
 
 
The Gospel of Mark #21: “Two Become One” (Divorce & Remarriage) 
 
God’s Original Intent For Marriage: 
 

 “God See’s Divorce As A Violent Act That Tears Families Apart And So Consequently He Hates It”   
(see Malachi 2:16) 

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” “What did 
Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her 

away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 
 Mark 10:1-5 

“All The Research Point To The Underlying Truth That Marriage Is A Very Good Thing Not Only For Individuals 
But For Society As A Whole”. 

 
 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his 

father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two 
but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together,  

let not man separate.” Mark 10:6-9   

The Essence Of Marriage: 
 
A Long Term, Binding Commitment Established In A LEGAL Covenant. 
 
“…the LORD was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though 
she is your companion and your wife by covenant.” Malachi 2:14 
 

• The Piece Of Paper Creates INTIMACY 
 

“In marriage, that legal contract creates a cradle of security for your vulnerability. It makes it possible to 
say; ‘Here is who I truly am and here is what is wrong with me.’ ” 

 ~ Timothy Keller~ 
 

• The Piece Of Paper Creates SABILITY. 
 

• The Piece Of Paper Creates FREEDOM. 
 

“If You Don’t Know The Discipline Of Making A Promise, You Are Not A Free Person - You Are Enslaved To The 
Moment, Enslaved To The Circumstance, Enslaved To Your Feelings” ~Soren Kierkegaard~ 

 
The Purpose Of Marriage 
 

God Primary Purpose In Marriage Is HOLINESS Not Happiness  
 

“…that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might 
present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy 

and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:26-27 
  

“While It Is Important To Fall In Love With The Person That Is In Front Of You - You Also Want To Fall In 
Love With The Person They Are Becoming”. 

 
Divorce & Remarriage: 
 
• Jesus Gives One Exception For Divorce: SEXUAL Immorality 



 
“Whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another,  

commits adultery.” Matthew 19:9 

 
• Paul Gives Another Exception For Divorce; ABANDONMENT  

 
“But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God 

has called you to peace.” 1 Corinthians 7:15 
 

• Jesus Affirms The Second Marriage As A MARRIAGE. 
 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, and if she divorces her 
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” Mark 10:10-12  

 
• Jesus Calls You To REPENTANCE If Your Divorce Was Unbiblical 
 

 Life Groups 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging 
environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practice loving each other, to grow in faith and 
discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word.  
For more info contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com 

Using the S.O.A.P Bible Study Method: (Scripture/Observations/Application/Prayer) 
• Read Mark 10:1-12. 
• At Life Group take turns sharing the observations and applications that you have gleaned from this 

week’s scripture reading. 
 
Discussion From This Weeks Message: 
 
• What was your main takeaway from this weekend’s message? 

 
• Has anything changed in your views about marriage, divorce and remarriage? 

 
• How has “the piece of paper” (legal covenant) help you in your intimacy, stability and freedom in your 

marriage? If you are single how do see the lack of “a piece of paper” effecting your romantic 
relationships? 
 

• Read Malachi 2:13-16. What does this tell you about how God views the marriage covenant and divorce? 
 

• Discuss the statement: “The Essence Marriage Is A Long Term, Binding Commitment Established In A 
Legal Covenant.” Does this line up with your view of marriage? Why? Why not? 
 

• Read Ephesian 5:25-27. What does this tell you about God’s purpose in marriage? 
 

• Discuss the statement; “God’s Primary Purpose In Marriage Is Holiness Not Happiness.” Does this line up 
with your view of marriage? Why? Why not? 
 

• Why do you think the Bible offers us so few legitimate reason to divorce? 
 

• Pray for each other, especially for your marriages. For the singles among you, for their futures spouses. 
 
 
 
Sources:  
• Timothy Keller “The Meaning of Marriage” Penguin Publishing 
• ESV Study Bible “Divorce & Remarriage (pg 2545-27) Crossway Publishing 

 
Send feedback or Questions Contact Pastor shaun@waipunachapel.com 


