#1 “Odd Beginnings”
An Invitation To Joyful Maturity
do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature.
1 Corinthians 14:20
Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom,
that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
Colossians 1:28
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi,
with the overseers and deacons: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you
all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until
now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:1-6
The Backstory
(Three Founding Members Of The Church Of Philippi)
#1. The Wealthy, Influential Fashionista, _________________________
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple
goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was
said by Paul. And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” Acts 16:14-16
•

Lydia Finds Salvation Through __________________________Engagement

#2. The Demon Processed, Impoverished ____________________________ Girl
As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination
and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. Acts 16:16
And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to
the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that
very hour. Acts 16:18
•

The Slave Girl Finds Salvation Through _______________________ Power

#3. The Blue-Collar, Duty-Bound ___________________________
And the jailer[e] called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul
and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they
said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Acts 16:29-31
•

The Jailer Finds Salvation Through __________________________Example

Life Group Discussion Questions

We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles . Life groups provide a safe and
encouraging environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practically love one
another, grow in faith and discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word.
For more info check out our web-site @ https://waipunachapel.com/church-life/life-groups
Read Acts 16:6-40
Describe the three people that Paul meets in Acts 16 and how the gospel engages with their
lives.
a) Lydia (vs14-15)
b) The Slaver Girl (vs 16-18)
c) The Jailer (vs 23-34)
The way Paul approaches each of these three individuals is uniquely different.
How does this inform us on how we ought to share the Gospel today?
How would you approach a “Lydia’ today? Do you feel equip to give an intellectual and
reasonable answer for the hope with in you?
While we may rarely encounter a demon possessed person today. What are some applications
we can derive from the approach Paul took with her?
Paul shows remarkable grace towards the Jailer, after been undeservedly placed in stock, he is
quickly able to forgive him and then share the gospel with him. Why do you think Paul was so
readily able to forgive? Why do you think we are often times so slow to forgive?

In the first two conversation story (Lydia & the slave girl) Paul uses only words, in the third (the
Jailer) he uses only actions and the man pleads with Paul to tell him about Jesus. How can this
inform us about the balance between words and actions when communicating the Gospel in our
culture today?
If we are honest, we generally do life with people that are similar to us. What we saw in the early
church in Philippi is that the Gospel blew through all of that and created a new community that
would never have taken place before it. This is the power of Gospel reconciliation. What can you
do to help ignite this vision of reconciliation in your neighborhood, school, workplace and
community?
Source:
William Barclay “Letter to The Philippians” www.wjkbooks.com
Matt Chandler “To Live Is Christ To Die Is Gain” www.gotothehub.com
Send feedback or questions to shaun@waipunachapel.com

