, He 
meets us where we’re at. 

What are some of the things David asked 
God to do in this psalm? Why did he ask 
for these things?

In what ways do you try to “fix” yourself to 
be right with God? Why won’t this work? 
What should you do instead?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Ezekiel 11:20 aloud from memory 
with a friend or family member. They can prompt you 
with the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Read this passage out loud or silently to yourself as 
a prayer. You can write it in your own words first if 
you’d like.

day 4

EZEKIEL 
11:18-21
DWELL
God promised to bring the exiles back to Israel after 
a time—but He wasn’t interested in simply moving 
people from place to place. His desire is always for our 
transformation. He would remove the Israelites’ old, 
stubborn hearts, giving them new hearts that would 
truly love and follow Him. The exile wasn’t simply a 
punishment—it was designed to lead to repentance 
and growth. Notice, too, what God didn’t say here: He 
didn’t say “I will wait for them to have new hearts, 
and only then I will return them to Israel.” God would 
provide the new hearts Himself. Our God never expects 
us to do our own heart surgery—we can trust that He 
will do the transplant if we put our faith in Him.

What would be different about the new 
hearts that God would give the people?

What are some areas where you need 
God’s help to transform your heart? 

MEMORIZE
Draw Ezekiel 11:20 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Thank God that He is actively involved in transforming 
and growing us—He doesn’t expect us to do it on our own.
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CENTRAL truth
Even in God’s continued mercy, humanity has continued 
to sin.  

HISTORY
SPEAKS

EZEKIEL 20:1-14

THIS WEEK’S focus
History influences all of our lives—there is no way around it. From our 

personal family history to the world around us, all of us can learn from those 

who came before us. Ezekiel used Israel’s own history to reveal God’s judgment 

toward them. Just as their ancestors had time and time again rebelled against 

God, so too were they choosing to live outside of His boundaries. Since the 

very beginning, God had been faithful to Israel. Yet, even in God’s continued 

mercy, humanity has continued to sin.
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EXPLORE

  scripture EZEKIEL 20:1-14
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EZEKIEL 20:1-4

1 In the seventh year, in the fifth month, on 
the tenth day of the month, some of Israel’s 
elders came to inquire of the Lord, and they 
sat down in front of me. 2 Then the word of the 
Lord came to me: 3 “Son of man, speak with 
the elders of Israel and tell them, ‘This is what 

the Lord God says: Are you coming to inquire 
of me? As I live, I will not let you inquire of 
me. This is the declaration of the Lord God.’ 

4 Will you pass judgment against them, will 
you pass judgment, son of man? Explain the 
detestable practices of their ancestors to them.

EZEKIEL 20:5-9

5 Say to them, ‘This is what the Lord God says: 
On the day I chose Israel, I swore an oath to the 
descendants of Jacob’s house and made myself 
known to them in the land of Egypt. I swore 
to them, saying, “I am the Lord your God.” 

6 On that day I swore to them that I would 
bring them out of the land of Egypt into a land 
I had searched out for them, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, the most beautiful of all 
lands. 7 I also said to them, “Throw away, each 
of you, the abhorrent things that you prize, 
and do not defile yourselves with the idols of 

Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” 8 But they 
rebelled against me and were unwilling to 
listen to me. None of them threw away the 
abhorrent things that they prized, and they 
did not abandon the idols of Egypt. So I 
considered pouring out my wrath on them, 
exhausting my anger against them within the 
land of Egypt. 9 But I acted for the sake of my 
name, so that it would not be profaned in the 
eyes of the nations they were living among, in 
whose sight I had made myself known to Israel 
by bringing them out of Egypt.

EZEKIEL 20:10-14

10 So I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt and led them into the wilderness. 

11 Then I gave them my statutes and 
explained my ordinances to them — the 
person who does them will live by them. 

12 I also gave them my Sabbaths to serve 
as a sign between me and them, so that 
they would know that I am the Lord who 
consecrates them. 13 But the house of Israel 
rebelled against me in the wilderness. They 

did not follow my statutes and they rejected 
my ordinances — the person who does 
them will live by them. They also completely 
profaned my Sabbaths. So I considered 
pouring out my wrath on them in the 
wilderness to put an end to them. 14 But I 
acted for the sake of my name, so that it would 
not be profaned in the eyes of the nations 
in whose sight I had brought them out.’”



CONVERSATION

      questions
READ EZEKIEL 20:1-4.

Why would God have rejected the elders’ 
inquiry? How did God instruct Ezekiel to 
respond to them?

Why is it hard for us to be confronted about our 
sin? How can that confrontation actually be 
a kindness?

READ EZEKIEL 20:5-9.

How was God reminding the Israelites of their 
time in Egypt?

.01

.02

.03

HISTORY
Ezekiel reminded the elders about 
the Israelites’ time in Egypt and 
then in the wilderness. In Genesis, 
Jacob (renamed Israel) took his 
family to Egypt during a famine, 
where they settled and grew in 
number (Gen. 46–47). The longer 
they were there, and the more 
they increased, the more Pharaoh 
was worried they would take over 
(Ex. 1:6-14). So, they lived as slaves 
for 430 years, until God raised up 
Moses to lead them out of Egypt. 
Through Moses, God ushered His 
covenant people out of Egypt 
to take them to the land He had 
prepared for them. But God took 
them the long way to the land He 
had promised, leading them for 
forty years in the wilderness. They 
had to trust God daily for provision 
and strength to follow His lead. But 
the generation of Israelites who 
were in the wilderness continued to 
rebel against God and consequently 
did not get to enter into the land.

EZEKIEL 20:1-14
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What was God’s only instruction for 
leaving Egypt? How did they fail to obey 
God’s command?

Why do you think it was hard for the Israelites 
to leave idols they prized in Egypt?

READ EZEKIEL 20:10-14.

How had God made a way for Israel to live in 
the wilderness?

Israel had broken many of God’s commands, 
so why do you think Ezekiel specifically 
emphasized their breaking the Sabbath?

What does it mean for God to act “for the sake 
of His name” (vv. 9,14)?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

CULTURE
We live in a culture that values 
work above all else, essentially 
saying that “you are what you do.” 
But that isn’t how God views us. 
Indeed, we were created to work—
God wired us that way in the 
garden, even before the fall. But 
our work is not what defines who 
we are. The weekly rhythm of the 
Sabbath is a reminder that we are 
ultimately not our own providers. 
God is. He desires that we rest with 
Him and that we come to Him, not 
just with what we can offer or do, 
but with our very lives. Jesus was 
never interested in following rules 
for the sake of following rules (see 
Matt. 12:9-14). But He does invite 
us to a rhythm of resting in Him 
and trusting Him beyond what we 
can accomplish. 
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NOW

 what?
EZEKIEL 20:1-14

Have you ever felt like God 
wasn’t hearing you? What 
promises do we have that God 
always hears our prayer?

Why is it so hard for us to release 
our habits to God? Is there 
anything God might be prompting 
you to release to Him?

.09 .10

How can you learn from your 
own history with God? How 
can it help you be more faithful 
going forward?

God gives us guidelines to 
live by (vv. 11-13). How do you 
struggle to trust that those 
guidelines are for your good?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
Even in God’s continued mercy, humanity has continued 
to sin.  
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day 1

EZEKIEL 
20:1-7
DWELL
God takes His promises very seriously. When the elders 
came to Ezekiel asking him what God was doing, God 
instructed Ezekiel to remind them about the oath He 
made to the Israelites during their captivity in Egypt 
(Ex. 6:2-8): He would be their God and they would be 
His people. God would protect them and deliver them 
from their exile, bringing them to a beautiful, abundant 
land—so long as they abandoned their false idols and 
were faithful to Him. They would need to trust that He 
would act for their good.

Israel had a part to play in the agreement 
that God made with them. What was it?

When are you most prone to forgetting God’s 
promises? How can you trust in God more?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Ezekiel 24:14 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Confess to God that you do not always trust His 
promises. Ask Him to draw you closer to Him in faith.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE EZEKIEL 24:14

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

EZEKIEL 
20:11-13
DWELL
When God brought the Israelites out of Egypt, He 
gave commands to them through His prophet Moses 
(Ex. 20:1-17). We now know these commands as the 
Ten Commandments. Included in these commands 
was the instruction to follow the Sabbath—a visible 
way of demonstrating their trust in God. One day a 
week, they would stop all their work, trusting that God 
would provide everything they needed that day. Even 
in today’s age, we forget to trust in God and often get 
caught up in thinking that we alone are responsible for 
providing for ourselves. The Sabbath is a reminder that 
ultimately, God is the one who provides for us.

What does it tell us about the Israelites that 
they did not keep God’s commandments, 
including His command to observe the 
Sabbath?

How can we encourage one another to 
observe the Sabbath in our own lives?

MEMORIZE
Break Ezekiel 24:14 into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Thank God for creating the Sabbath as a way for us to 
demonstrate our trust in His covenant promises to us.

day 2

EZEKIEL 
20:8-10
DWELL
When God makes promises, He puts His reputation 
on the line. The same is true for humans, of course, 
but unlike God, we are often unreliable and forgetful. 
Our reputations can be damaged. Not so for God—
He is unwilling to let His good and holy reputation be 
tarnished. However, the Israelites in Egypt did not put 
their trust in Him, even though He had proven Himself 
faithful to His promises in the past. They did not abandon 
their idols or false worship. He considered acting against 
them because of their rebellion, but for the sake of His 
name and reputation, He remained faithful, and led 
them out of Egypt as He said He would.

What does the Israelites’ refusal to follow 
God’s instructions in Egypt teach us 
about humanity?

Why is reputation important? How can we 
protect our reputations? How can we show 
God that we trust Him and His reputation? 

MEMORIZE
Write Ezekiel 24:14 on a note card and place it in a 
folder or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it 
to yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Thank God that He always acts for the sake of His name 
and that we can trust His promises are a sure thing.
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day 5

ROMANS 
10:3-10
DWELL

How did the Israelites try to make 
themselves righteous? Did it work?

What does it mean to believe with our 
hearts and confess with our mouths (v. 9)? 
How do we do this in our daily lives?

Paul wrote the Book of Romans more than 500 years 
after Ezekiel prophesied, and over 1000 years after Moses 
received the Ten Commandments, but the Israelites 
hadn’t changed much at all in that time. They had become 
zealous about following God’s Law, but in doing so they 
had forgotten that the goal was to humbly submit to 
God’s righteousness (v. 3). They thought they could 
earn righteousness by doing the right things. However, 
their history demonstrated that they were incapable of 
consistently following God’s commands in faith. When 
we follow Jesus in faith and love, we do not need to prove 
our righteousness. Jesus has already sealed the deal.

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Ezekiel 24:14 aloud from memory 
with a friend or family member. They can prompt you 
with the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God for the work He did through Jesus to 
ensure that we receive righteousness through faith in 
Him alone.

day 4

EZEKIEL 
20:14-17
DWELL

How does this passage demonstrate both 
God’s justice and His mercy?

How does it bring glory to God when we 
trust in His promises? What does this 
teach the people around us about God?

The Israelites had not followed God's commands or 
kept His Sabbath. They had not trusted that He would 
keep His Word, and continued to do things their own 
way. Once again, God showed His mercy towards His 
people and protected them in the wilderness despite 
their unfaithfulness. However, this time He told them 
that because of their refusal to trust in Him, no one 
from their current generation would actually enter the 
beautiful land He had promised them (Deut. 1:34-35). 
God would later lead the descendants of that generation 
into the land. Again, God acted in a way that maintained 
His reputation as a God of both justice and mercy.

MEMORIZE
Draw Ezekiel 24:14 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Ask God to show you areas of your life where you are 
not fully trusting Him.
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SEEK & 
FIND

MAT THEW 2:1-12

THIS WEEK’S focus
We have all found ourselves looking for something—searching high and low 

and finding lost items in places we’d expect and in places we don’t. Maybe 

you retrace your steps or immediately go ask your mom where it is. More 

times than not, we don’t bother looking; we just get frustrated and give up. 

Today we will see how the wise men sought out Jesus from far away because 

they had heard that the new king of the Jews had been born. Even with little 

understanding and little direction, they demonstrated that when we seek after 

Jesus, He can always be found.

CENTRAL truth
When we seek after Jesus, He can always be found.

CHRISTMAS
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EXPLORE

  scripture MAT THEW 2:1-12
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MAT THEW 2:1-3

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea 
in the days of King Herod, wise men from the 
east arrived in Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where 
is he who has been born king of the Jews? 

For we saw his star at its rising and have 
come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod 
heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all 
Jerusalem with him.

MAT THEW 2:4-8

4 So he assembled all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people and asked them where 
the Messiah would be born. 5 “In Bethlehem 
of Judea,” they told him, “because this is 
what was written by the prophet: 6 And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 
by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah: Because out of you will come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.” 7 Then 
Herod secretly summoned the wise men and 
asked them the exact time the star appeared. 

8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go 
and search carefully for the child. When you 
find him, report back to me so that I too can 
go and worship him.”

MAT THEW 2:9-12

9 After hearing the king, they went on 
their way. And there it was — the star 
they had seen at its rising. It led them 
until it came and stopped above the place 
where the child was. 10 When they saw 
the star, they were overwhelmed with joy. 

11 Entering the house, they saw the child

with Mary his mother, and falling to their 
knees, they worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him 
with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

12 And being warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod, they returned to their own 
country by another route.



CONVERSATION

      questions
READ MATTHEW 2:1-3.

How did the response of the wise men to the 
birth of Jesus compare to Herod’s response?

Why was King Herod disturbed at the news of 
Jesus’ birth?

Why would the wise men go to all the trouble of 
finding Jesus if they were not even Israelites?

Are there any areas of your life in which you 
like to maintain control? Any areas where you 
are tempted to build a barrier to the gospel?

.01

.02

.03

.04

MAT THEW 2:1-12

HISTORY
Every nativity set comes complete 
with three kings or wise men. Yet, 
much of how we depict them is 
speculation. The Gospel of Matthew 
is the only one with an account of 
their arrival, and Matthew’s text 
does not indicate they were kings 
of any kind. The name “wise men” 
could encompass many kinds of 
magicians, mystics, astrologers, 
dream interpreters, etc. We assume 
they had a connection to astrology 
based on the fact that they followed 
a star. We don’t even know if there 
were three of them! That is only 
based on the fact that they brought 
three gifts. They came “from the 
east,” that is, east of Judea. That 
could have been Arabia, Babylon, 
or Persia. Many scholars think 
Babylon is most likely since they 
would have had a greater tie to the 
Jews when they were exiled there.
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READ MATTHEW 2:4-8.

What does the prophecy from Micah that was 
quoted here to Herod tell us about the kind of 
ruler Jesus would be?

How did Jesus break the expectations for a ruler 
in Israel? How does He break the expectations 
of many who resist or reject religion?

READ MATTHEW 2:9-12.

What can the wise men teach us about worship? 

How did the wise men’s arrival point to the 
expanding kingdom that Jesus would bring?

.05

.06

.07

.08

THEOLOGY
From the beginning of God’s 
covenant with Israel, He had 
promised to bless the whole world 
through Israel. They continued to 
hope that God would fulfill this 
promise, though they could not 
see how. Eventually, God raised 
up a king after His own heart: 
David, who faithfully ruled Israel 
and established the temple in 
Jerusalem. But God promised to 
bring a new and better king through 
the line of David, one who would 
usher in peace and justice for Israel 
(2 Sam. 7:12-13). The title Messiah 
(or Christ) means “anointed one.” 
Jesus is the savior-king of Israel, and 
all of humanity. But Jesus wasn’t 
the kind of king or Messiah anyone 
was expecting. While everyone 
was looking for a great warrior or 
political leader, Jesus redefined the 
kingdom He was ushering in.
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NOW

 what?
MAT THEW 2:1-12

CENTRAL truth
When we seek after Jesus, He can always be found.

The wise men went to great 
lengths to get to Jesus. What 
are some ways you can seek 
Him in your daily life?

Why is it important that we 
continue to seek Jesus, even 
when we don’t fully understand 
how He is working?

.09 .10

What does the wise men’s 
journey demonstrate about 
following in obedience?

How is Jesus drawing you to 
worship? What does worship 
look like for you outside of 
just singing? 

.11 .12
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day 1

MATTHEW 
2:1-6
DWELL
At the time that Jesus was born, King Herod was 
the ruler of Judea, under the authority and approval 
of the Roman government. The arrival of a potential 
rival king was greatly troubling to him, and he wasted 
no time finding out all he could about the prophecies 
that told where the Messiah would be born. The birth 
of the Messiah was supposed to be good news for the 
people of God, but Herod was focused instead on his 
own position of power and what he stood to lose.

What does the prophecy in verse 6 teach 
us about Jesus and what He would do?

When are you most tempted to focus more 
on your own priorities and desires than on 
Jesus and what He is doing in your life?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Matthew 2:2 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Pray that you would see Jesus’ coming as good news 
for your life.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE MATTHEW 2:2

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

LUKE 
2:8-16
DWELL
The wise men were not the only ones seeking Jesus 
after His birth. Outside Bethlehem, angels appeared 
to shepherds who were caring for their sheep at night. 
The angels announced the arrival of the Messiah, and 
the shepherds responded by immediately traveling to 
Bethlehem to confirm the news for themselves. Truly 
good news—like the good news of Jesus—should 
move us to respond immediately and joyfully.

Why do you think the angels brought their 
message to shepherds first, and not the 
Jewish leaders? What does this tell us 
about Jesus and His mission?

What makes the birth of Jesus truly good 
news for your life?

MEMORIZE
Break Matthew 2:2 into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Ask God for the curiosity to learn more about Jesus 
every day.

day 2

MATTHEW 
2:7-12
DWELL
Herod sent wise men to find the newly-born king, 
claiming that he wanted to also go worship. This was 
a lie, of course. Herod’s real motives were not to honor 
Jesus, but to prevent Him from growing old enough to 
challenge Herod’s claim to power. He was not interested 
in truly knowing Jesus—the birth of Jesus filled him 
with fear and suspicion. The wise men, on the other 
hand, brought precious gifts for the young Messiah, 
and were filled with joy when they reached the house 
where Jesus and His parents were staying. Seeking 
Jesus can be a difficult journey, but like the wise men, 
we should seek after Him in joy and worship.

What were the ways that the wise men 
showed that their worship of Jesus 
was genuine?

What are some ways you could make 
your pursuit of Jesus and your worship 
more joyful?

MEMORIZE
Write Matthew 2:2 on a note card and place it in a 
folder or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it 
to yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Thank God for sending His Son as a King who is worthy 
of our praise and worship.
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day 5

JEREMIAH 
29:10-14
DWELL
Even in exile, God spoke words of hope and comfort 
to His people. His plan was never to abandon them 
forever—He always intended to lead them back home. 
Eventually they would return to true worship, and would 
seek after Him in faith. When they truly believed that 
He was their good and faithful God, He would hear their 
prayers and restore them to their land. We, too, are often 
tempted to forget that God is the one who guides our 
lives, and we look to other things to satisfy us. However, 
we are never too far away from Him to remember that 
He is our true hope and provider and return to Him.

Why didn’t God return the Israelites to 
their home immediately? What was His 
purpose in letting them remain in exile?

How can we encourage each other to 
remember that God is our true source of 
hope and provision?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Matthew 2:2 aloud from memory with 
a friend or family member. They can prompt you with 
the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God that no matter how far we’ve strayed away 
from Him, He will always be waiting for us to return to 
true worship and faith.

day 4

LUKE 
11:5-10
DWELL
The disciples had just asked Jesus to teach them how to 
pray (vv. 1-4). After giving an example, He taught them 
this parable. Jesus’ point is not that God will give us 
everything we want if we pray hard enough. In reality, 
some of the things we want just aren’t right for us—or 
even good for us!—and God knows that. The point is 
that our prayers should be persistent. We should seek 
to always be talking with God throughout our days, not 
just for a few minutes when we “find time.” When we 
seek Him consistently in prayer, He will always act in 
ways that are for our good and His glory.

What would it look like for you to pray the 
kind of prayers that Jesus is talking about 
in these verses?

Write out the opposite of verses 9-10 (for 
example, “If you don’t ask, then . . .”). 
What does this teach us about prayer?

MEMORIZE
Draw Matthew 2:2 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
This week, practice being in prayer with God throughout 
your days, saying short prayers whenever you think 
of Him. 
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STAY 
HUMBLE

EZEKIEL 28:11-19,25-26

THIS WEEK’S focus
Being proud of our accomplishments isn’t necessarily a bad thing. God has 

gifted and wired each of us in specific and unique ways. He has given us the 

ability to thrive in different areas of our lives. Whether we excel in the arts, 

academics, sports, helping others, or working with our hands, we should be 

proud of the ways that God uses each of us. However, we must be careful 

not to let that pride take root—taking glory from God. In all we say, do, and 

accomplish, we must remember that God always desires a humble heart. As 

Ezekiel would remind many of Israel’s neighbors, God humbles the proud and 

lifts up the lowly.

CENTRAL truth
God humbles the proud and lifts up the lowly.
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EZEKIEL 28:11-15

11 The word of the Lord came to me: 

12 “Son of man, lament for the king of Tyre 
and say to him, ‘This is what the Lord God 
says: You were the seal of perfection, full of 
wisdom and perfect in beauty. 13 You were 
in Eden, the garden of God. Every kind 
of precious stone covered you: carnelian, 
topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, 
lapis lazuli, turquoise and emerald. Your 

mountings and settings were crafted in gold; 
they were prepared on the day you were 
created. 14 You were an anointed guardian 
cherub, for I had appointed you. You were on 
the holy mountain of God; you walked among 
the fiery stones. 15 From the day you were 
created you were blameless in your ways until 
wickedness was found in you.

EZEKIEL 28:16-19

16 Through the abundance of your trade, you 
were filled with violence, and you sinned. So 
I expelled you in disgrace from the mountain 
of God, and banished you, guardian cherub, 
from among the fiery stones. 17 Your heart 
became proud because of your beauty; For 
the sake of your splendor you corrupted 
your wisdom. So I threw you down to the 
ground; I made you a spectacle before 

kings. 18 You profaned your sanctuaries 
by the magnitude of your iniquities in your 
dishonest trade. So I made fire come from 
within you, and it consumed you. I reduced 
you to ashes on the ground in the sight of 
everyone watching you. 19 All those who 
know you among the peoples are appalled at 
you. You have become an object of horror and 
will never exist again.

EZEKIEL 28:25-26

25 This is what the Lord God says: When I 
gather the house of Israel from the peoples 
where they are scattered, I will demonstrate 
my holiness through them in the sight of the 
nations, and they will live in their own land, 
which I gave to my servant Jacob. 26 They will 

live there securely, build houses, and plant 
vineyards. They will live securely when I 
execute judgments against all their neighbors 
who treat them with contempt. Then they 
will know that I am the Lord their God.’”

EXPLORE

  scripture EZEKIEL 28:11-19,25-26
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ EZEKIEL 28:11-15.

What kind of language did God use to describe 
the king of Tyre?

What is a lament? Why did God want Ezekiel to 
lament for the king?

Often we try to hide our true nature from 
ourselves, others, and God. What does verse 15 
teach us about this?

.01

.02

.03

EZEKIEL 28:11-19,25-26

HISTORY
Tyre was one of the most powerful 
cities during the time Ezekiel was 
a prophet. Tyre and Egypt were 
powerful, and their kings were 
prideful. The kings were benefiting 
from the fall of Jerusalem and were 
relishing in their financial gains. 
Israel had allied themselves with 
both Egypt and Tyre, adopting 
many of their idols along the way. 
God was making it clear that He 
would use Babylon to bring them 
down. Even though they had 
prospered and triumphed for a 
time, God would not let it go on 
any longer.
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READ EZEKIEL 28:16-19.

What was God’s response to Tyre’s sin? What 
would this tell the other surrounding cities 
and nations?

How do these verses speak to the nature 
of sin?

Why are wealth and pride such a danger to 
those who claim to be followers of Jesus? How 
can competition and comparison lead to pride?

READ EZEKIEL 28:25-26.

How did God restore hope to Israel through 
Ezekiel’s message? Why was God emphasizing 
their security?

What would be the result of God’s restoring 
them, according to verse 26?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

CULTURE
God humbled the king of Tyre, not 
because of his wealth, but because 
of his pride. But his pride came 
mostly from the amount of power 
and money he had accumulated. 
Because of his success, his pride 
led him to even more sin—doing 
whatever it took to keep gaining 
more. Money wasn’t the enemy—
but his pride that came along with 
it. In our sin, humanity has always 
been prone to seek personal gain, be 
it with money, power, approval, or 
status. But that isn’t the way of God’s 
people. Jesus called us to give our 
lives away for the sake of the gospel 
and His kingdom (Matt. 10:17-27). 
Anything that we value more than 
Jesus and His kingdom has become 
an idol. Things haven’t changed 
all that much in today’s culture—
people are still craving more money, 
power, and prestige. While the call 
of Christ doesn’t necessarily mean 
we can’t have money, it does mean 
that we must remain humble before 
Him, offering everything we are 
and everything we have to Him.

daily discipleship guide | 40



NOW

 what?
EZEKIEL 28:11-19,25-26

What are some of the areas in 
your life where pride can creep 
in? How can you respond with 
humility instead?

What are ways that you can daily 
humble yourself before God?

.09 .10

How does Christ give us security 
in the midst of everything 
around us?

How does God use our difficult 
circumstances to remind us of 
who He is?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
God humbles the proud and lifts up the lowly.
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day 1

EZEKIEL 
28:1-10
DWELL
The ruler of Tyre was arrogant and prideful. Even 
though he was wealthy and wise by worldly standards—
skilled in trading to grow his wealth—this led him to 
claim that he was not just a man but a god, worthy of 
worship. Rather than humbly giving glory to God for 
his successes, the ruler of Tyre was glorifying himself. 
The king’s wealth wasn’t the problem—it was his heart. 
He was relying on himself for success, rather than on 
God for provision.

Why did God say that the king of Tyre was 
wiser than Daniel (God’s prophet)? In 
what other ways were the king and God’s 
prophets different from each other?

How can you be pleased with your 
accomplishments in a way that 
honors God?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Ezekiel 28:26b aloud. Listen to this recording 
throughout the week.

PRAY
Ask God to show you places in your life where you are 
not giving Him credit or honor in your life.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE EZEKIEL 28:26b

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

EZEKIEL 
28:20-24
DWELL
Sidon was a sister city to Tyre. The passage doesn’t 
specifically say why God would one day judge Sidon, 
but God’s words here connected Sidon and Tyre as 
both being places that were enemies of Israel, treating 
God’s people with contempt and scorn. Again God 
emphasized the reason for His judgments: not simply 
as punishment, but to show His holiness and His glory 
to the surrounding nations. God promised to protect 
His people and be their God, and He would make good 
on His promise by showing His might and wrath to 
those who mistreated Israel.

What did God mean when He said He would 
display His glory within Sidon (v. 22)?

How have you experienced God’s 
protection? How have you witnessed 
His glory?

MEMORIZE
Break Ezekiel 28:26b into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Thank God for promising to be a safe and secure refuge 
for His people.

day 2

EZEKIEL 
28:11-19
DWELL
The descriptions in these verses show the contrast between 
the image the king of Tyre presented of himself and how 
God viewed him. The first half of the passage describes 
the king in majestic language: beautiful, wise, covered in 
jewels and precious materials—as befitting a king. But this 
image of splendor was only surface deep. In his heart, the 
king was wicked, self-serving, violent, and sinful. God’s 
judgment on the king wasn’t simply to punish him for his 
pride and arrogance, but also to serve as an example for the 
surrounding nations—their attitudes of contempt for God 
and the people of Israel would be their downfall.

If God was so angry with the king of Tyre, 
why did God describe him using language 
that seems so positive in verses 12-14?

What are some examples of ways that you 
try to make yourself look good in the eyes 
of others? How can you focus more on 
what God values instead?

MEMORIZE
Write Ezekiel 28:26b on a note card and place it in a 
folder or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it 
to yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Pray that God would soften your heart to be humble 
rather than prideful or arrogant.
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day 5

1 PETER 
5:1-5
DWELL
Elders in the church have the great honor and 
responsibility of overseeing and guiding those under 
their care. But just as God expects humility out of the 
leaders of nations, He also expects humility out of 
the leaders in the church. They should not be greedy 
or overbearing, and they should look to Jesus as their 
example, who served those He came to lead and lived as 
an example for them to follow.

Why does Peter use the word “shepherd” 
as both a title for Jesus and a description 
of how elders should serve the church?

What are some areas you might serve as a 
leader in your daily life? How can you lead 
in those times with humility?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Ezekiel 28:26b aloud from memory 
with a friend or family member. They can prompt you 
with the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God for giving us a perfect example of humble 
leadership in His Son, Jesus.

day 4

EZEKIEL 
28:25-26
DWELL
From gated communities and home security systems, 
to car alarms, smoke detectors, and even speed bumps, 
we do a lot to make sure that we have security in our 
homes and our communities. God values security, too, 
and He promised the Israelites that when He gathered 
them out of exile, He would return them to their land 
and give them a secure life there. They could build 
homes and plant vineyards without fear of invaders. 
Those who worshiped Him in humility and trust 
would be under His protection, whereas those who 
threatened His people or treated Him with scorn would 
be in danger of his judgment.

How is God’s holiness connected to His 
promises of security? 

What does God’s promise of security give you 
the freedom or confidence to do in your life?

MEMORIZE
Draw Ezekiel 28:26b on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Ask God to grow your understanding of what it means 
to have security through Him.
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LIVING 
HOPE

EZEKIEL 37:1-14 

THIS WEEK’S focus
Sometimes difficult or sad things happen to us and to the people we love. This 

is part of what it means to live in a world that is broken by sin. Everyone has 

different experiences, but all of us will walk through hard situations. It is okay 

to feel angry, sad, or frustrated when those things happen, but in the midst 

of it all, God wants us to always remember the living hope we have in Him. 

We will never be able to repair all the brokenness we see and experience. But 

we always have hope in God, who can restore those parts of our lives that 

feel broken. He can turn any hard thing into something used for our good 

and His glory. Not even death gets the final say, because God alone can bring 

life from death.

CENTRAL truth
God alone can bring life from death.
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EZEKIEL 37:1-6

1 The hand of the Lord was on me, and 
he brought me out by his Spirit and set me 
down in the middle of the valley; it was full 
of bones. 2 He led me all around them. There 
were a great many of them on the surface of 
the valley, and they were very dry. 3 Then he 
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones 
live?” I replied, “Lord God, only you know.” 

4 He said to me, “Prophesy concerning these 

bones and say to them: Dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Lord 
God says to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you will live. 6 I will put 
tendons on you, make flesh grow on you, and 
cover you with skin. I will put breath in you 
so that you come to life. Then you will know 
that I am the Lord.”

EZEKIEL 37:7-10

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded. 
While I was prophesying, there was a noise, a 
rattling sound, and the bones came together, 
bone to bone. 8 As I looked, tendons appeared 
on them, flesh grew, and skin covered them, 
but there was no breath in them. 9 He said 
to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 

son of man. Say to it: This is what the Lord 
God says: Breath, come from the four winds 
and breathe into these slain so that they may 
live!” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded 
me; the breath entered them, and they came 
to life and stood on their feet, a vast army.

EZEKIEL 37:11-14

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. Look 
how they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope has perished; we are cut off.’ 

12 Therefore, prophesy and say to them, 
‘This is what the Lord God says: I am going 
to open your graves and bring you up from 
them, my people, and lead you into the land 

of Israel. 13 You will know that I am the 
Lord, my people, when I open your graves 
and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my 
Spirit in you, and you will live, and I will settle 
you in your own land. Then you will know 
that I am the Lord. I have spoken, and I will 
do it. This is the declaration of the Lord.’”

EXPLORE

  scripture EZEKIEL 37:1-14
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ EZEKIEL 37:1-6.

How did Ezekiel’s vision speak to the state of 
God’s people?

What do these verses reveal about 
God’s character?

What are some of the ways we sometimes 
doubt God’s ability to restore different areas of 
our lives?

.01

.02

.03

EZEKIEL 37:1-14

CONTEXT
In the preceding chapter, God 
had promised Israel a new heart 
and a new spirit (Ezek. 36:26-27). 
Humanity’s propensity to sin 
has always been a heart issue 
(Deut. 30:6). It isn’t truly about 
following rules or religion. In our 
flesh, we are unable to fully obey. 
But God has always been after 
hearts more than our sacrifice and 
religion. Even though God gives 
us an infinite number of second 
chances, we will continue to fall 
back into sin. We have always 
needed new hearts. Ezekiel heard 
this word from God and then would 
see it demonstrated in the valley 
of dry bones. Israel would go on 
sinning and rebelling, but a day was 
coming—a Messiah was coming—
who would make a way for their 
hearts to be made new. When Jesus 
becomes our Savior, and we receive 
the Holy Spirit, we are given a new 
heart that seeks after God (Rom. 8).
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READ EZEKIEL 37:7-10.

How does this scene draw us back to the story 
of creation in Genesis 1–2?

What does Ezekiel’s participation in the 
prophecy teach us about how God uses us?

How does God want to use us to help bring 
others to new life in Him?

READ EZEKIEL 37:11-14.

What was God promising Israel, according to 
these verses?

How does this vision foretell the resurrection 
that we experience through Christ?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

THEOLOGY
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry 
bones, and God restoring them 
to life, is a picture of what was to 
come at Christ’s resurrection, and 
our own spiritual resurrection as 
believers. Christ’s resurrection 
stands at the center of the gospel 
and, therefore, at the center of 
our theology as Christians. It isn’t 
reserved just for Resurrection 
Sunday—it is foundational to our 
lives as believers. If Christ was 
not resurrected, then His death 
on the cross would have just been 
the sacrifice of a martyr. If He had 
not gotten up from the grave, we 
would not be able to experience 
new life either. His resurrection is 
the only way we have a living hope 
(1 Pet. 1:3; Eph. 2:5-6).
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NOW

 what?
EZEKIEL 37:1-14

How does Ezekiel’s experience 
encourage you to participate 
in God’s work—even if it feels 
impossible?

Who is someone in your life who 
you can encourage this week 
with God’s promise to bring life 
from death?

.09 .10

How have you seen God bring 
new life, even from pain or 
difficult experiences?

How can we fight to have faith in 
God’s promises, even when our 
circumstances are difficult?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
God alone can bring life from death.
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day 1

EZEKIEL 
37:1-3
DWELL
In a vision, God brought Ezekiel to a valley filled with 
human bones, bones that had been there a long time. 
The flesh on the bones was gone—probably picked 
clean by animals long ago. Could God turn bones 
back into a body full of life? Ezekiel may have felt 
doubtful, but he trusted God when he answered, “Only 
you know, God.” In our own lives, we may think that 
certain situations are too bad for God to redeem and 
turn around for good. But even when all we see around 
us seems broken, God has already provided hope of 
restoration through Jesus.

Why do you think God asked Ezekiel if the 
bones could live again? Didn’t He already 
know the answer?

Think about a situation in your life that 
is discouraging or even seems hopeless. 
How can you grow in faith that God is 
working in the midst of even that?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Ezekiel 37:13 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Pray that God would bring you peace and comfort when 
you feel doubtful about His power to bring healing and 
new life.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE EZEKIEL 37:13

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

EZEKIEL 
37:11-14
DWELL
God didn’t bring the dry bones back to life just to 
demonstrate how powerful He was—He did it to make a 
point to Ezekiel about the people he was prophesying to, 
and what God was prepared to do for them. Things may 
have been bleak, but their God had words of hope and 
restoration for them. The exiles were living far away from 
their home, forced out of Israel by their enemies. Hope 
seemed as far away as the hope of old bones being brought 
back to life. But God would lead them back and restore 
their nation to its former glory. We, too, can trust that God 
will work to restore the parts of us that have grown dry 
and lifeless, and breathe new life into them by His Spirit.

What did God mean by, “I am going to open 
up your graves” (v. 12)? 

Have you experienced the kind of spiritual 
life mentioned in verse 14? How does it 
influence the way you act and speak?

MEMORIZE
Break Ezekiel 37:13 into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Thank God that all His promises are sure—when He 
speaks, we know He will act.

day 2

EZEKIEL 
37:4-10
DWELL
God could have spoken a word and brought the bones 
back to life in an instant. Instead, He commanded 
Ezekiel to prophesy—to speak God’s words—to the 
bones. Ezekiel did exactly as God had commanded 
him, and his obedience had immediate results: before 
Ezekiel was even done speaking, he heard the noise 
of the bones rattling back together. Muscles, tendons, 
and skin grew back around the bones, and after Ezekiel 
prophesied a second time, their breath returned to 
their bodies. The power at work was God’s, but Ezekiel 
was the one who carried the message.

Ezekiel was used to prophesying to living 
people. Why did God command him to 
prophesy to dead, dry bones in this vision?

How have you seen God include you in His 
redemptive and life-giving work?

MEMORIZE
Write Ezekiel 37:13 on a note card and place it in a 
folder or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it 
to yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Pray that God would breathe His life-giving power into 
you as you follow Him.
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day 5

JOHN 
11:38-44
DWELL
Jesus had come to the place where Lazarus was buried. 
In verse 23, He told Martha that her brother would live 
again, but she misunderstood, assuming that Jesus 
meant the resurrection at the end of time (vv. 23-24). 
She didn’t understand that Jesus intended to return 
Lazarus to life that very day. Even as Jesus told them to 
open the tomb, she protested. “Are you sure you want 
to do that? Don’t you know how bad it’s going to smell 
in there, Jesus?!” Sometimes we doubt that Jesus really 
has the power He claims. “Surely He can’t fix that area 
of my life!” But there is no part of your life that is too 
far gone for Him to restore. Like Martha, all you need 
to do is obey and then believe that He will do the rest.

How did Mary respond when Jesus 
instructed them to open the tomb? What 
does this teach us about her?

How have you responded to Jesus with 
doubt instead of faith? How might you 
practice obedience instead?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Ezekiel 37:13 aloud from memory 
with a friend or family member. They can prompt you 
with the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God that He can restore even the parts of our 
lives that feel hopeless.

day 4

EPHESIANS 
2:1-5
DWELL
Sin is a powerful force in the world—so powerful 
that without Jesus, we have no hope of escaping it. 
Sure, we may do our best to make good decisions that 
honor God, but we are also constantly surrounded by 
temptations to disobey His commands. Each of us will 
sometimes make the wrong choice. Even people like 
David, Moses, and Solomon strayed far from His word 
at times. This is what makes Jesus truly good news. We 
could never restore our relationship with God on our 
own, because we can never live up to His standard of 
perfect obedience. But Jesus, God’s perfect Son, took 
the blame for all our disobedience so that we could be 
alive with Him instead of spiritually dead in sin.

What are the two different ways of living 
that these verses describe?

How could following Jesus change how 
you respond to temptation? 

MEMORIZE
Draw Ezekiel 37:13 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Thank God that through His Son, we have been brought 
from death into life.
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CENTRAL truth
Sin corrupts our view of God and His people.

THROUGH 
GOD'S EYES

EZEKIEL 16:20-21; 23:36-39;  
PSALM 139:13-16

THIS WEEK’S focus
A change in perspective can change everything. If we are stuck looking at a 

situation or a problem from one angle, sometimes just coming at it from a 

different direction can shift everything. We often get stuck in a rut and even 

view people from a fixed perspective. We label people and groups by who they 

hang out with (“popular people”), what they have achieved (“smart people”), 

or even mistakes they have made (“bad people”). But if we actually took time 

to get to know individuals, we may see them differently. God wants us to see 

Him and others the way that He does. Unfortunately, we usually let the world 

dictate how we see because sin corrupts our view of God and His people.

SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY
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EXPLORE

  scripture  EZEKIEL 16:20-21; 23:36-39; 
PSALM 139:13-16

SCRIPTURE 1:1
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EZEKIEL 16:20-21

20 “‘You even took your sons and daughters 
you bore to me and sacrificed them to these 
images as food. Wasn’t your prostitution 

enough? 21 You slaughtered my children and 
gave them up when you passed them through 
the fire to the images.’”

EZEKIEL 23:36-39

36 Then the Lord said to me, “Son of man, 
will you pass judgment against Oholah and 
Oholibah? Then declare their detestable 
practices to them. 37 For they have 
committed adultery, and blood is on their 
hands; they have committed adultery with 
their idols. And the children they bore to me 

they have sacrificed in the fire as food for 
the idols. 38 They also did this to me: they 
defiled my sanctuary on that same day and 
profaned my Sabbaths. 39 On the same day 
they slaughtered their children for their 
idols, they entered my sanctuary to profane 
it. Yes, that is what they did inside my house.”

PSALM 139:13-16

13 For it was you who created my inward 
parts; you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. 14 I will praise you because I have 
been remarkably and wondrously made. 
Your works are wondrous, and I know this 
very well. 15 My bones were not hidden 

from you when I was made in secret, when 
I was formed in the depths of the earth. 

16 Your eyes saw me when I was formless; 
all my days were written in your book and 
planned before a single one of them began.



CONVERSATION

      questions
READ EZEKIEL 16:20-21.

What were some of the ways that Israel was 
being unfaithful?

How were God’s people failing to value 
human life?

How could God’s people commit such evil acts?

How do the idols of our own making corrupt 
our view of God? What are some examples of 
these idols?

.01

.02

.03

.04

CULTURE
Hypocrisy is when we put on 
a front—pretending to be one 
thing for the sake of appearances 
but doing another. It comes from 
the Greek word for acting—it is 
quite literally playing a part. God 
was criticizing Israel for putting 
on a front in worship. They came 
to worship, claimed to be God’s 
covenant people, and even offered 
all the "right" sacrifices. All the 
while, they had just offered sacrifices 
to their idols. The temptation is just 
as real for Christians today. Too 
often we become more concerned 
with keeping up the appearance 
of following Jesus, while in reality 
we are not walking with Him in 
our day to day lives. While our 
idols look different, we are just as 
prone to worship other things, be 
it our time, money, or patterns of 
thinking. However, God is looking 
for genuine worshipers, not all the 
trappings of worship (Ps. 51:16-17).

EZEKIEL 16:20-21; 23:36-39;  
PSALM 139:13-16
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READ EZEKIEL 23:36-39.

How does the text emphasize that our sin is 
against God personally? How did Israel profane 
God’s name and God’s sanctuary?

READ PSALM 139:13-16.

What does Psalm 139 tell us about God? What 
does it tell us about us?

What is our right response to God, according 
to verse 14? How does David’s response 
demonstrate how Israel should have 
responded in Ezekiel’s time?

How should Psalm 139 shape our view of 
all human life—at every stage, from every 
background, etc.?

.05

.06

.07

.08

THEOLOGY
It can be hard to imagine that 
someone actually knows everything 
about us. After all, we don’t even 
know everything about ourselves. 
Yet, Psalm 139 whole speaks to 
God’s complete knowledge of who 
we are, how we are made, and 
what we do. David praised God for 
knowing his innermost thoughts, 
all of his goings and comings, and 
every word even before he spoke. 
God’s knowledge was too much for 
him to understand or attain (v. 6). 
David spoke to the reality that God 
is omniscient (all-knowing). He 
is the Creator, and He has full 
knowledge of every person He 
makes. Even before we entered 
our mother’s womb, He knew us. 
And because He made us, there is 
nowhere that we can go that is out 
of His reach (vv. 7-12). As believers, 
we can take comfort in the fact that 
the one who holds the universe in 
His hands knows every facet of who 
we are. 
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NOW

 what?
EZEKIEL 16:20-21; 23:36-39;  
PSALM 139:13-16

What are some things we might 
be tempted to worship in place 
of God today?

What are some ways that our 
society has become numb to 
sin? How can we avoid becoming 
numb to sin in our own lives?

.09 .10

How does Psalm 139 shape our 
identities as God’s children and 
His creations?

If we truly believe that every 
human bears the image of God, 
how should that impact how we 
love and treat others?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
Sin corrupts our view of God and His people.
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day 1

EZEKIEL 
16:8-14
DWELL
Through metaphorical imagery, God describes how He 
cared for the people of Israel. Before He entered into a 
covenant with Israel, He describes them as being like 
an abandoned baby who was not even cleaned off after 
being born (vv. 4-6,9). He then shifts the metaphor to 
one of marriage—like a bride and groom pledge to care 
for one another at their wedding, God vowed to care 
for Israel and provide for them. God’s desire is that His 
chosen people would be a beautiful nation, cherished 
by God and admired by anyone who saw them.

How does the metaphor of marriage and 
fine clothing describe the way that God 
cares for us?

How does it influence your daily life to 
know that this is how God sees you?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Psalm 139:14 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Thank God for His lavish provision and care for 
His children.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE PSALM 139:14

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

EZEKIEL 
23:36-39
DWELL
God shared a parable with Ezekiel about two sisters, 
Oholah and Oholibah. These sisters were rebellious 
and idolatrous, guilty of adultery, idol worship, and 
child sacrifice. Not only that, but they claimed to still 
give honor to God by worshiping in His sanctuary! 
The sisters represented the two cities of Samaria and 
Jerusalem (see v. 4) and this parable pointed to the 
sinful practices that God’s people were participating in. 
Just as was the case for Israel, it’s not enough for us 
to simply engage in empty acts of ritual. God’s desire 
is for us to value the same things He values—life, 
faithfulness, trust, and peace.

How were the sisters defiling the sanctuary? 
How was their behavior hypocritical?

What are some ways you can show that 
you value life the way God values it?

MEMORIZE
Break Psalm 139:14 into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Pray that you would see each human life the way 
God sees each of us—precious, valuable, and 
wonderfully made.

day 2

EZEKIEL 
16:17-22
DWELL
Continuing the metaphor, God shows how little respect 
Israel had for God’s love. They took His gifts and His 
provision for granted, and instead of worshiping Him, 
they turned to false gods and idols. They didn’t value 
the gifts God had provided, and they failed to value the 
children that He had given them—even going so far as 
to tragically engage in rituals of child sacrifice to these 
foreign gods. They were blinded by their greed and 
self-sufficiency, and could not see that everything they 
had—including their very lives and the lives of their 
children—were because of the high value God places 
on the flourishing lives of His creations.

How did the Israelites show that they 
didn’t value what God had done for them? 

What are some examples of modern idols you 
are tempted to serve instead of God? How 
might this cause you to devalue human life?

MEMORIZE
Write Psalm 139:14 on a note card and place it in a 
folder or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it 
to yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Ask God to forgive you for sometimes taking His love 
for granted and not honoring Him.
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day 5

LUKE 
1:39-44
DWELL

What did Elizabeth mean that Mary and 
her child were blessed (v. 42)? Why did 
she say this?

What attitudes about human life do 
you have that either honor God’s view 
or contradict it? How can you grow in 
this way?

While she was pregnant with Jesus, Mary visited her 
relative Elizabeth, who was also pregnant at the time. 
The presence of God around Mary was so strong that 
even Elizabeth’s unborn child—who would grow to be 
John the Baptist—responded to this power with great 
joy. God uses even the lives of these unborn children 
to teach us—2000 years later—about His glory and 
power. Life is precious to God at every stage from 
conception to last breath, so we too should strive to 
value every human life.

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Psalm 139:14 aloud from memory 
with a friend or family member. They can prompt you 
with the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God that He chose to send His Son to earth as a 
human so He could fully identify with us.

day 4

PSALM 
139:13-18
DWELL
God knows us even better than we know ourselves. He 
can see even the inner parts of our being that are hidden 
to us. Long before we were born, God knew us, and He 
has seen the details of our lives from beginning to end. 
The psalmist described God as a master craftsman or an 
artist, “knitting” and “forming” us as though with yarn 
and clay. Each of us is one of God’s masterpieces! As you 
go through life, you may wonder what your purpose is, 
or doubt that you even have one. When these doubts 
come in your life, remember that God knew what He 
was doing when He made you. You are beautifully and 
wonderfully made, and He has designed you to play a 
part in His plan that only you can play.

What do these verses teach us about God 
as the Creator?  

How might these verses grow your trust in 
God and your reliance on Him?

MEMORIZE
Draw Psalm 139:14 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Spend some time praising God for His master 
workmanship in creating you.
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INTEGRITY
MATTERS

DANIEL 1:8-21

THIS WEEK’S focus
We have all experienced peer pressure at some point or another. This might 

have been in small ways, like feeling pressure to wear certain clothes or talk a 

certain way, or in bigger decisions like drinking alcohol or compromising who 

you are. Whether it's peer pressure from friends or just trying to keep up with 

the culture around you, sometimes it can feel like a pressure cooker. At times, 

it can also feel like we have to lay aside our faith to have a seat at the table. 

Jesus warned us that the world would hate us for our faith in Him. Daniel 

and his friends experienced that as they were subjected to Babylonian rule 

while trying to remain faithful to their God. They were an example that when 

tempted to compromise our faith, God strengthens us to live with integrity.

CENTRAL truth
Even when we are tempted to compromise our faith, 
God helps us live with integrity.
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EXPLORE

  scripture DANIEL 1:8-21
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DANIEL 1:8-10

8 Daniel determined that he would not defile 
himself with the king’s food or with the wine 
he drank. So he asked permission from the 
chief eunuch not to defile himself. 9 God had 
granted Daniel kindness and compassion 
from the chief eunuch, 10 yet he said to 

Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who assigned 
your food and drink. What if he sees your 
faces looking thinner than the other young 
men your age? You would endanger my life 
with the king.”

DANIEL 1:11-16

11 So Daniel said to the guard whom the chief 
eunuch had assigned to Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Please test 
your servants for ten days. Let us be given 
vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then 
examine our appearance and the appearance 
of the young men who are eating the king’s 
food, and deal with your servants based 

on what you see.” 14 He agreed with them 
about this and tested them for ten days. 

15 At the end of ten days they looked better 
and healthier than all the young men who 
were eating the king’s food. 16 So the guard 
continued to remove their food and the wine 
they were to drink and gave them vegetables.

DANIEL 1:17-21

17 God gave these four young men 
knowledge and understanding in every 
kind of literature and wisdom. Daniel also 
understood visions and dreams of every 
kind. 18 At the end of the time that the 
king had said to present them, the chief 
eunuch presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 

19 The king interviewed them, and among all 
of them, no one was found equal to Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they 
began to attend the king. 20 In every 
matter of wisdom and understanding that 
the king consulted them about, he found 
them ten times better than all the magicians 
and mediums in his entire kingdom. 

21 Daniel remained there until the first year 
of King Cyrus.



CONVERSATION

      questions
READ DANIEL 1:8-10.

What tension do you think Daniel and his 
friends felt in their new position? 

Why did Daniel and the others refuse the 
king’s food?

How was God’s favor and protection at work 
with Daniel?

.01

.02

.03

DANIEL 1:8-21

CONTEXT
Daniel and some other promising 
young people were taken to 
Babylon as Israel was defeated 
and then exiled from their land. 
The Lord had long warned His 
people that if they failed to 
remain faithful to His covenant, 
this very thing would take place 
(Lev. 26:33; 39; 2 Kings 20; Isa. 39). 
In the generations preceding Daniel, 
God’s people had continued to walk 
in disobedience, and now they were 
feeling the effects of God being true 
to His word. Taken captive in the 
king’s court, Daniel and his friends 
would have their faith tested as 
King Nebuchadnezzar sought 
to undermine their identity in 
Yahweh and their commitment to 
His covenant.
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READ DANIEL 1:11-16.

How did Daniel find a way to remain faithful to 
God? How did he exhibit wisdom?

How did God provide for Daniel, even as he was 
being tested?

What are some ways that God enables us 
to have integrity, like He did Daniel and 
his friends?

READ DANIEL 1:17-21.

How do we see God continue to demonstrate 
His provision and favor toward Daniel and 
his friends?

What do these verses tell us about God’s ability 
to sustain us, no matter the circumstance?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

HISTORY
The leaders of the Babylonian 
empire wanted to take a group of 
young Hebrews and train them up 
in Babylonian culture and practices. 
It was the ultimate power play—
to strip the young men of their 
homeland, identity, and religion 
and convert them to the ways of 
Babylon. Even the new names 
given to the boys were to honor 
false gods that were celebrated in 
Babylon (v. 7). Over the course of 
three years, they would become 
well acquainted with the history, 
language, and religious practices of 
this foreign power.

We have new animated videos! 
Access video 2 on why  
Daniel matters at 
goexplorethebible.com/students
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NOW

 what?
DANIEL 1:8-21

CENTRAL truth
Even when we are tempted to compromise our faith, God 
helps us live with integrity.

Why is it so important that we 
have integrity as followers 
of Christ?

What are some examples 
of times that God provided 
what you or someone you 
know needed?

.09 .10

How does our culture seek to 
inform our identity? How can 
we make sure our identity is 
secure, even when our faith 
is tested?

How have you struggled to be 
faithful when tested? How does 
Daniel’s obedience inspire you 
to be faithful?

.11 .12
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day 1

DANIEL 
1:8-10
DWELL
It would have been simple for Daniel to take the easy 
road and just eat the food that was offered to him. After 
all, he was in the palace of an enemy nation, a nation 
that did not worship his God or follow his religious 
practices. But he knew that doing so would dishonor the 
God he served, and he was unwilling to compromise. 
God had already provided for Daniel and his friends 
by granting them favor with the palace official, so he 
trusted that God would continue to provide for them 
as they asked for special dietary treatment.

Why was the chief eunuch hesitant to go 
along with Daniel’s suggestion? What 
does this teach us about who they were 
each ultimately following?

What are some areas of your faith that you 
are most tempted to compromise on? Why?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Daniel 1:8a aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Pray that God would give you wisdom to see when 
you are being tempted to compromise and follow the 
world’s ways rather than His.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE DANIEL 1:8a

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

DANIEL 
1:17-21
DWELL
Even though the young men were under the power of 
a foreign king, surrounded by foreign customs, they 
didn’t stray from following God, and He rewarded their 
faithfulness with wisdom and gifts beyond any of the 
king’s current advisors. The king’s plan had been to 
force his enemy’s children to adopt Babylonian culture 
and religion, but God was protecting these four young 
men and had given them exactly the gifts He wanted 
them to have, including Daniel’s ability to interpret 
dreams and visions.

What does this teach us about how 
God can use any circumstance for His 
own purposes?

How might this verse prompt you to pray 
when you find yourself in challenging 
circumstances?

MEMORIZE
Break Daniel 1:8a into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Thank God that you can trust in His faithfulness in the 
midst of any situation you find yourself in.

day 2

DANIEL 
1:11-16
DWELL

If Daniel’s plan succeeded, what would 
it prove? How would it show God honor 
and glory?

What does it communicate to the people 
around you when you hold firm to your 
faith and refuse to compromise?

Daniel didn’t make a scene—he didn't throw a tantrum 
and refuse to eat the food that he was being given. 
Instead, he suggested a plan that would allow him to 
quietly honor God. Not only would he be faithfully 
serving his Lord, but if the test went well, the eunuch 
would also have the chance to see God’s power at work 
in the four young men. If Daniel had chosen to simply 
disobey, it could have caused trouble for the eunuch—
maybe even costing the official his life—and could 
have incurred the king’s wrath. God had bigger plans 
for Daniel and his friends, and those plans required 
impressing the king, not angering him.

MEMORIZE
Write Daniel 1:8a on a note card and place it in a folder 
or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Ask God for the strength to follow Him faithfully, even 
when it would be easier to compromise.
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day 5

MATTHEW 
22:15-22
DWELL
The Pharisees believed they were righteous because of 
their strict following of Jewish laws—including some 
not commanded by God. They claimed to follow God, 
but in reality were following man-made rules. The 
question they asked (v. 17) sounded reasonable—they 
even put on a show of humility, respectfully calling 
Jesus “Teacher” and pointing out His integrity. But 
really they were trying to trick Him. They hoped He 
would say something that indicated He approved of the 
Roman occupation, or that He would say something 
that would make Him guilty of treason against Rome. 
But Jesus saw through their plan and called out their 
hypocrisy. They thought they were righteous, but their 
real priority was maintaining their power.

How do these verses give us examples of 
false humility, hypocrisy, and integrity?

How can we encourage each other to live 
out our faith with integrity—showing that 
our words and our actions line up?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Daniel 1:8a aloud from memory with 
a friend or family member. They can prompt you with 
the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Ask God to guard you from hypocrisy and to guide you 
in living with true humility.

day 4

JOB 
27:2-6
DWELL
The Book of Job gives us another example of a man who 
was tempted to take the easy road, but instead chose 
to cling to his integrity. Job had lost everything that 
mattered to him: his family, his livelihood, his wealth, 
and his health. Even his wife told him to give up and 
curse God (2:9)! But even in the midst of grief, doubt, 
confusion, anger at God, and increasing pressure from 
the people closest to him, Job chose to remain faithful. 

How did Job demonstrate that he was 
choosing to trust in God, even as he 
struggled with anger and bitterness?

When you are angry or confused about a 
situation in your life, how can you grow 
closer to God instead of pulling away 
from Him?

MEMORIZE
Draw Daniel 1:8a on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Pray that God would draw you nearer to Him in faith 
when you are angry or confused about how He is 
guiding your life.
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CENTRAL truth

EVEN IF
DANIEL 3:14-27

THIS WEEK’S focus
We have so many opportunities to go along with the crowd. We might watch 

a movie we don’t really want to see just because everyone else does. We might 

go to a party that makes us uncomfortable because we want a place to belong. 

In big ways and small ways, our lives are filled with choices. Not all of those 

choices will put our faith on the line, but many of them will. Many of them will 

mean honoring God or not. As followers of Christ, our faith will often mean 

that we don’t blend in or go with the crowd. We might have to make a different 

choice and risk sticking out. Daniel’s friends had to make the ultimate choice 

of either following God even to death or denying God to save themselves. They 

demonstrated that believers are called to be faithful at all costs.

Believers are called to remain faithful at all costs.
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DANIEL 3:14-18

14 Nebuchadnezzar asked them, “Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, is it true that you don’t 

serve my gods or worship the gold statue I have 

set up? 15 Now if you’re ready, when you hear the 

sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, drum, 

and every kind of music, fall down and worship 

the statue I made. But if you don’t worship it, 

you will immediately be thrown into a furnace of 

blazing fire  —  and who is the god who can rescue 

you from my power?” 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego replied to the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, 

we don’t need to give you an answer to this 

question. 17 If the God we serve exists, then he 

can rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, and 

he can rescue us from the power of you, the king. 

18 But even if he does not rescue us, we want you 

as king to know that we will not serve your gods or 

worship the gold statue you set up.”

DANIEL 3:19-23

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, 

and the expression on his face changed toward 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He gave 

orders to heat the furnace seven times more than 

was customary, 20 and he commanded some of 

the best soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the 

furnace of blazing fire. 21 So these men, in their 

trousers, robes, head coverings, and other clothes, 

were tied up and thrown into the furnace of 

blazing fire. 22 Since the king’s command was so 

urgent and the furnace extremely hot, the raging 

flames killed those men who carried up Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell, bound, 

into the furnace of blazing fire.

DANIEL 3:24-27

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in alarm. 

He said to his advisers, “Didn’t we throw three 

men, bound, into the fire?” “Yes, of course, Your 

Majesty,” they replied to the king. 25 He exclaimed, 

“Look! I see four men, not tied, walking around in 

the fire unharmed; and the fourth looks like a son 

of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached 

the door of the furnace of blazing fire and called, 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you servants 

of the Most High God — come out!” So Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. 

27 When the satraps, prefects, governors, and the 

king’s advisers gathered around, they saw that the 

fire had no effect on the bodies of these men: not 

a hair of their heads was singed, their robes were 

unaffected, and there was no smell of fire on them.

EXPLORE

  scripture DANIEL 3:14-27
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ DANIEL 3:14-18.

What were Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego’s responses to the king’s threat?

What does their response say about their view 
of God?

How does the three men’s faith and action 
challenge us not to conform to peer pressure? 
How did their faith inform their actions?

.01

.02

.03

DANIEL 3:14-27

CONTEXT
As a bold statement of his own power 
and authority, Nebuchadnezzar had  
a giant golden statue—about 90 
feet tall—built in Babylon (v. 1). 
We don’t know if the image was 
of him, a Babylonian god, or 
something else. But we know that 
it was an image declaring the power 
and superiority of Babylon, and 
the king demanded that all the 
leaders come and worship it (v. 5). 
Nebuchadnezzar knew that if he 
could get the leaders of Babylon to 
worship the idol, then the people 
would follow suit. The king needed 
to know his leaders and the people 
were loyal to him. The dream that 
Daniel had interpreted for him 
affirmed stability and power in 
his life, but that was going to be 
diminished at some point (Dan. 2). 
He was going to do everything in 
his power to determine who was 
for him and eliminate whoever was 
against him. Anyone who refused 
to worship the golden image would 
pay the price (3:6).
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READ DANIEL 3:19-23.

Why did the king respond even more harshly 
than he had initially threatened?

Why was the king so enraged? Everyone else 
had bowed to the statue as he commanded, so 
why were these three men so crucial?

READ DANIEL 3:24-27.

How did God provide in a seemingly impossible 
circumstance? Who was in the fire with 
the men?

What does it say about God that the men were 
completely unharmed? How did it testify of 
God’s power to everyone who gathered to see?

How did Nebuchadnezzar recognize God at 
work in this miraculous rescue?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

GIVE AN ANSWER
Who was the fourth man in the fire? 
Scholars have debated for centuries 
about who was in the fire with 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
Some believe it was an angel sent 
to rescue them. Others believe it 
was an appearance of Christ before 
He had come in the flesh. Both are 
completely within the power of 
God. Despite all the research and 
knowledge, ultimately, we can’t say 
for sure who was in the fire. But we 
do know what it says about God: 
that He is fully able to rescue us 
(Isa. 43:2). His presence was with 
them, even in the fire. Additionally, 
there is certainly symbolism here 
that points us to Jesus, who by 
dying on the cross, entered the 
fire of God’s wrath to save sinners 
like us.
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NOW

 what?
DANIEL 3:14-27

What hard choices do we have 
to make to be faithful in our 
daily lives?

How can you be intentional in 
praying for Christians around the 
world who are persecuted for 
following Jesus?

.09 .10

Where do you struggle to be 
faithful in the face of peer 
pressure? How might God be 
challenging you to be bold in 
your faith?

Where do you need to trust 
God’s character, regardless 
of the outcome of your 
circumstances?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
Believers are called to remain faithful at all costs.
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day 1

DANIEL 
3:14-18
DWELL
In chapter 2, King Nebuchadnezzar had honored 
Daniel, his God, and his friends after Daniel successfully 
recounted and interpreted the king's troubling dream. 
Now in chapter 3, however, we see that the king is back 
to his old ways. He is still clinging to his pride and his 
power, and has constructed a golden idol for his citizens 
to worship. If they do not, by law they will be thrown 
into a fiery furnace. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
know that their life is on the line when they refuse to 
follow the king’s law and continue to serve only their 
God, trusting that if it is His will, He can and will save 
them from the fire.

Why was the king so furious that the men 
would not worship the idol, but only their 
own God?

How does God give you strength to follow 
Him and avoid the pressure to just go 
along with the culture around you?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Daniel 3:17 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Ask God for the faith to trust Him when choosing to 
obey Him feels risky or dangerous.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE DANIEL 3:17

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

DANIEL 
3:24-27
DWELL
Things didn’t go the way that the king had planned. Not 
only were the men not injured or even touched by the fire 
in the slightest, but a fourth mysterious figure appeared 
with them among the flames. What's more, none of the 
four were bound, even though the king had the men 
bound tightly. God used the steadfast faith of these men 
to show the king and his counselors that God was faithful 
and mighty to protect those who served Him. This does 
not mean that God always prevents harm or hardship 
for those who follow Him. But it does mean that when 
we choose to remain faithful, He can and will use our 
faithfulness to display His glory and power to the world.

What do these verses tell you about God’s 
authority and power?

How has God used you and your 
faithfulness to demonstrate His love and 
glory to others?

MEMORIZE
Break Daniel 3:17 into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Praise God that even when we are challenged by earthly 
powers and authorities, we can trust Him to be King 
over all.

day 2

DANIEL 
3:19-23
DWELL
By refusing to follow the king’s commands, the men 
weren’t just being stubborn. They were proclaiming that 
even though they served the king in an official capacity, 
he did not have the ultimate authority over their lives. 
That honor was reserved only for the God of Israel. 
This enraged the king so much that he decided their 
punishment for disobedience should be even greater 
than usual. Although you most likely have the privilege 
to worship freely without fear of death, we should not 
forget that around the world, faithful brothers and 
sisters choose to follow Christ despite knowing that they 
risk imprisonment or even death for their faith.

What do we learn about the way that 
the king ruled His kingdom? How is this 
different from the way Jesus rules?

How can you follow God courageously 
the way these men did? How do you find 
this courage?

MEMORIZE
Write Daniel 3:17 on a note card and place it in a folder 
or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Pray for Christians around the world who are arrested 
or killed for their faith every day.
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day 5

HEBREWS 
11:32-40
DWELL
The story of the fiery furnace is just one example of 
followers who have put their lives on the line to stay 
faithful to God. The author of the Book of Hebrews 
gives us many more examples of times when God’s 
people were put to the test by enemy powers. The 
writer of Hebrews concludes by pointing out that these 
people had commendable faith, even though their hope 
of a Messiah—Jesus Christ—was still in the future. 
How much more should we respond to God with faith 
and humility now that Jesus has come to show us a 
perfect example of life in God’s kingdom?

How did faith give these men and women 
courage to follow God no matter what it 
cost them?

How does the promise of life in God’s 
kingdom motivate you to act when your 
faith is challenged?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Daniel 3:17 aloud from memory with 
a friend or family member. They can prompt you with 
the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God for giving us the promise of eternal life in 
His kingdom.

day 4

DANIEL 
3:28-30
DWELL

Why did the king issue his decree? 
What impressed him about God and His 
followers?

How can these verses help you talk about 
your faith in God with other people?

God’s display of power in the fiery furnace impressed 
the king so much that he made a new decree—
everyone in Babylon was now strictly forbidden from 
saying anything against Israel’s God. It’s possible that 
the decree was the king’s attempt to appease and avoid 
possible retaliation from a God who could perform 
such mighty miracles to save His followers. The faith 
of these men and the resulting miracle was not enough 
to turn the king away from following his own nation’s 
gods, but it did show him that the God who Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego followed was 
powerful, worthy of honor and praise.

MEMORIZE
Draw Daniel 3:17 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Praise God for working in ways that can make His glory 
and power obvious to even His enemies.
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BROUGHT
LOW

DANIEL 4:28-37

THIS WEEK’S focus
All of us struggle with pride. It comes in many shapes and sizes. It even comes 

in false humility. But it’s there, lurking behind and underneath most of our 

other sins. And throughout our lives, the Lord will give us reminders of it. 

Despite our hard work, put-together lives, and moral merit badges, God alone 

will receive ultimate glory. At every moment that we find ourselves brought 

low—in small or significant ways—we should allow it to draw our eyes upward 

to the Most High God. Because He is over all creation, God will humble our 

prideful hearts.

CENTRAL truth
God will humble our prideful hearts.
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DANIEL 4:28-30

28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 

29 At the end of twelve months, as he was 
walking on the roof of the royal palace in 
Babylon, 30 the king exclaimed, “Is this not 

Babylon the Great that I have built to be a 
royal residence by my vast power and for my 
majestic glory?”

DANIEL 4:31-33

31 While the words were still in the king’s 
mouth, a voice came from heaven: “King 
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared that the 
kingdom has departed from you. 32 You will 
be driven away from people to live with the 
wild animals, and you will feed on grass like 
cattle for seven periods of time, until you 
acknowledge that the Most High is ruler 

over human kingdoms, and he gives them 
to anyone he wants.” 33 At that moment 
the message against Nebuchadnezzar was 
fulfilled. He was driven away from people. 
He ate grass like cattle, and his body was 
drenched with dew from the sky, until his 
hair grew like eagles’ feathers and his nails 
like birds’ claws.

DANIEL 4:34-37

34 But at the end of those days, I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven, and 
my sanity returned to me. Then I praised 
the Most High and honored and glorified 
him who lives forever: For his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, and his 
kingdom is from generation to generation. 

35 All the inhabitants of the earth are counted 
as nothing, and he does what he wants with 
the army of heaven and the inhabitants of 
the earth. There is no one who can block his 

hand or say to him, “What have you done?” 

36 At that time my sanity returned to me, 
and my majesty and splendor returned to me 
for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and 
my nobles sought me out, I was reestablished 
over my kingdom, and even more greatness 
came to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise, exalt, and glorify the King of the 
heavens, because all his works are true and 
his ways are just. He is able to humble those 
who walk in pride.

EXPLORE

  scripture DANIEL 4:28-37
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ DANIEL 4:28-30.

What was Nebuchadnezzar’s attitude toward 
his kingdom? His view of himself?

Why might God have allowed a whole year to 
pass after warning Nebuchadnezzar in a dream 
(see vv. 1-18)?

What are some of the things we can survey in 
our own lives and easily take credit for?

.01

.02

.03

DANIEL 4:28-37

CONTEXT
In Daniel 4, Nebuchadnezzar is 
resting easy in his flourishing 
kingdom. Babylon was prospering 
under his watch, and the king had 
likely taken credit for that reality. 
So it was no surprise that when he 
had an uncertain dream, he began 
to panic (vv. 1-18). His kingdom 
had never been greater, but he 
knew it wouldn’t last forever. So, 
Nebuchadnezzar summoned all 
the magicians and enchanters to 
the palace to interpret what he 
saw. Daniel, of course, was his 
most trusted aid when it came to 
interpreting dreams, and he told 
the king what the dream meant: 
that the king would prosper 
until he became too proud. God 
would eventually humble him as a 
reminder that only the Most High 
God rules over all the kingdoms of 
the earth. The king would be sent 
out into the wilderness to live like a 
beast of the field (vv. 19-27).
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READ DANIEL 4:31-33.

Why was living like a wild animal a fitting 
punishment for Nebuchadnezzar?

Are such extreme measures always required 
for God to humble us? Why or why not?

READ DANIEL 4:34-37.

Did this mean Nebuchadnezzar was truly 
changed? Had he surrendered to Israel’s God?

What does it mean that he “looked up to 
heaven” (v. 34)?

What does Nebuchadnezzar’s response 
teach us?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

CONTEXT
The description of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
humiliation is undoubtedly bizarre. 
The text tells us that he was sent 
away from people and lived with wild 
animals. He even ate like an animal. 
Everything about the description of 
his behavior is animal-like. It is likely 
that Nebuchadnezzar experienced a 
kind of mental breakdown which 
led to this behavior. We know that 
when the period of time was over, 
his “sanity returned” to him (v. 34). 
To draw too many conclusions about 
the specifics would be out of the 
scope of what the text offers us, but 
he was certainly far from himself for 
that period of time.
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NOW

 what?
DANIEL 4:28-37

Where does pride creep 
in most in your life and in 
your heart? Where are the 
unsuspecting ways pride comes 
to the surface?

What is your own “kingdom” 
that you are prideful about? Is 
it your accomplishments? Your 
family? Your social standing? 
Your morals?

.10

Nebuchadnezzar needed a right 
view of God to humble him. 
Is there any way you need a 
renewed and right view of God?

How might your humility 
fuel your worship? How can 
worship help keep you humble 
before God?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
God will humble our prideful hearts.

.09
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day 1

DANIEL 
4:28-30
DWELL
Daniel had warned the king that God would humble 
him and drive him out of his palace to live with wild 
animals until he acknowledged the Most High God’s 
divine rulership (vv. 24-27). But this knowledge didn’t 
lead the king to humility; instead, it led him deeper 
into his pride. Walking on the rooftop of the palace one 
night, he was struck by how great the kingdom was that 
he had built by his own power and for his own glory. 

Why was it a problem for the king to be 
proud of his kingdom?

How can you acknowledge God’s role 
in providing for your needs and in your 
accomplishments?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Daniel 4:37 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Thank God for all that He has given you—your talents, 
skills, resources, accomplishments, other people to 
help you, and more. 

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE DANIEL 4:37

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

DANIEL 
4:34-37
DWELL
If Nebuchadnezzar had been stubborn enough, he 
might have spent the rest of his life living like an 
animal, refusing to acknowledge God’s power and 
glory. But one day, he turned his eyes toward heaven 
and declared that Daniel’s God truly was the Most 
High God. Apparently he had learned his lesson and his 
praise was genuine, because God restored—and even 
increased—all the king’s former wealth and authority 
to him. He no longer glorified himself above all, but 
exalted God instead.

What did the king specifically praise 
God for? Rewrite verses 34-35 in your 
own words.

How can you use your accomplishments 
to communicate God’s honor and glory to 
those around you?

MEMORIZE
Break Daniel 4:37 into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Use Nebuchadnezzar’s words of praise in verses 34-35 
to form your own prayer of thanksgiving and praise.

day 2

DANIEL 
4:31-33
DWELL
Nebuchadnezzar hadn’t even finished talking before 
God proclaimed His judgment on the king, just as 
Daniel had predicted. The once mighty king was 
reduced to living like a cow, unkempt and eating grass. 
The once proud king was brought lower than the most 
humble human, to the level of the animals that God 
had once given Adam and Eve authority over in the 
garden of Eden. This was a perfect illustration of how, 
in the kingdom of God, “Many who are first will be last, 
and the last first” (Mark 10:31).

What does the king's punishment tell us 
about God? About humans?

How can these verses be a “wakeup call” 
to you in your perspective on your life? 
How do they prompt you to think or act 
differently?

MEMORIZE
Write Daniel 4:37 on a note card and place it in a folder 
or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Ask God to guide you in seeing your accomplishments 
humbly. Offer Him thanks and praise.
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day 5

JAMES 
1:9-11
DWELL
Within the body of the church, both those who are rich 
and those who are poor will be on equal standing in the 
coming kingdom of God: the poor will be exalted, and 
the rich will be humbled. Therefore, James says, the 
poor should boast in the future heavenly reward that is 
promised them. As for the rich, rather than boast in their 
own wealth and social standing, they should recognize 
that these things will one day pass away and practice 
humility despite their current worldly status. James was 
not saying that having money was bad—his concern was 
more for their hearts, since their money would tempt 
them toward pride more than those who had little.

How does James use the example of grass 
and flowers to illustrate what pride can do 
to us?

Why is it sometimes difficult to be 
humble? How can prayer and studying 
Scripture help you with this?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Daniel 4:37 aloud from memory with 
a friend or family member. They can prompt you with 
the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God that He has promised life in an eternal 
kingdom for all who trust in Him alone.

day 4

PROVERBS 
16:17-20
DWELL
Throughout our lives, there will be many times that we’re 
forced to choose between two paths, two ways of living. 
We can choose to live in a prideful way that glorifies us 
and our own desires, or we can choose to live in a way 
that humbly and wisely takes into account the teachings 
of Scripture and the way of Jesus. If we choose the way 
of pridefulness, we are setting ourselves up for a fall, like 
King Nebuchadnezzar experienced. The way of humility 
may not make us as popular by the world’s standards, 
but we can trust that the Lord’s ways are always good.

How is the upright person described in 
these verses? How are their decisions 
different from those of an arrogant person?

What might some examples be of living 
humbly and upright in your day-to-day life?

MEMORIZE
Draw Daniel 4:37 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Thank God for guiding us on the path of wisdom and 
understanding through His Word.
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CENTRAL truth
God is worthy of our trust, even in our greatest trials.

FAITHFUL 
RESCUER

DANIEL 6:10-24

THIS WEEK’S focus
Trusting others when you feel out of control can be difficult. None of us like 

the feeling of circumstances being out of our hands, having to rely on someone 

else to get us through. It’s like sitting in the passenger seat while the driver 

navigates bad traffic or being in a scary thunderstorm. Yet, God calls us to 

continually trust Him with not only our lives, but also with our days, our 

decisions, and our difficulties. Daniel faced one of the greatest threats in his 

life as he was sentenced to the lion’s den. He too had to remember that God is 

worthy of our trust, even in our greatest trials.
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EXPLORE

  scripture DANIEL 6:10-24
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DANIEL 6:10-14

10 When Daniel learned that the document had 

been signed, he went into his house. The windows 

in its upstairs room opened toward Jerusalem, 

and three times a day he got down on his knees, 

prayed, and gave thanks to his God, just as he had 

done before. 11 Then these men went as a group 

and found Daniel petitioning and imploring his 

God. 12 So they approached the king and asked 

about his edict: “Didn’t you sign an edict that for 

thirty days any person who petitions any god or 

man except you, the king, will be thrown into 

the lions’ den?” The king answered, “As a law of 

the Medes and Persians, the order stands and is 

irrevocable.” 13 Then they replied to the king, 

“Daniel, one of the Judean exiles, has ignored 

you, the king, and the edict you signed, for he 

prays three times a day.” 14 As soon as the king 

heard this, he was very displeased; he set his mind 

on rescuing Daniel and made every effort until 

sundown to deliver him.

DANIEL 6:15-18

15 Then these men went together to the king and 

said to him, “You know, Your Majesty, that it is 

a law of the Medes and Persians that no edict or 

ordinance the king establishes can be changed.” 

16 So the king gave the order, and they brought 

Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The 

king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you 

continually serve, rescue you!” 17 A stone was 

brought and placed over the mouth of the den. The 

king sealed it with his own signet ring and with 

the signet rings of his nobles, so that nothing in 

regard to Daniel could be changed. 18 Then the 

king went to his palace and spent the night fasting. 

No diversions were brought to him, and he could 

not sleep.

DANIEL 6:19-24

19 At the first light of dawn the king got up and 

hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he reached the 

den, he cried out in anguish to Daniel. “Daniel, 

servant of the living God,” the king said, “has your 

God, whom you continually serve, been able to 

rescue you from the lions?” 21 Then Daniel spoke 

with the king: “May the king live forever. 22 My God 

sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths; and they 

haven’t harmed me, for I was found innocent 

before him. And also before you, Your Majesty, I 

have not done harm.” 23 The king was overjoyed 
and gave orders to take Daniel out of the den. 
When Daniel was brought up from the den, he 
was found to be unharmed, for he trusted in his 
God. 24 The king then gave the command, and 
those men who had maliciously accused Daniel 
were brought and thrown into the lions’ den — 
they, their children, and their wives. They had not 
reached the bottom of the den before the lions 

overpowered them and crushed all their bones.



CONVERSATION

      questions
READ DANIEL 6:10-14.

What was Daniel’s response to finding out 
there was a law against praying to God?

How do we see evidence of Daniel’s ongoing 
faithfulness? How was prayer foundational to 
his life, even in captivity?

What was the king’s reaction to hearing about 
Daniel’s fate?

.01

.02

.03

HISTORY
Chapter 6 finds Daniel continuing 
to serve faithfully in the palace, but 
now under King Darius. Darius was 
a Persian king who came to power 
following the Persians’ victory 
over Babylon. Daniel’s faithfulness 
had allowed him to gain favor over 
the years and he continued to rise 
through the ranks in the palace. 
When Darius took the throne, he 
left the leaders in place, with Daniel 
being one of the top three positions 
(vv. 1-2). The king even hoped to 
make him second in command 
(v. 3). But with every shift of power, 
there is the potential for unrest or 
chaos. Those who are greedy for 
power will take any opportunity 
to reach for it. Evidently some of 
the other leaders had been looking 
for a reason to get rid of Daniel, so 
they thought they would use his 
faith against him. Daniel had been 
completely faithful, however, so 
they had to cook up a reason to find 
him guilty (vv. 4-5).

DANIEL 6:10-24
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READ DANIEL 6:15-18.

How did the king advocate for Daniel, even 
on the way to death? Why is his response of 
faith significant?

How did Daniel’s character continue to be 
made known?

READ DANIEL 6:19-24.

According to Daniel, why had God spared his 
life in the lions' den?

Look back at verse 21. How did Daniel continue 
to honor the king who had sentenced him 
to die?

What were the ways the king responded to 
God’s rescue?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

THEOLOGY
Daniel was rescued from the lions' 
den. But what about all the people 
who cry out to God and don’t 
experience His rescue in the same, 
tangible way? Of course, innocence 
doesn’t always prevent us from 
suffering. We live in a broken world 
full of broken people and even 
broken rules. As believers, we should 
strive to reflect Daniel’s faith, even 
in the face of death or suffering. But 
he was not guaranteed a rescue, just 
like the men in the fiery furnace. 
Yet, all four of them were willing 
to die for their faith in the true 
God. Even though they were falsely 
accused, they stood tall and trusted 
God, just as many saints who have 
gone before (Heb. 11:35b-40). 
In this way we can’t help but see 
the ways they point us forward to 
Jesus. He too would stand accused 
of sins for which He was innocent. 
He too would face death in order to 
be faithful. And His faithfulness to 
lay down His life meant that we too 
can live forever with Him.
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NOW

 what?
DANIEL 6:10-24

How does Daniel’s faithfulness 
in prayer encourage and 
challenge you?

Daniel could have prayed in 
secret, but he didn’t. How does his 
continued obedience, even in the 
face of trial, challenge us to act?

.09 .10

What is one way that you can 
trust God with a choice or 
experience in your life?

Daniel was powerless to rescue 
himself. What do you need that 
only God can do or provide?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
God is worthy of our trust, even in our greatest trials.
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day 1

DANIEL 
6:3-9
DWELL
The other administrators in Darius’s palace had it out 
for Daniel. He was a foreigner, and he prayed to a foreign 
God, yet he was somehow still the king’s favorite. 
Daniel’s humility and faithfulness, and his God’s favor, 
set him above all the rest. So in their jealousy, the staff 
started plotting, and came up with a perfect plan: they 
would have King Darius sign a law against worshiping 
anyone other than the king for thirty days. They knew 
that Daniel would either be forced to submit himself to 
the law or be killed. 

How did the administrators trick King 
Darius into signing the edict?

How has jealousy sometimes motivated 
you to act unjustly toward others? How 
could humility have helped?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Daniel 6:27 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Pray that you would turn your eyes toward God 
and His goodness when jealousy threatens to cloud 
your judgment.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE DANIEL 6:27

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

DANIEL 
6:15-18
DWELL
The king knew that making an exception to the law 
for Daniel would undermine his authority as king. His 
hands were tied—he would need to follow through 
with Daniel’s punishment. So he threw Daniel into a pit 
full of lions—a common form of execution at the time. 
So that no one would dare to rescue or assist Daniel, 
the king left an impression of his signet ring on the 
stone covering the pit. But the king’s heart wasn’t in it, 
and he spent the night fasting, unable to sleep or rest. 
Only a miracle could save Daniel now. 

Why did Darius’s staff remind him that the 
law could not be changed (v. 15)?

Who or what might you need to stop 
putting your trust in so you can trust God 
more fully?

MEMORIZE
Break Daniel 6:27 into 3–5 smaller parts and try 
to recite a different part to yourself from memory 
throughout each day.

PRAY
Thank God that even when you can’t see a way out of a 
situation, God is already working behind the scenes for 
your good and His name.

day 2

DANIEL 
6:10-14
DWELL
When Daniel heard about the edict, he didn’t search 
for a way to get out of complying, or complain about 
how unfair it was. He just kept doing what he knew 
was right—he prayed to his God. The administrators 
knew this was their chance. They slyly asked the king, 
“Didn’t you just sign an edict against praying to other 
gods?” The king agreed that he had, and they told him 
that they had caught Daniel breaking the law. Darius 
realized he’d been tricked by his own staff. But there 
was no way around it—Daniel had broken the law, and 
the king couldn’t take it back. Daniel would have to die.

What do these verses teach you 
about Daniel, King Darius, and their 
relationship?

What can you learn from these verses 
about how to react when your faith conflicts 
with the world’s expectations of you?

MEMORIZE
Write Daniel 6:27 on a note card and place it in a folder 
or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Ask God for the faith and courage to follow Him even 
when it isn’t easy or popular.
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day 5

PSALM 
46:1-7
DWELL
When you are afraid or overwhelmed, turning to the 
Book of Psalms can be a way to find words to help you 
pray, or to remind you of God’s faithful protection and 
guidance. God will not always prevent calamity from 
happening, but we can trust that even in the midst of 
our worst days—days when it feels like the world is 
falling down around us—God is right there with us to 
offer courage, comfort, peace, and hope.

What does it mean that God is a refuge? 
How can this give us courage?

How can the encouragement from this 
psalm change how you pray to God 
for help?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Daniel 6:27 aloud from memory with 
a friend or family member. They can prompt you with 
the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY

Praise God for being a reliable help in times of trouble. 
Read Psalm 46 again if you need inspiration.

day 4

DANIEL 
6:19-24
DWELL
Darius had seen the strength of Daniel’s faith, and 
hoped that Daniel’s God was mighty enough to save him 
from the lions. And sure enough, when the king rushed 
to the pit first thing the next morning, Daniel greeted 
him humbly—the lions had not been able to harm a 
hair on his head, and neither had he needed to harm 
them. God was truly with His servant Daniel. The men 
who had acted against Daniel, however, did not fare as 
well, and the king ordered their execution. The hungry 
lions that had been prevented from harming Daniel 
now killed their new victims quickly and brutally.

What might this miracle have 
communicated to Darius about Daniel’s 
faith and about his God?

What characteristics of God tell you that 
He is worthy to trust in times of trouble? 
Do you believe this?

MEMORIZE
Draw Daniel 6:27 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Praise God that He is far greater than any trouble we 
will face in our lives.
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FUTURE 
SECURED

DANIEL 7:1-14

THIS WEEK’S focus
Most of us wish we had some kind of ability to know what the future has in 

store for us. We would love someone to tell us where we will go to college, what 

kind of jobs we will have, who (or if) we will marry, and where we will live. 

Thinking about all the unknowns of the future can be equal parts exhilarating 

and terrifying at times. One of Daniel’s gifts was receiving and interpreting 

dreams, and God gave him many visions for the future. Even with a special 

insight into what was coming for Israel, Daniel still had to trust God for the 

days ahead. Just like Daniel, believers can be confident in our future with God.

CENTRAL truth
Believers can be confident in our future with God.
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EXPLORE

  scripture DANIEL 7:1-14

daily discipleship guide | 94

DANIEL 7:1-6

1 In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, 

Daniel had a dream with visions in his mind as he 

was lying in his bed. He wrote down the dream, 

and here is the summary of his account. 2 Daniel 

said, “In my vision at night I was watching, and 

suddenly the four winds of heaven stirred up the 

great sea. 3 Four huge beasts came up from the 

sea, each different from the other. 4 The first 

was like a lion but had eagle’s wings. I continued 

watching until its wings were torn off. It was lifted 

up from the ground, set on its feet like a man, and 

given a human mind. 5 Suddenly, another beast 

appeared, a second one, that looked like a bear. 

It was raised up on one side, with three ribs in 

its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up! 

Gorge yourself on flesh.’ 6 After this, while I was 

watching, suddenly another beast appeared. It was 

like a leopard with four wings of a bird on its back. 

It had four heads, and it was given dominion.

DANIEL 7:7-8

7 “After this, while I was watching in the night 

visions, suddenly a fourth beast appeared, 

frightening and dreadful, and incredibly strong, 

with large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed, 

and it trampled with its feet whatever was left. 

It was different from all the beasts before it, and 

it had ten horns. 8 While I was considering the 

horns, suddenly another horn, a little one, came 

up among them, and three of the first horns were 

uprooted before it. And suddenly in this horn 

there were eyes like the eyes of a human and a 

mouth that was speaking arrogantly.

DANIEL 7:9-14

9 “As I kept watching, thrones were set in place, and 

the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was 

white like snow, and the hair of his head like whitest 

wool. His throne was flaming fire; its wheels were 

blazing fire. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming 

out from his presence. Thousands upon thousands 

served him; ten thousand times ten thousand 

stood before him. The court was convened, and the 

books were opened. 11 I watched, then, because 

of the sound of the arrogant words the horn was 

speaking. As I continued watching, the beast was 

killed and its body destroyed and  given over to the 

burning fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, their 

dominion was removed, but an extension of life 

was granted to them for a certain period of time. 

13 I continued watching in the night visions, and 

suddenly one like a son of man was coming with 

the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient 

of Days and was escorted before him. 14 He was 

given dominion and glory and a kingdom, so 

that those of every people, nation, and language 

should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom 

is one that will not be destroyed.”



CONVERSATION

      questions
READ DANIEL 7:1-6.

What were the three beasts that Daniel saw? In 
his dream, where did they come from?

What do you notice about the attributes of each 
animal? What do these images bring up in your 
mind based on Daniel’s descriptions?

READ DANIEL 7:7-8.

Why was the fourth beast even worse? Why 
might the horns be significant?

.01

.02

.03

DANIEL 7:1-14

GIVE AN ANSWER
These portions of Daniel, along with 
a few other parts of Scripture (like 
Revelation) use a style of writing 
known as “apocalyptic literature” 
or just "apocalypse." This usually 
includes revelation about the future, 
and it usually does so with vivid, 
highly symbolic language—typically 
in the form of dreams or visions. It 
can be confusing and sometimes even 
frightening to read these parts of the 
Bible. However, it is important to 
remember that this kind of literature 
was written to a group of people 
who were suffering. In Daniel’s time, 
God’s people were living in exile. In 
Revelation, John was writing to the 
early followers of Jesus who were 
being heavily persecuted. These 
visions—even with all the bizarre 
scenes—are ultimately reminders of 
the hope we have in a future that is 
secure in Christ.
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What kind of feelings would you have if you saw 
a vision of these beasts? What fears might it 
bring up in you?  

READ DANIEL 7:9-14.

Who is the Ancient of Days? What stands out 
about how He is described?

What happened to the beasts?  What did this 
part of the vision mean?

Who was this "Son of Man"? How is 
He described?

How does verse 14 summarize much of the 
Book of Daniel?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

HISTORY
God used the image of these four 
beasts to represent four different 
nations or kings. While there has 
been much debate about the specific 
nations, traditional interpretation 
points us to Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Greece, and Rome as the four 
kingdoms at hand. Regardless of 
the specifics of the represented 
nations, these passages point to the 
instability of all earthly kingdoms. 
Ultimately, Israel’s hope for a 
restored kingdom will only come 
through the Ancient of Days.
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NOW

 what?
DANIEL 7:1-14

CENTRAL truth
Believers can be confident in our future with God.

How does God’s ultimate rule 
and reign give us comfort in a 
broken world?

How does Daniel’s vision of the 
Son of Man point us to Jesus?

.09 .10

How do we sometimes look to 
earthly leaders to do for us what 
only God can do?

What hope do we have in God’s 
eternal kingdom? How does that 
inform our choices and living 
here and now?

.11 .12
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day 1

DANIEL 
7:1-3
DWELL
Not only was Daniel gifted with the ability to interpret 
others’ prophetic dreams, but as He did with Ezekiel, 
God often spoke to Daniel through prophetic dreams 
of his own. This dream begins with the image of four 
winds (“four” indicating that the winds came from all 
corners of the world) stirring up the sea into a frenzy. 
From the stormy sea rose four great, terrifying beasts. 
Daniel later writes that these beasts represented four 
kings or nations that would take power throughout 
history (v. 17). Based on the violent image of the 
stirred-up sea, already you can guess that these kings 
would not come to power peacefully. 

Why do you think God communicated with 
Daniel through his dreams like this?

Have you experienced a situation like 
this, where people or an event stirred 
things up? How was God present in that 
situation?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Daniel 7:14 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Pray that God would be your steady foundation in the 
midst of the chaos of life.

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE DANIEL 7:14

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?

daily discipleship guide | 98



day 3

DANIEL 
7:9-14
DWELL
As the dream continued, Daniel saw an image of God 
taking His seat on a throne of burning fire. A fiery 
river flowed from His presence and a huge crowd 
was gathered. God was holding court and presiding 
as judge over the beasts—but not only did He have 
the authority and power to pronounce judgment, He 
also had the authority to carry out those judgments. 
The last beast was destroyed in the fire, and the other 
beasts were removed from power, though they were 
allowed to remain alive a while longer. Then “one like a 
Son of Man”—Jesus—approached the throne and was 
given dominion and glory and an everlasting kingdom. 
What a glorious picture of the God we serve!

What do these descriptions of God the 
Father, God the Son, and His kingdom tell 
you about them?

How could the reality of God’s eternal 
kingdom influence the way you react to 
conflict and hardship in your life now?

MEMORIZE
Break Daniel 7:14 into 3–5 smaller parts and try to recite 
a different part to yourself from memory throughout 
each day.

PRAY
Thank God that His kingdom is for people of all nations 
and languages.

day 2

DANIEL 
7:4-8
DWELL
Each of the great beasts was different, but they were 
all strange and terrifying. The first animal, the lion, 
represented King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, who 
you read about in session 10. The second, the bear, 
represented the Medo-Persian Empire, which arose 
after Babylon and was known for its fierceness in battle. 
The third animal, a leopard, represented Greece, which 
conquered the entire area with great speed. And the 
fourth animal, which was so different from the others 
that it could not be named, represented Rome, which 
had a power and might greater than any of the others.

Why are these four animals and the way 
they’re described fitting symbols for the 
four conquering nations?

How can it help you now to have an 
understanding about these ancient 
civilizations?

MEMORIZE
Write Daniel 7:14 on a note card and place it in a folder 
or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Thank God that His kingdom is different and better 
than any that have come before.
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day 5

HEBREWS 
10:32-39
DWELL
Though these visions of God show us that He is truly 
glorious, we still live in this world that has been broken 
by sin. Following Jesus does not mean that we will not 
suffer—in fact, it is almost guaranteed that we will, 
either because we choose to live in a radical way that is 
often in conflict with the ways of the world, or simply 
because we live in a world where trouble and hardships 
happen. The author of Hebrews reminded his readers to 
endure these trials patiently and faithfully, because of 
God’s promises of His eternal kingdom and salvation. 
We can have strength when life gets tough because we 
know that God’s promises are a sure thing.

What are the promises that the author of 
Hebrews mentions in verse 36?

What would it look like for you to have this 
sort of endurance and confidence?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Daniel 7:14 aloud from memory with 
a friend or family member. They can prompt you with 
the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Pray that God would give you the strength to joyfully 
endure life’s trials and struggles for the sake of 
His promises.

day 4

REVELATION 
1:12-19
DWELL
In John’s vision, he saw Jesus—once again called the 
Son of Man—standing among seven lampstands, 
which represented the seven churches of the ancient 
world (to whom the letters in chapters 2–3 would be 
addressed). Jesus is described using language similar 
to that of the Ancient of Days in Daniel 7—He had 
white hair, flaming eyes, feet like fine bronze, a sword 
coming from His mouth, and His face was radiant like 
the sun. The image is one of holiness, power, strength, 
and majesty. It’s no surprise that when John came face-
to-face with this awe-inspiring picture of his Lord Jesus 
in all His glory, John fell to his face in fear and worship. 

Compare this description of Jesus with 
the Ancient of Days in Daniel 7:9-10. What 
do you learn about Jesus?

How can these verses impact your prayers 
and worship?

MEMORIZE
Draw Daniel 7:14 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Ask God to use passages like this one to grow your 
understanding of Jesus as the worthy King.
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CENTRAL truth

CONFESSIONS
DANIEL 9:4-19

THIS WEEK’S focus
Confessing something we have done wrong is never fun. We have all had to 

come clean about a trick we pulled on a sibling or a rule we broke without 

our parents knowing. Sometimes we have to be honest about more serious 

indiscretions—cheating on a test, stealing something from a store, or lying to 

someone we love. Oftentimes, even for all the ways that we fell short, we are 

met with grace and forgiveness that we don’t deserve. Daniel knew this to be 

true of God as he pleaded for God’s forgiveness and mercy toward the exiled 

Israelites. Even when we are faithless, God is faithful.

Even when we are faithless, God is faithful.
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DANIEL 9:4-6
4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: 
Ah, Lord  —  the great and awe-inspiring God 
who keeps his gracious covenant with those who 
love him and keep his commands — 5 we have 
sinned, done wrong, acted wickedly, rebelled, and 

turned away from your commands and ordinances. 
6 We have not listened to your servants the 
prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, 
leaders, ancestors, and all the people of the land.

DANIEL 9:7-14
7 Lord, righteousness belongs to you, but this day 
public shame belongs to us: the men of Judah, 
the residents of Jerusalem, and all Israel — those 
who are near and those who are far, in all the 
countries where you have banished them because 
of the disloyalty they have shown toward you. 
8 Lord, public shame belongs to us, our kings, our 
leaders, and our ancestors, because we have sinned 
against you. 9 Compassion and forgiveness belong 
to the Lord our God, though we have rebelled 
against him 10 and have not obeyed the Lord our 
God by following his instructions that he set before 
us through his servants the prophets. 11 All Israel 
has broken your law and turned away, refusing to 

obey you. The promised curse written in the law of 
Moses, the servant of God, has been poured out on 
us because we have sinned against him. 12 He has 
carried out his words that he spoke against us and 
against our rulers by bringing on us a disaster that 
is so great that nothing like what has been done to 
Jerusalem has ever been done under all of heaven. 
13 Just as it is written in the law of Moses, all this 
disaster has come on us, yet we have not sought 
the favor of the Lord our God by turning from 
our iniquities and paying attention to your truth. 
14 So the Lord kept the disaster in mind and 
brought it on us, for the Lord our God is righteous 
in all he has done. But we have not obeyed him.

DANIEL 9:15-19
15 Now, Lord our God—who brought your 
people out of the land of Egypt with a strong 
hand and made your name renowned as it is this 
day—we have sinned, we have acted wickedly. 
16 Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, 
may your anger and wrath turn away from your 
city Jerusalem, your holy mountain; for because 
of our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors, 
Jerusalem and your people have become an object 
of ridicule to all those around us. 17 Therefore, our 
God, hear the prayer and the petitions of your 

servant. Make your face shine on your desolate 
sanctuary for the Lord’s sake. 18 Listen closely, 
my God, and hear. Open your eyes and see our 
desolations and the city that bears your name. 
For we are not presenting our petitions before 
you based on our righteous acts, but based on 
your abundant compassion. 19 Lord, hear! Lord, 
forgive! Lord, listen and act! My God, for your 
own sake, do not delay, because your city and your 
people bear your name.”

EXPLORE

  scripture DANIEL 9:4-19
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CONVERSATION

      questions
READ DANIEL 9:4-6.

What prompted Daniel’s prayer of 
confession and supplication (humbly asking 
for something)?

In how many different ways does Daniel 
talk about sin? Why would he use so many 
different terms?

What aspects of God’s character did Daniel 
appeal to in his prayer?

.01

.02

.03

DANIEL 9:4-19

CONTEXT
In Daniel 9:1-2, we learn that Daniel 
was writing during the first year of 
Darius the Mede’s rule. This would 
have been when Babylon—where 
the Israelites were in exile—fell to 
Persian rule, about ten years after 
Daniel’s vision in chapter 8. It is 
also clear from the text that Daniel 
was prompted to pray because he 
had been reading from the prophet 
Jeremiah (see Jer. 25:11-12). 
Accordingly, he knew that the 
seventy years of captivity of 
Jerusalem would soon be ending. 
This led Daniel to pray to the Lord 
on behalf of the exiled Israelites. 
He was desperate for God to rescue 
them, and he knew it would only 
be by God's power, authority, and 
loyalty that Jerusalem would be 
restored. Daniel called on God, 
Israel’s covenant-keeping partner, 
to remember His people, act 
according to His character, and 
reestablish Jerusalem.
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How do believers fail to hear and obey the  
voice of the Lord (v. 6)?

READ DANIEL 9:7-14.

Why did Daniel emphasize Israel’s 
public shame?

What was the promised curse that Daniel 
spoke about in verses 11-14?

READ DANIEL 9:15-19.

On the basis of what specific past actions does 
Daniel appeal to God?

What are some ways we hold up our good 
works, religious checklist, or moral behavior to 
God? Why do we think they will earn us favor?

.04

.05

.06

.07

.08

THEOLOGY
Daniel was counting on God being 
true to His own nature, namely 
that He would act with compassion 
and forgiveness toward Israel. His 
compassion is like that of a parent 
to a child. That is how God views 
Israel. His forgiveness is His ability 
to pardon our sin, though we are 
completely guilty. This is part of 
God’s very nature (Ex. 34:6-7). 
God doesn’t judge us the way we 
deserve, even though we have 
rebelled against Him (Dan. 9:9). 
Instead, He acts out of His own 
character of faithfulness, despite 
our faithlessness.
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NOW

 what?
DANIEL 9:4-19

How does Daniel’s prayer inform 
your own view of sin and your 
view of God?

How does Daniel challenge your 
practice of prayer in your daily life?

.09 .10

Does confession play a major role 
in your own prayer life? Why or 
why not?

What are some of the ways 
you have experienced God’s 
faithfulness to you, even when 
you were not faithful to Him?

.11 .12

CENTRAL truth
Even when we are faithless, God is faithful.
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day 1

DANIEL 
9:4-6
DWELL
Confession, repentance, and lament are important 
spiritual practices. Here we see Daniel begin a prayer of 
confession and lament on behalf of the Israelites. The 
years God had ordained for the period of Babylonian 
exile would be soon coming to an end—had Israel 
learned its lesson? Daniel had been God’s spokesman 
to the people, but now he spoke to God on behalf of his 
fellow Israelites. He confessed that they had not been 
faithful to God, and that they had not listened to the 
prophets God had sent to warn them. God knew all this 
already, of course—confession isn’t about telling God 
something He doesn’t already know, but acknowledging 
our wrongs and our desire to change.

Why did Daniel need to confess Israel’s sin 
when he himself had been faithful to God?

How could you regularly include 
confession, repentance, and lament in 
your own walk with God?

MEMORIZE
Use a phone or computer to record yourself reading 
Daniel 9:9 aloud. Listen to this recording throughout 
the week.

PRAY
Say a prayer of confession and lament for the times you 
have not been faithful to Him. 

       DAILY
devotions

MEMORIZE DANIEL 9:9

7 ARROWS FOR 
BIBLE READING

What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?
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day 3

DANIEL 
9:15-19
DWELL

What reasons did Daniel give for God to 
forgive His people? Did he think Israel 
deserved this forgiveness?

How do your actions and God’s work in 
your life all point to His character and 
reputation? How could this influence the 
way you live?

Daniel reminded God of the time when He brought 
His people out of Egypt, and contrasted this with how 
faithless the people had been since then. However, 
he also knew that God is faithful and good, and with 
words of praise he asked God to turn away His anger 
and restore Israel for the sake of His name. It wasn’t 
just the people’s future that was at stake—it was God’s 
very reputation among the nations. If He left the 
Israelites in exile forever, He would get a reputation for 
being a cruel and unjust God. Showing mercy to His 
people would show the nations that He still cared for 
His chosen people and would treat them with mercy.

MEMORIZE
Break Daniel 9:9 into 3–5 smaller parts and try to recite 
a different part to yourself from memory throughout 
each day.

PRAY
Ask God to guide you with the wisdom to follow Him 
faithfully as you go about your days

day 2

DANIEL 
9:7-14
DWELL
Daniel emphasized how wide the gap was between 
the wicked rebelliousness of Israel and the perfect 
righteousness of God. His lament wasn’t for the 
judgment that God sent to them—he knew that 
God’s judgments are always just and deserved. After 
all, they had the words of the Law and the prophets 
to warn them. They should not have been surprised. 
No, what Daniel lamented was the sinful disobedience 
of Israel that had made the judgments necessary. God 
had shown them favor throughout their history, but 
they had repaid this love with disloyalty. Even today, 
many of us say we trust in God, then act in ways that 
demonstrate the exact opposite.

Why did Daniel emphasize just how 
disobedient Israel had been and how good 
God was in contrast?

If God already knows all things, why is it 
important for you to confess your sin to Him?

MEMORIZE
Write Daniel 9:9 on a note card and place it in a folder 
or binder where you will see it frequently. Read it to 
yourself each time you see it this week.

PRAY
Spend some time praising God for His perfect 
righteousness, justice, and mercy.
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day 5

MATTHEW 
3:10-12
DWELL
John continued to speak forcefully in the hearing of 
all who were present. By saying that the axe was at 
the root of the tree, he was adding a sense of urgency 
to his message—don’t wait! God knew whose faith 
was genuine and whose wasn’t, and He would judge 
them all by the quality of the actions and attitudes 
that their faith produced. John wasn’t saying that we 
earn salvation by good works; he was saying that we 
demonstrate the sincerity of our faith by how much 
that faith changes our hearts and our behaviors. Jesus 
was coming, and His coming would change everything.

How did John’s metaphors of the trees 
and the threshing floor relate to the 
Pharisees’ and Sadducees’ hypocrisy?

How can you be sure that your faith is 
producing good fruit? What part does the 
Holy Spirit play?

MEMORIZE
Practice reciting Daniel 9:9 aloud from memory with 
a friend or family member. They can prompt you with 
the next word if you need help remembering.

PRAY
Thank God that His desire is for His people to have 
changed hearts, not simply blind obedience.

day 4

MATTHEW 
3:4-9
DWELL
People were going to John the Baptist to be baptized, 
confessing and repenting and declaring their faith in 
God. But then some Sadducees and Pharisees showed 
up. John knew they weren’t there to genuinely confess or 
support John’s ministry. They were arrogantly trusting 
in their lineage as descendants of Abraham to protect 
them from God’s judgment. They saw themselves as 
righteous, but John knew their appearance there was 
just for show. He challenged them to produce fruit—
that is, results and behaviors—that showed they 
were truly repentant. He knew that their lives were 
characterized by hypocrisy rather than genuine faith.

Why was it not enough that the Pharisees 
and Sadducees were descendants 
of Abraham?

How can Christian community help you 
each to live faithfully and avoid hypocrisy?

MEMORIZE
Draw Daniel 9:9 on a piece of paper using colored 
pencils or markers, using a different color for the most 
important words and phrases. Hang it in your room 
or locker.

PRAY
Ask God to bless your church or study group with unity 
and faith that produces good fruit.
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For a more in-depth devotional resource using the 7 Arrows, check out Seven Arrows: A 
52-Week Devotional for Teens by Matt and Sarah Rogers. This can be found at lifeway.com.
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The Bible is no ordinary book. Its every word is inspired and empowered by God (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 4:13). 
Therefore, we should not read the Bible like any other book. If you are honest, however, you may feel that 
when it comes to studying the Bible you don’t know where to start. The 7 Arrows for Bible Reading are 
designed to correct this by helping you make the most of your time in God’s Word. Each arrow represents 
a question you ought to consider every time you read God’s Word:

7 arrows
FOR BIBLE READING

What does this 
passage say?

What does this passage 
tell us about God?

What did this  passage mean 
to its original audience?

What does this passage 
tell us about man?

How does this passage change 
the way I relate to people?

What does this passage 
demand of me?

How does this passage 
prompt me to pray?



God’s plan
 OF SALVATION

daily discipleship guide | 112

Your heart tends to run from God and rebel against Him. The Bible 
calls this “sin.” Romans 3:23

Yet God loves you and wants to save you from your sin, offering you a 
relationship with Him. John 10:10

To give you this gift of salvation, God sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the 
penalty for your sins. Romans 5:8

You receive this gift by faith alone. 
Ephesians 2:8

Faith involves trusting that God alone can save you and turning away 
from a life of sin. Romans 10:9; Mark 1:15

If you want to trust that Jesus died for your sins and receive new 
life through Him, pray a prayer similar to this to express your 
repentance and faith in Him: “God, I confess I am a sinner. I believe 
Jesus died to forgive me of my sins and I now trust Your offer of 
eternal life. Thank You for forgiving me of all my sin. Thank You for 
my new life. From this day forward, I will choose to follow You.”

If you have trusted Jesus for salvation, share your decision with 
a Christian friend or pastor. If you are not already attending a 
church, find one in which you can worship and grow in your faith. 
Following Christ’s example, ask to be baptized by immersion as a 
public expression of your faith. 
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EZEKIEL & DANIEL: EXILE & HOPE 
If you’ve ever had to endure serious consequences for breaking a rule or disobeying 

your parents, you’ve had a small taste of what Ezekiel and Daniel are about. God’s 

people have been carted off to Babylon. They are living in exile because of their 

own pride and idolatry. Thankfully, however, God meets His people at their lowest 

point with hope of restoration and renewal.

Ezekiel and Daniel are two of the strangest yet most exciting books in the Bible. 

Brimming with bizarre visions, wild stunts, and miraculous rescues, these books 

hammer home the dangers of prideful rebellion while reminding us that God 

never gives up on His people, no matter how low they are. And even in the 

most difficult times of our lives, God is at work preparing us to participate in His 

glorious kingdom.
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The goal of Bible study is never 
merely to just know the Bible. 

The ultimate goal is worship. We 
want students to catch a vision 

for the glory, greatness, and 
goodness of God.

Parents are called to be the 
primary disciplers of their 

children. We recognize this 
and promise to provide 

opportunities for parents to 
exercise this calling.

It’s not enough for students to 
study the Bible on their own. 

God saves us individually, 
but He calls us to work out 
our salvation in the context 
of community by studying, 

applying, and wrestling with 
Scripture together.

God has given us a mission that 
begins where we are and extends 

to every nation on the globe. 
Explore The Bible promises to 
help students to both see their 
part and actively participate in 

this mission.

Every session of 
Explore The Bible points 
students to their need for 

Christ. We are not interested in 
producing good Pharisees, but 
disciples who see their need for 

Christ and seek Him daily.

God loved us so much that 
He took on human f lesh 

and entered our culture and 
context. Every session of 

Explore The Bible helps leaders 
enter the culture and context 
of their students in hopes of 

pointing them to Christ.

WORSHIP

FAMILY

COMMUNITY

MISSION

GOSPEL

CONTEXT

We promise to help you make the most of every Bible study  
by emphasizing the following 6 distinctives:

DISTINCTIVES
OF EXPLORE THE BIBLE: STUDENTS





FALL 2020
Isaiah 

WINTER 2020-21
Luke (Part 1) 

SPRING 2021
Luke (Part 2) 

SUMMER 2021
Job, Ecclesiastes

FALL 2021
Philippians, Colossians, 
Philemon

WINTER 2021-22
Ezekiel, Daniel 

SPRING 2022
1-2 Thessalonians 

SUMMER 2022
1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles

FALL 2022
Amos, Hosea, Jonah, 
Micah

WINTER 2022-23
John (Part 1) 

SPRING 2023
John (Part 2)

SUMMER 2023
Jeremiah,    
Lamentations

study plan

 EXPLORE THE BIBLE STUDENTS   

digital curriculum  
on ministry grid

Everything Explore the Bible Students has to 
offer is now available via a digital curriculum 
subscription on Ministry Grid. Learn more at 
https://ministrygrid.com/curriculum.
• Organize your studies and church-wide resources to use 

the right session at the right time.

• Deliver the right Bible studies to the right leaders and 
group members.

• Design your ministry experience by incorporating 
original content into your Bible study sessions.

• Update your leaders and group members quickly and 
easily through in-app emails.


