
 #2 “Power Struggle”  Ahab & Jezebel 

 No one else so completely sold himself to what was evil in the Lord's sight as Ahab did  under 
 the influence of his wife Jezebel  . 

 -  1 Kings 21:25 NLT 

 2 Common Marriage Problems: 

 The  Passive  Husband (1 Kings 21:2-4) 

 The  Controlling  Wife (1 Kings 21:5-7) 

 A Powerful Opportunity: 

 Love with  Mutual Submission  (Ephesians 5:21-33; 1  Peter 1:2) 

 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.- Ephesians 5:21 

 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
 form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,  but emptied himself, by 
 taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. - Philippians 2:5-7 

 1.  Men and Women Are  Equal  and  Different  (Gen 1:27; Gal  3:28) 

 2.  Jesus is the  Head  and the  Helper  of His Bride, the  Church 

 3.  Men and Women are called to Self-Control not  Spouse  Control 

 “In that relationship with you and your spouse, you have the power to become the redemptive 
 agent, the healing agent, the power of the immune system to affect and influence, and 

 drastically become a force for healing. Even though you don’t have the ultimate power to 
 make it happen you can be a redemptive force.” 

 - Dr. Henry Cloud, Law of Power,  www.RightNowMedia.org 

 God Will Hold The Husband  Accountable  (1 Kings 21:15-19) 

 Technically, who had Naboth killed? Jezebel. 
 Who does God hold accountable? Ahab. 



 Discussion Questions: 
 Talk through these questions with a family member, friend, neighbor or co-worker. Consider 

 joining a Life Group today:  https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 

 Read 1 Kings 21:1-29 
 1.) Ahab’s and Jezebel’s character flaws were a reflection of their own insecurities. How have 
 you seen your own insecurities negatively affect your relationships? 
 2.) How have you seen passivity weaken a relationship? What types of experiences have you 
 had with passivity? 

 Read Proverbs 18:21 
 3.) Jezebel controlled Ahab by belittling him with her words. What kinds of words would help 
 you feel more able to maintain a healthy relationship? How can you strive to speak positively 
 in your own relationships? 
 4.) Describe a time when God held you accountable for a sin that you committed. What did 
 you learn from this situation? 

 Read Philippians 2:1-11 
 5.) How can we be effective leaders in our lives and in our relationships without being 
 overbearing or controlling? 

 Read Ephesians 5:21-33 
 6.) What changes do you need to make that will allow you to step into the role that God 
 created you to fill as a man or a woman? 
 7.) How does the Biblical portrait of Jesus’ example with his “Bride” the church encourage you 
 today? 

 Pray: 
 ●  Have an honest conversation with God about passivity or control in your life. Ask Him to 

 help remove these unhealthy tendencies. 
 ●  Pray and ask God to help you stop speaking any harmful or negative words in your 

 relationships. 
 ●  Thank God for the relationships He has given you. Ask Him to help you make each of them 

 the best they can be. 
 ●  Ask God to remove any controlling behavior that you may be exhibiting in your life. Allow 

 God to be the one in control. 
 ●  Pray for your spouse. If you aren’t married, pray for your future spouse or seek direction 

 from God about His plans for your future relationships. 

 Helpful Resources: 
 ●  RightNowMedia.org “Marriage” by Henry Cloud 
 ●  I Said This, You Heard That  by Kathleen Edelman 
 ●  The Meaning of Marriage  by Tim & Kathy Keller 

 Source: 
 Open Network Resource: Life Church-Craig Groeschel-“Once Upon A Marriage” 

 Send feedback or questions  joshua@waipunachapel.com 


