
 
 
The King and Cross: The Rich by Pastor Kaipo Thomas 

Mark 10:17-31 
 

Jesus setting out on His Journey (v.17) 

Irony: Headed to Jerusalem to give his life,  
Rich Ruler coming to Jesus to save his life.  

Jesus Predicts His death: Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:33 

 
Ran up and knelt before Jesus (v.17) 

Postured in respect and humility 
Excited to converse with Jesus 

 

The Question: What must I do to inherit eternal life? (v.17) 
Where do you go to for answers to some of life’s more challenging 

questions? Questions about purpose, meaning, life (existence) 
I love that he seeks out Jesus for answers to his question.  

 

The Good Samaritan. Luke 10:25-37 
A lawyer asks Jesus the same question.  

Jesus’ response. Love God and Love Others.  
 

Jesus’ response to the rich ruler.  

Keep the commandments (Jesus lists 5 of the 10) 
Each commandment from the 10 great commandments 

The sixth items “Do not defraud” a possible modification 

To the 10th command to not covet.  
 

Love Your Neighbor (in essence)  
He has kept since his youth. Shoots 6 for 6 

Note to mention: Jesus does not mention the first 4 commands that 
deal more directly with God.  

 
Jesus looked at the man with love.  

Jesus sees his posture, his excitement, his request and love him 

 
The Rich Ruler… 

Wealthy in riches and possessions, status and morals, childhood and 

family, and rich in heritage 
 

Jesus responds, you lack one thing… 
Jesus knew he lacked one thing 

The Ruler knew he lacked one thing 

Jesus knew it was the path to eternal life 
The Ruler thought is was eternal life itself.  

Maybe in his conversation with the Jesus, the rich ruler would find his 
answer to his purpose, meaning, existence.  

 

Go sell all that you have, give it to the poor, you will have 
treasures in heaven, then come and follow me. (v.21) 

 

Jesus’ path a relationship with Him  
and love for others demonstrated in generosity.  
 
Life Group Response: 

Read the rest of our story. Mark 10:22-31 
Verse 25 is probably a literal response to a camel and a needle 

There remains speculation that a camel through the eye of a 

needle talks about a door in the city wall that camels could crawl 
through to enter the city. There remains no evidence of that type of 

opening existing when Jesus gave this analogy.  

So it remains that Jesus could have used this reference literally. 
Regardless of the doors existence, Jesus affirms that it is extremely 

difficult for the rich to make it to heaven.    
What difficulties may have existed with this rich ruler? 

What difficulties may exist for you in wealth or poverty?  

Jesus’ call to relationship and generosity was the path set out for the 
rich ruler. How has your relationship and the call to generosity helped 

you to find answers to purpose, meaning, and existence in life?  
What might God be calling / leading your life group into as 2019 ends 

and 2020 begins?  

Is there a way to deepen your relationship with him as a group while 
committing to a spirit of generosity this holiday season?  

For more resources and information or just to send words of 
encouragement…reach out to Pasto Kaipo @ 

kaipo@waipunachapel.com 

mailto:kaipo@waipunachapel.com

