
#6 “Confidence”  
 
Paul’s Exhortation: 
Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same 
things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you Philippians 3:1 

• While All Other Sources Of Joy In Our Lives Are TEMPORAL, Joy In Jesus Is Eternal. 
 
Paul’s Warning: 
Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the 
flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus 
and put no confidence in the flesh Philippians 3:2-3 
 
• Put No Confidence In The FLESH 
 
Paul’ Misplaced Confidence: 
though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason 
for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,[c] blameless. Philippians 3:4-6 
 
• His Confidence In Religious RITUAL (vs 5) 

 
• His Confidence In His Spiritual HERITAGE (vs 5) 

 
• His Confidence In His Social STATUS (vs 5) 

 
• His Confidence In His Jewish TRADITIONS (vs 5) 

 
• His Confidence In His Ability To Keep The RULES (vs 5) 

 
• His Confidence In His Religious ZEAL (vs 6) 

 
• His Confidence In His Own SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS (vs 6) 
 
Paul’s True Confidence: 
But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith Philippians 3:7-9 
 
• In His Personal RELATIONSHIP With Jesus (vs8) 

 
• In His Salvation By FAITH Alone, In CHRIST Alone (vs9) 



To Know Christ 
I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from 
the dead. Philippians 3:10-11 
 
• To Know The Power Of His RESURRECTION 

 
• To Know The Fellowship of His SUFFERING 
 

“To know Christ means that share the way he walked. We share the cross he bore, we share the 
death he died and finally we will share the life he lives forever”  

~William Barclay~ 
 
 

Life Group Discussion Questions 

We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. For more information on available  
Life Groups check out our website @. https://waipunachapel.com/church-life/life-groups 
 
Read Philippians 3:1-11 
• What are some initial observations you made from reading the text? 
• What are somethings you rejoice in?  
• Why do you think Paul is constantly reminding the church to “rejoice in the Lord”? 
• According to verse 3 what are three distinguishing marks of a Christian. Identify them and 

discuss them with your group. 
• What are you placing your confidence /assurance of salvation in? 
• Consider the seven sources of misplaced confidence. Which source is most enticing to you? 

Why? 
• Paul’s confidence is found in his personal relationship with Jesus. Why do you think the 

emphasis on biblical Christianity is relationship and not religious ritual or practice? 
• Why do you think it is so often hard for people to grasp that salvation is by grace alone in 

Christ alone? (see vs9) 
• Why do you think we need Christ’s righteousness and not our own? 
• As believers we can share know the resurrected power of Jesus. What is the that power at 

work within you working to bring about? 
• How does suffering for the sake of Christ help us know Christ more? 
• How does the hope of resurrection life encourage you in your Christian walk? 
 
Sources:  
Tony Merida & Francis Chan “Exulting Jesus In Philippians” BHPublishingGroup.com 
William Barclay “Letter to The Philippians” www.wjkbooks.com 
 
 

Send feedback or questions to shaun@waipunachapel.com 

 


