
 
#4 “The Role of Rules” 

“Where there is no law, but every man does what is right in his own eyes there is the least of liberty.” 
 ~Henry M. Robert~ 

 
The Premise: 
 
Rules Assume Some Sort of RELATIONSHIP 
 
• The FAMILY Model 

(The Rules Are Given After The Relationship Is Already Established) 
 
• The CLUB Model 

(The Rules Are What Establish And Maintain The Relationship) 
 
• The HOMEOWNERS Association Model.  

(If You Break The Rules They Can’t Kick You Out, But They Can Treat You Badly) 
 
The Ten Commandments (1446BC): 
 

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” 
Exodus 20:2 

 
• God Establishes Relationship BEFORE Rules 

 
Rule #1: "You shall have no other Gods before me." Exodus 20:3 
 

• The Ten Commandments Were A CONFIRMATION Not A CONDITION Of Israel’s Relationship With God. 

“The Old Testament Prophets Are Evidence Of The Fact That God Wasn't Going Give Up On His People Even 
When They Disobeyed The Laws.” 

Does God Play Favorites? 

“I, the LORD, have called you to demonstrate my righteousness. I will take you by the hand and guard you, and 
I will give you to my people, Israel, as a symbol of my covenant with them. And you will 

be a light to guide the nations. Isaiah 42:6 (NLT) 

The Way God Relates To ALL of Humanity Is The Family Model.  

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God. John 1:12(NIV) 

 “There is no more compelling motivation to worthwhile endeavor than the knowledge that we are children of 
God, that God expects us to do something with our lives, and that he will give us help when help is sought.” 

 ~Gordon B Hinckley~ 

A Question To Consider: 
 
Growing Up, Did You Feel Like Religion Was Based On The Family Model, The Club Model Or The Neighborhood 
Association Model?  



Life Group Discussion Questions  
 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging 
environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practice loving each other, and to discover the 
life-giving truth of God’s Word. https://waipunachapel.com/church-life/life-groups 
Practically speaking, rules are often the centerpiece of religious life. Many people think the Ten 
Commandments are rules that make a relationship with God possible. If you follow the rules, God will be happy. 
If you don’t, He won’t. But what if a relationship with God doesn’t depend on our obedience? When it comes 
to your relationship with God, what is the role of rules?  

1. What is it about a rule that makes it feel controlling instead of caring?  

2. What happens to a relationship when someone breaks a rule?  

3. In general, how do you react to rules? What rules are the hardest for you to keep?  

4. Talk about a time when you made rules for someone else. What was the purpose of those rules?  

5. Growing up, did you feel like religion was based on the family model, the club model, or the 

neighborhood association model?  

6. Have you entered a relationship with God through the door of faith, or have you been trying to behave 

your way in?  

Moving Forward:  
You can find out a lot about a person by the rules he or she imposes. They tell you what the person values. They 
tell you who the person values. This is also true of God’s rules. They’re not a condition for a relationship with him, 
they’re confirmation of that relationship. They provide us with a framework for healthy relationships with God 
and others. His motive is one of provision and protection for the people he loves.  

 
 
Changing Your Mind  
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God. John 1:12  
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