
 
 
#1 “The Kingdom & The King” 
 

Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 And 
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 

Naphtali, 14 so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 

Gentiles— 16 the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling 
in the region and shadow of death,  on them a light has dawned.” From that time Jesus 

began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew4:12-16 

“Everything That Jesus Said And Did Flowed Out Of The Fact That He Believed That He Was 
Ushering In The Reality Of God’s Kingdom On Earth” 

JESUS = THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

Three Key Moments In The Story Line of The Hebrew Bible: 
 
#1 The Garden of EDEN 
 

• God Chooses To Share DOMINION Over The World With Humanity 
 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;  male and 
female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion (rule) over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves  

on the earth.” Genesis 1: 27-28 
 

 
#2 The EXODUS 
 

• God Is Depicted As A Ruling KING 
 

The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, 
and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him… The LORD will reign forever  

and ever.” Exodus 15:2 &18 (reign Hebrew: ַלָמ&  malak “To Rule As King”) 
 
 
#3 The EXILE 
 

• Even Though God’s Kingdom People ABANDON Him, God Does Not Abandon Them 
 

How beautiful upon the mountains  are the feet of him who brings good news, who 
publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to 

Zion, “Your God reigns.” The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;  together 
they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see  the return of the LORD to Zion.9 Break forth 

together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. Isaiah 52:7-9 

 
 



 

Life Group Study Questions 
 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles . Life groups provide a safe and 
encouraging environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practically love 
one another, and discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word. For more information about 
Life Groups go to https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 

• What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the phrase “Kingdom of 
God” or “Kingdom of Heaven” ? 

 
Read Matthew 4:12-25  
 

• What do you think Jesus meant when he says; “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.” (vs17) 
 

• What is one of the first things Jesus does as he begins his ministry? (see vs 18-20)  
 

• How does this parallel what God did with Abraham & Sarah? 
 

• How does Jesus demonstrate his Kingdom authority on earth? (see vs 23-24) 
 

• How does this parallel what God did with Israel in the Exodus? 
 
Read Isaiah 52-7-12 
 

• What do you imagine this prophecy sparked in the imaginations of the Jewish people 
when they heard Jesus proclaiming 
“the gospel (good news) of the kingdom” (see Matthew 4:23) 
 

• Discuss the statement: “Everything that Jesus said and did flowed out of the fact 
that he believed that he was ushering in the reality of God’s kingdom on earth” 
 

• What does it means to you personally to be a person living under God’s Kingdom 
rule?  
 

• Pray Matthew 6:9-13 with your group and personally this week 
 

Sources:  
Tim Mackie -  “The Kingdom of God” https://bibleproject.com/ 
William Barclay -  “The Gospel of Matthew” Commentary  
 

Send Questions or Feedback to shaun@waipunachapel.com 


