
 
 

#8 “Invitation” 

Matthew 16:18 “…on this rock I will build my church.” 
 

Psalm 139:14 “…I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” 
 
 
 
Jesus was predicting a PEOPLE not a PLACE. 
 
 

Ekklesia = Gathering or Assembly 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all I have 
commanded you. And behold I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
 

The Church faced two challenges: 
 
 
It had become STAGNANT and it was facing PERSECUTION 
 
 
 
Matthew 13:31-32 “…The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed that a man planted in his 
field. Although it is the smallest of all seeds, yet it grows into the largest of all garden plants 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.” 
 
 
 
His promises are not based in our PERFECTION but in His FAITHFULNESS. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Life Group Discussion Questions  
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles . Life groups provide a safe and 
encouraging environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practically love 
one another, and discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word. 
https://waipunachapel.com/church-life/life-groups 

Jesus predicted that he would start a gathering, a ‘movement’ what we have come to call 
the church. And that church would spread all over the earth and outlast the Roman Empire. 
It would change the world. His prediction must have sounded outlandish to even his closest 
followers. But here we are, two thousand years later, and the Roman Empire exists only in 
history books, while Jesus’ gathering is still going strong. The church is the hope of the world 
because the church is the vehicle by which God is bringing the solution to mankind’s 
greatest problems: sin, sorrow, and death.  

1. Talk about a time when you were a member of a team or group with a shared goal. 

How did that experience help you grow personally?  

2. What do you associate with the word “church”?  

3. How does the description of the original purpose of the church differ from or affirm 

your personal experience?  

4. What are some things people think make them unworthy or disqualified from being 

fully engaged in the mission of the church? In light of Paul’s story, how might God use 

those parts of their stories to draw others to him?  

5. What are some things you can do to better understand how to use your strengths, 

weaknesses, and experiences to help draw others toward him?  

6. What is your best next step for engaging more fully in the mission of the church? 

Putting your faith in Christ? Baptism? Serving on a team? Giving? Inviting a friend? How 

can this group support you as you take that next step?  

Moving Forward In Matthew 28:18–20, Jesus invites you to participate in the multi-ethnic, 
multi-national, unstoppable activity of God on earth. The foundation of this movement is not 
a truth claim. It is an event, an event that resulted in a promise, a promise that has been 
kept. So, take a step. It’s the most significant thing you can do in your life.  

Changing Your Mind “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 
heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it. Matthew 16:15–18  
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Send Questions or Feedback to Trevor@waipunachapel.com 


