
	
part  2:  “ Intentions” 
 

The Principle of the Path:  Direction Determines Destination 
 
The Tension: 
 
Often Times There Is A DISCONNECT Between What We Intend And The Direction We Choose.  
 
The Parable:  

 
For at the window of my house I have looked out through my lattice,7 and I have seen among the simple, I have perceived among the youths, a young man lacking sense 
passing along the street near her corner, taking the road to her house 9 in the twilight, in the evening, at the time of night and darkness.10 And behold, the woman meets 

him, dressed as a prostitute, wily of heart. She is loud and wayward; her feet do not stay athome;12 now in the street, now in the market, and at every corner she lies in wait. 
She seizes him and kisses him, and with bold face she says to him,“ I had to offer sacrifices, and today I have paid my vows; so now I have come out to meet you, to seek you 
eagerly, and I have found you. I have spread my couch with coverings, colored linens from Egyptian linen I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.18 Come, 
let us take our fill of love till morning; let us delight ourselves with love. For my husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey, he took a bag of money with him; at 

full moon he will come home. Proverbs 7: 6-19ESV 

 
Her Message: 
 
You Can Take A WRONG Turn Without Actually Going The Wrong Way. 
 
With much seductive speech she persuades him; with her smooth talk she compels him. All at once he follows her, as an ox goes to the slaughter, or as a stag is caught fast[e] 
till an arrow pierces its liver; as a bird rushes into a snare, he does not know that it will cost him his life. And now, O sons, listen to me, and be attentive to the words of my 

mouth. Let not your heart turn aside to her ways do not stray into her paths, for many a victim has she laid low, and all her slain are a mighty throng .Her house is the way to 
Sheol, (a highway to the grave NIV) going down to the chambers of death. Proverbs 7: 20-27ESV 

 
Solomon’s Wisdom: 
 
What Is Often Intended By Us To Simply Be A DIVERSION, Is Actually A Direction With An Unintended Destination 
 
 
The Principle of  The Path Expanded: 
 
Direction, Not INTENSION Determines Destination 

 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Matthew 11:28-29 

 
 
SATISFACTION Is Always The Result Of Arriving Where You Intended To Be.  
 
“Fun Is Always In The Rear View Mirror, Even The Right Kind Of Fun - But Satisfaction Is A Traveling Companion That Sits In The Passenger 

Seat Of Your Life Every Single Day” 
~Andy Stanley~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 L i fe Group Discussion Questions  

We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging environment to experience authentic 
Christian community, to love one another, grow in faith and discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word. To connect to a Life Group go to 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
INTRODUCTION. Nobody gets lost on purpose. But we often find ourselves in places we never intended. If there’s a disconnect 
between what you hope to be true in the future and the direction you’re headed now, maybe it’s time to take a closer look at your path. 
Our directions, not our intentions, determine our destinations. 	
	
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
	

1. Think about your favorite navigation app. If you were describing in simple terms to a new driver how to use that app, what three 
steps would you give them? How do those steps translate to the way we make decisions about where we go in life? 	
 
	

2. Read Proverbs 7:6–9. Sometimes what we consider a diversion is actually a path to a destination. How does the narrator’s 
description of the young man help us predict where he’s headed? What was the first mistake he made when he headed out?  
 
 

3. Read Proverbs 7:21–23. The narrator compares the young man’s fate to that of a trapped animal. Discuss how finding yourself on 
the wrong path feels similar to being trapped. How can defining your desired destination prevent you from being led into danger?  
 
 

4. Read Proverbs 7:24–27. Identify all of the directional words in these verses. What is Solomon’s specific warning? How does it apply 
to us today?  
 
 

5. Are you currently living in the direction of the destination you desire? If not, what do you need to do to make a U-turn?  
 
 

6. Choose one of the areas listed: Finances-Profession-Relationships-Spiritual Life-Morality  
In one sentence, describe your intention for that area of your life. What’s currently holding you back from moving in that direction?  
For example: Once _________________________ happens/works out, then I’ll _________________________.  
 
 
 

7. What are two or three things you can do to put yourself on a path toward that desired destination? How can this group help you?  

 

 

MOVING FORWARD Direction will always trump intention. If you’re willing to trade what seems easy and fun now for what will be 
satisfying later, you will arrive at your desired destination. After all, the path you choose makes all the difference.  
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