
 
#6 “Amazing” 

Everybody Has A Propensity To NEGOTIATE With God.  
 
Negotiating With God is Based On Two Assumptions: 

1. God Knows You EXIST. 

2. You Believe That You Have Something That God WANTS. 

“God Doesn’t Want Something From You, God Wants Something For You” 

GRACE Is At The Epicenter Of Christianity. 

“It's About The Person Who Is Dispensing The Grace, Not About The Person  
Who Is Receiving The Grace.”  

 
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this 

world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 
disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh 

and of the [e]mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. Ephesians 2:1-3 
 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), Ephesians 2:4-5 

 
 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a 

result of works, so that no one may boast.  Ephesians 2:1-10 

God Leveraged His Own CHARACTER And GOODNESS To Do Something For You You Don't Deserve.  

Question:  
What Standard Will You Use To Determine Where You Stand With God?  

Choice #1: A Biblically Informed MORAL Standard. 

“Culturally We Have Just Enough Christianity In Our Thinking And Just Enough Bible In Our Understanding To 
Think That We Have A Pretty Good Idea Of What Might Be Acceptable To God” 

 

Choice #2: Your Own MADE UP Standard. 

 

 Choice #3: God’s GRACE. 

All Other Religions Are About D;, Christianity Is About DONE. 

“All The To-Dos In The Christian Faith Are A Response To What God 
 Has Already Done.” 



Life Group Discussion Questions  
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging 
environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practice loving each other, and to discover the 
life-giving truth of God’s Word. https://waipunachapel.com/church-life/life-groups 

At some point in your faith journey, you will settle into a bargaining posture with God. “God, if you wil…. , I 
promise I will… .” We all do it. That’s just part of religion—every religion. In fact, it’s so much a part of human 
nature that even some atheists and agnostics do it when they find themselves in desperate circumstances. But 
is that really how God wants us to relate to him? The problem with a bargaining posture is we never keep up 
our end of the bargain, do we?  

1. Talk about a time when someone let you off the hook or forgave a debt. How did it make you feel?  
 

2. What do you believe God wants from you?  
 

3. Do you see yourself as a person who needs God’s grace? Why or why not?  
 

4. Respond to the statement “God doesn’t negotiate because he doesn’t want something from you. He 
wants something for you.” If you believed this was true, how would it change the way you view God 
and your relationship with him?  
 

5. Most people respond to the idea of unconditional grace with, “But what about..? What’s your “But 
what about...?”  
 

6. What is one thing you can do this week to shift from a bargaining posture to a posture of gratitude for 
what God has done for you? What can this group do to help you?  

 

Moving Forward  
The good news is we don’t have to bargain with God. Christians believe that God made the first move. 
Christians believe that God so loved the world he gave his one and only Son. When you receive that gift by 
faith, the bargaining ends and the relationship begins. Obedience to God is a voluntary response of gratitude 
for what he’s given you.  

 

Changing Your Mind 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. John 3:16  
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