Part 2 – “The Toddler King”
“There’s A Little Bit Of Herod In All Of Us”
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.4 When
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah
was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: “‘But you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a
ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the
exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child.
As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” Matthew 2:1-7

When King Herod Was Disturbed, It Was DANGEROUS
"Worship Is Recognizing That You Are In The Presence Of Someone Who Is Worthy
Of Your Adoration And Praise”

And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and
his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt,15 where he stayed until the death
of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” When
Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from
the Magi. Matthew 2:12-16

Herod Had Spent His Whole Life Controlling OUTCOMES
"After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, once again, Get up.
Take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child's life,
are dead.'" Matthew 2:19-20

Herod The Great, Becomes A FOOTNOTE In The Story Of Jesus Christ

“What Will Your Story Be, In Relationship To The Light Of The World?”

Life Group Discussion:
•

What are some ways you connect with your heavenly Father during the Christmas season? Why are
those ways helpful for you?

•

What are some things that cause people to drift away from God and the church?

•

Talk about a time when you felt distant from God. What were some of the factors that caused you to feel
disconnected?

•

Discuss the statement: “There’s a little King Herod in all of us.” In what ways are you tempted to focus on
building your own kingdom instead of participating in God’s kingdom?

•

What are some obstacles to you fully surrendering to Jesus? What would it take for you to overcome
those obstacles?

•

What is one thing you can do this week to engage or reengage with Jesus? What can this group do to
support you?

Moving Forward
What will your story be in relation to the light of the world? Do you want to build your kingdom or participate in
God’s kingdom? Do you want to cling to what you can’t keep or surrender what wasn’t yours to begin with? Do
you want your way or his way? There is good news: the darkness has not put out the light of life in you. Take a
step to reengage or engage for the first time with the light of the world.
Changing Your Mind
(Memory Verse)
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it. John 1:4–5
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