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The Gospel of Mark #4 FEARLESS FOLLOWING` 
 

ENGAGE: What was a monumental moment that changed the flow of your life? 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”18 And immediately they 
left their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John 
his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.           
 Mark 1:17-20 
 
 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God,15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand;[e] repent and believe in the gospel.” 
16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were 
fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”[f] 18 And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants 
and followed him. 

- Mark 1:14-20 

 
Love is giving someone what they need the most, when they deserve it the least, at great personal cost. 

 – Chip Ingram 
 
Four men traded irksome toil for a life-giving, love relationship with Jesus. Each received: 
 

1. New PROVISION (Ecclesiastes; Proverbs 28:19; Matthew 16:26) 
 
2 Vanity[b] of vanities, says the Preacher, 
    vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
3 What does man gain by all the toil 
    at which he toils under the sun? 

- Ecclesiastes 1:2-3 
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13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole 
duty of man. 

- Ecclesiastes 12:13 
 
Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, 
    but he who follows worthless pursuits will have plenty of poverty.  
– Proverbs 28:19 
 
26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for 
his soul?  
– Matthew 16:26 
 
 

5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the 
nets.” 6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 

Luke 5:5-6 
 
 
On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was standing by the 
lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and 
were washing their nets. 3 Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little 
from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4 And when he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, 
“Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” 6 And when they had 
done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they 
began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they 
had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”[a] 11 And when they had 
brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 
- Luke 5:1-11 
 

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. 
 – Jim Elliot 

 
2. New PURPOSE (“men bringers”)  
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 

1 Peter 5:10 
 

“I’m out to take the Bible, create disciples, who make disciples, disciple-cycles…” 
-Lecrae Moore 
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3.) New PRIORITIES 
“You shall have no other gods before me.” -El Elyon (Exodus 20:3) 

 
“The human heart takes good things like a successful career, love, material possessions, even family, and 

turns them into ultimate things. Our hearts deify them as the center of our lives, because, we think, they can 
give us significance and security, safety and fulfillment, if we attain them.”  

      – Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Idolatry means turning a good thing into an ultimate thing.” – Tim Keller 
 
 
I - Items 
D - Duties 
O - Others 
L - Longings 
S – Suffering 
 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. 
1 John 4:18 

 
 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:4-7 

 

We are invited to let go of nets, follow the Most High, and enjoy the ride. 
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Life Groups 

 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging 
environment to experience authentic Christian community, to love one another, grow faith and discover 
the life-giving truth of God’s Word.  

Using the S.O.A.P Bible Study Method: 
(S= Scripture O=Observations, A=Application P= Prayer) 
 
§ This week spend 20 minutes a day reading Scripture (See Gospel of Mark 21 Day Reading Plan on 

waipunachapel.com) 
§ Then spend 20 minutes journaling your Observations, Application and  

Prayers.  
§ At Life Group take turns in sharing the observations and application that you have gleaned from reading 

part of the Gospel of Mark 
 
Life Group Discussion Questions From This Weeks Message: 
 
§ What are some moments in my life that have been monumental? 
§ What are some patterns in my life I have imitated without considering? 
   Read Luke 5:1-11 
§ Discuss the statement in Mark 1:17 “Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you become fishers 

of men.’” What did this mean then? Now? 
§ What are some fears I have in following Jesus? What makes me afraid?  
§ Like nets, “When good things, become God things (idols), that is a bad thing.” 
§ What might be a net for me? Items, Duties, Others, Longings, or Sufferings?  How have I seen this play out 

in my life? 
§ Share a time when you have held on to a “net?” How did it hold you back? 
§ What is the main thing I want to remember in order to: “Let Go and Follow?” 
§ How will we as a group better: “Follow the Most High and enjoy the ride.” 
§ Pray through 1 Peter 5:10 and Philippians 4:4-7 together 
 
Sources:  
 
Francis Chan: Gospel Of Mark, RightNowMedia.org 
M.R. Vincent (1887), Word Studies In The New Testament (Vol. 1, pg 164) 
W. Hendriksen & S.J. Kistemaker, Exposition of the Gospel According To Mark 

Feedback or Questions Contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com 

	
	


