
 
#1 Foundation For Godly Character 
 

“Character It Is The One Thing We Can Develop In This World And Take With Us Into The Next.”  
~Tom Yeakley~ 

 
Character Formation Is A PROCESS (Sanctification)   
 
That Begins With An EVENT (Regeneration) 

‘because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even  
when we were dead in transgressions.” Ephesians 2:4-5 

 
''The Conversion Of A Soul Is A Miracle Of A Moment, The Manufacture Of A Saint Is The Task Of A Lifetime.''  

~Alan Redpath~ 
 
Biblical Principle For Transformation: 
 
We BECOME What We BEHOLD 

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:18 

 
The Parable of The Vine: 
 
Godly Character Is A By-Product Of Our INTIMACY With Jesus 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in m and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 

into the fire and burned. John 15: 5-6 
 

• Fruit of The SPIRIT 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 

such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23 
 

• Fruit of INFLUENCE 
“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your  

Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16 
 

It Is God’s Desire That We Produce MUCH Fruit For His Kingdom 
“My Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful.” John 15: 1-2 

 
 

 “It Is Doubtful That God Ever Used Anyone Greatly Without First Hurting Them Deeply.”  
~A.W. Tozer~ 

 
The Dependence On God To Change Us Is Not A PASSIVE Dependence But It Is An Active Pursuit Of God. 
 

“ Grace Is Not Opposed To Effort, Grace Is Apposed To Earning”  
~ Dallas Willard~ 

 
General Pattern For Character Formation: 
 

• A VISION Of Life In God’s Kingdom 
 

• The INTENTION To Be A Kingdom Person 
 

• To Pursue The MEANS To Become That Person 



• God’s Toolbox For Transformation: 
 

• The WORD Of God 
 

• Life’s Difficult CIRCUMSTANCES 
 

• PRAYER 
 

• MENTORS 
“We know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to 

shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” Romans 5:3-5 
 

Life Group Discussion Questions 
At Waipuna Chapel we believe spiritual growth happens best in the context of small intimate gathers, where we experience 
authentic community and explore genuine Biblical faith. If you would like to connect to a Life Group contact pastor 
Dennis@waipunachapel.com 
 

• Why do you think so many Christian fail to develop Christ-like character? 

• If we are active in the process of character development does that mean we are acting on our own?  

• How does grace and effort interrelate in character growth? 

 
Read John 15: 1-8  
 

• Identify and discuss the role of the 4 different characters in the parable. 
 

 
“Pruning” is often a hard and painful process, but essential to the process of character development. 
 

• Share with a group when God took you through a season of pruning. 

 

What did you feel at the time?  

What did you learn about yourself in the process?  

How did you grow through the process? 

 
There is a general pattern for Spiritual growth that in includes three aspects: Vision, Intention and Means. 
 

• What is the Biblical vision of our life in the Kingdom of God? How does your life currently fit into that vision? 

• How can we practically “intend” to be people of God’s kingdom? 

• How does intention relate to decision? 

• What are some of the “means” that you currently use to support you decision to live in the Kingdom of God as a child of 

the king? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sources: 

• “ Growing Kingdom Character” – Tom Yeakley  - Nave Press 
• “Renovation of The Heart – Putting on the Character of Christ” – Dallas Willard - Nav Press 

 
Send feedback or questions to Pastor Shaun@waipunachapel.com 



 


