
 
#2 “Coming To Terms” 

• Sin Is A THEOLOGICAL Term  
(The Only Time We Really Use The Word Sin Is In Relationship To God.) 

“Part Of The Reason We Resist The Word Sin Is Because We Associate It With Divine 
Condemnation And Alienation” 

• Culturally, We Have Replaced The Word “Sin” With The Word “MISTAKER”  

• When You Make A Mistake, You CORRECT The Mistake 
(If You Are The Problem, You Can’t Correct You) 

“The Word ‘Mistake’ Falls Way Short Of The Gravity Of The Kinds Of Behaviors 
 We Sometimes Engage In? 

An ”Un-Theological” Definition Of Sin: 

• A Sinner Is Somebody Who KNOWS The Difference Between Right And Wrong And 
Chooses To Do Wrong Anyway  

What Jesus Taught About Sin 

• Sin Breaks RELATIONSHIP 

“Long As You Think You Are A” Mistaker’, You Will Never Seek Forgiveness,  
Because Mistakes Don’t Require Forgiveness.” 

• Instead Of Dumbing Sin Down Jesus ELEVATES Sin  

I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will 
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall 
not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with 

a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell….“You have 
heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 

lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  
Matthew 5:20-23 & 27-28 

“The Difficulty We Have In Accepting Responsibility For Our Behavior Lies In The Desire To 
Avoid The Pain Of The Consequences Of That Behavior” ~M. Scott Peck~ 

• Jesus Never Came To CONDEMN  Sinner - He Came To Rescue Sinners And Reconcile 
Them To God 

“Then neither do I condemn you,  Go now and leave your life of sin.” John 8:11 
 

The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this 
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. Luke 15:21-24 



• RECOGNIZING Your Sin Paves The Way To Restoration And Redemption 

“Until A Person Can Say Deeply And Honestly “I Am What I Am Today Because Of The 
Choices I Made Yesterday’ That Person Cannot Say ‘ I Choose Otherwise’”  

~Stephen R Covey~ 

 

Life Group Discussion Questions  

We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles . Life groups provide a safe and 
encouraging environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practically 
love one another, and discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word. 
https://waipunachapel.com/church-life/life-groups 

1. Why do you think our culture is uncomfortable with the word “sin”?  
2. Do you see evidence of sin in the world around us? If so, where?  
3. What kind of reaction does the word “sin” stir in you? What do you associate with 

it?  
4. Discuss the statement “Jesus’ agenda in pointing out our sin was not 

condemnation but restoration.” Is that statement difficult for you to believe? Why 
or why not?  

5. Read Luke 15:11–32. What's most surprising to you about this parable? How does it 
challenge the way you view God?  

6. Do you resist the idea that you are a sinner? Is there something offensive about 
that? If so, why? If not, why not?  

Moving Forward  
Those who knew Jesus best tell us that he is the starting point of faith. He came to bridge 
the gap created by our sin—not our unintentional mistakes, but our sin. Recognizing our 
sin paves the way to restoration and redemption. Jesus isn’t put off by your sin. He’s 
ready to forgive your sin and restore God’s relationship with you.  
 
Changing Your Mind  
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. Romans3:23–24  
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