
 
 
#26 “A Beautiful Thing” Mark 14:1-13 
 

“A Markan Sandwich”  (interpolations) 
The Purpose Is To Highlight And Contrast The Values Of The Kingdom Vs The Values Of The World – The Purposes 

Of God Vs The Purposes Of Man 
 
Within The Heart of Judas (And The Religious Leaders) 
 
Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to them. 11 And 
when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And he sought an opportunity to betray 

him. Mark 14:10-11 

 
• GREED 
He was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. John 12:6 

 
• JEALOUSY 

the high priest rose up, and all who were with him and filled with jealousy Acts 5:17-18 
 

 
• Selfish AMBITION 

Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the 
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” 
….5 And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 

Matthew 27:3-5 
 

“The essence of sin is pride, the core of sin is independence, the heart of sin is to do what we want and not 
what God wants. That is what Satan, the evil one, stands for. He stands for everything that is against God and 

will not bow to him. That was the spirit that was incarnate in Judas.” ~William Barclay~ 
 
Within The Heart Of The Woman (The Love Of The King & The Kingdom) 

 
And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table,  

a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and 
poured it over his head. Mark 14:3  

 
• A Love That Does BEAUTIFUL Things 

 “Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. Mark 14:6 

 
• A Love That Is EXTRAVAGANT In Its Expression 

and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. Mark 14:3 
 

• A Love That Is TIMELY In Its Action 
She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. Mark 14:7-8 

“There is a recklessness in love that refuse to count the cost”  
~William Barclay~ 

 
 
 



The Takeaway 
Before We Can Do Anything For Jesus We Need To Present All Of Who We Are To Jesus  

As An Act Of Worship 
 
 

 Life Groups 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging 
environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practice loving each other, to grow in faith and 
discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word. For more info contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com 

 
S.O.A.P Bible Study: (Scripture/Observations/Application/Prayer) 
 
• Read Mark 14:1-11 Journal your observations, application and prayers  
• At Life Group take turns in sharing your observations, applications and prayers  
 
Discussion From This Weeks Message: 
 
Read Mark 14:1-3 & 10-11  
 
• How effective is the use of "The Makan Sandwich” in highlighting and contrasting the values of God’s 

kingdom vs the values of the world? What are some marked contrasts that you notice between these 
stories? 
 

• Consider Judas motives for betraying Jesus: greed, jealously, selfish ambition. What other motives may have 
compelled Judas to do what he did? (see Matthew 27:3-5 
 

• Read Matthew 27:3-5 
 

• Why do you think Judas reacted the way he did when Jesus was condemned to death as a result of his 
betrayal? 
 

Read Mark 14:3-9 
 
• Consider the three characteristics of Kingdom love highlighted in the story of the woman:  

1) A love that does beautiful things; 2) A love that is extravagant in its expression; 3) A love that is timely in its 
action. Have you ever experienced examples of this type of love? If yes share with the group. 
 

• Discuss the statement: “Before we can do anything for Jesus, we need to present all of who we are to Jesus, 
as an act of worship.” 
 

• In closing pastor Shaun asked a question: ”Which story do you want to be apart of?” Take an honest 
assessment of where you are in your relationship with Jesus right now and consider ways the group may 
help you to reflect more of the love of the King and his kingdom. 

 
 
 
 
 
Sources:  
William Barclay “The Gospel of Mark” www.wjkbooks.com 
Alistair Begg “The Gospel of Mark” Truth for Life http://www.truthforlife.org  
 

Send feedback or questions to pastor Shaun@waipunachapel.com 


