
	  
	  
#29 “Denied” (Mark 14:26-31, 53-54, 66-72) 

 
A Powerful Kingdom Truth: 
 
You Have To Experience Your Own DEFICIENCY Before You Can Experience God’s 
SUFFICIENCY 
 
“For 30 years the self-esteem movement told the young they’re perfect in every way. 
It’s yielding something new in history: an entire generation with no proper sense of 

inadequacy.” ~Peggy Noonan~ 
 

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial: 
 
26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, “You 
will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28 But after I 
am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will 
not.” 30 And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will 

deny me three times.” 31 But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.”  
And they all said the same. Mark 14:26-31  

 
Peter’s Denial: 
 
#1. Peter’s AUDACITY 
 

• At It’s Best It Is Expressed As RECKLESS COURAGE  
 

And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting 
with the guards and warming himself at the fire… Mark 14:54 

 
• At Its Worse It Is Expressed As ARROGANT SELF-CONFIDENCE 

 
“Even though they all fall away, I will not.” 30 And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, 
before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” But he said emphatically, “If I must die 

with you, I will not deny you.” Mark 14:29-31 
 

“The only man who never makes a mistake is the man who never does anything.”  
~Theodore Roosevelt~ 

Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
Mark 14:38 

#2. Peter’s DISLOYALTY 
 

66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 67 and seeing 
Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he 

denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the 
gateway and the rooster crowed. Mark14:66-68 

 
• Peter’s FEAR And Sense Of SELF-PRESERVATION Causes Him To Deny Jesus- 

But His LOVE For Jesus Compels Him To Stay. 
 

the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he 
began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72 And 

immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before 
the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. Mark14:70-72 

 



 
 

• Peter Wants Us To Know That It Was His FAILURE That Predicated And 
Informed His SUCCESS 

 
 
#3. Peter’s RESTORATION 

 

And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Luke 22:61 
 

But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him,  
just as he told you.” Mark16:7 

 
• God Doesn’t Want Us To Be STRONG As Much As He Wants Us To Be 

SURRENDERED 
 

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.”6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-
minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by 
your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 

grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5: 5-11 

 

 Life Groups 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging 
environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practically love one another, grow in faith 
and discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word. For more info contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com 

S.O.A.P Bible Study: (Scripture/Observations/Application/Prayer) 
Read Mark 14:26-31, 53-54 & 66-72.  
Journal your observations, application and prayers. At Life Group take turns in sharing your observations, 
applications and prayers  
 
Discussion From This Weeks Message: 
 
Read Mark 14:26-31,53-72 

• What examples can you find throughout Mark’s Gospel of Peter’s audacity. 
1) Expressed in arrogant self-confidence 
2) Expressed in reckless courage 

• Have you seen either of these traits in your own life or others. If yes, explain. 
• Discuss the statement: “Peter’s fear and sense of self-preservation causes 

him to deny Jesus- but his love for Jesus compels him to stay.” Have you ever 
experience this conflict in your own heart? If yes, explain. 

• Discuss the statement; “You have to experience your own deficiency before 
you can experience God’s sufficiency” 

• How do the scriptures support this truth? 
• Have you experienced this to be true in your own life? If yes, explain. 

Read 1 Peter 5:5-11 
• How is it evident in this text that through Peter’s failures God was teaching 

him something and preparing him for something. 
• What has God taught you through your failures and weakness? How might He 

be using that to prepare you for something? 
 
Sources 

• Alistair Begg “The Gospel of Mark’ truthforlife.org   
• William Barclay “The Gospel of Mark” www.wjkbooks.com 

 
Send feedback or questions to Pastor shaun@waipunachapel.com  


