#2 “It’s Mutual”
Review:
Happy Couples Know That They Owe Each Other Everything,
But Are Owed Nothing In Return.
The Law of Christ:
•

LOVE People The Way That God In Christ Loves You.
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you,
so you must love one another. John 13:34

Application of The Law of Christ in Marriage:
Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife
as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so
also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Ephesians 5:22-24
“Patria Potestas” (First Century)
Men Had Legal Jurisdiction Over Their Children And Over Their Wives.

•

Submission is MUTUAL
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ Ephesians 5:21
“I'm Going To Leverage All Of Me For What Benefits You The Most”

•

Men, Your Wives Are ONE With You

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her
holy, cleansing[b] her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands
ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.29 After all, no one ever hated
their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of
his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh.”[c] 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However,
each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. Ephesians
5:26-33
“In God's Eyes Women Have Equal Value. Therefore Submission Is Mutual You Are To Submit To One Another."
What Happy Couples Do:
Choose His _____________Over Your Own, Choose Her _____________Over Your Own

Life Group Discussion Questions
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging environment to experience authentic
Christian community, grow faith and discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word. Connect. Grow. Move.
For more info contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com
Introduction:
We all enter into marriage with hopes, dreams, and desires. They create expectations. But when you put those expectations onto your
spouse, it turns your marriage into a debt/debtor relationship. Your relationship becomes marked by the belief that your spouse owes you
something. So, how do you keep your hopes, dreams, and desires from becoming expectations?
Discussion Questions
1.

What is your definition of a great marriage? What do you think creating a great marriage requires of each person in the
marriage?

2.

Have you ever been in a relationship in which the other person felt you owed them something? If so, what happened to that
relationship?

3.

Discuss the statement “Great marriages aren’t built on a division of labor. Great marriages are a submission competition.” How
does that statement challenge your assumptions about marriage?

4.

Read John 13:34. What are some practical ways spouses can love each other the way Christ has loved them?

5.

Read Ephesians 5:22 and 25. Do you think this advice to wives and husbands is realistic? Why or why not?

6.

What can you do this week to begin to treat your spouse—or lay the groundwork for treating your future spouse—as though he or
she owes you nothing?

7.

How can this group support you?

Application:
If your marriage is a tug of war, the thought of laying down your end of the rope first is terrifying. But remember; while you were dead in
your sin, God let go of the rope. He did something for you with no guarantee that you would return the favor. Follow his lead by dropping
your end of the rope in your marriage.

Memory Verse
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Ephesians 5:21
Source:
Northpoint Ministries – Andy Stanley “What Happy Couple Know”
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