
 
 
The Gospel of Mark #20: “Sin Is Serious - Hell Is Real” 
 
“In Jesus, God Has Gone To Incredible Lengths To Ensure That You And I Would Not Have To Spend Eternity 

Living With And In The Consequence Of Our Sin - Separated From His Life And His Love.” 
 

The Context: 
 
“What were you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued 
about who was the greatest. Mark 9:33-34(ESV)   

“Jesus Is Talking About Suffering, Sacrifice And Humiliation -  
The Disciples Are Talking About Power, Privilege And Prestige” 

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 
because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in 
my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 For the one who is not against us is for us. 
 Mark 9:38-40 
 
Jesus Says: “If Someone Is Helping Others To Follow Me Then It Doesn’t Matter If He Is Not Following You.” 

 
Three Truths About Hell: 
 
#1 Hell Is A Place Of PUNISHMENT 

 
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” Matthew 25:46 

 
“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great 

millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.  
Mark 9:42 

 
“Hell Is A Place Where People Are Left Alone In Their Own Sinful And Depraved Nature - They Themselves 

Will Be Their Punishment” 

 “..where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.” Mark 9:49 
 

#2 Hell Is A Place Of DESTRUCTION 
 

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell. Matthew 10:28 

Destroy(ἀπόλλυµι):  
“The situation of a person or object that has lost the essence of it’s nature or function” ~Douglas Moo~ 

 
 
 
#3 Hell Is A Place Of EXCLUSION 

 
“…throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and  

gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 22:13 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Response 

 
Because Of The Reality Of Hell, DRASTIC Measures Are Required To Remove Sinful Practices From Our Lives  

 
“And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to 

go to hell, to the unquenchable fire.” Mark 9:43 

Fear Of Hell Will Never Change The Fundamental Structure Of Your Heart, Only LOVE Will 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not been perfected in love.”  1 John 4:18 

 Life Groups 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging 
environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practice loving each other, grow in faith and 
discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word.  
For more info contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com 

Using the S.O.A.P Bible Study Method: 
(S=Scripture   O=Observations    A=Application     P=Prayer) 
• Read Mark 9:30-50. 
• At Life Group take turns sharing the observations and applications that you have gleaned from this 

week’s scripture reading. 
 
Discussion From This Weeks Message 
 
Read Mark 9:42-50.  
• What was your main take away from this weekends’ message? 
• What have been some of your thoughts/understandings about the reality of hell? Has this weekend’s 

message clarified/confused anything for you? 
• Why do you think a biblical understanding of hell is important? 
• The three descriptions of hell are: 1) A place of punishment; 2) A place of destruction; 3) A place of 

exclusion. Which is the most difficult for you to accept/understand. Why?  
• Discuss C.S Lewis quote: “There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, "Thy will 

be done," and those to whom God says, in the end, "Thy will be done." All that are in Hell, choose it. 
Without that self-choice there could be no Hell. 

• Discuss the statement “The Fear Of Hell Will Never Change The Fundamental Structure Of Your Heart - 
Only Love Will”. (see 1 John 4:18) 
 

Read Luke 16:19-31. 
• What additional insights does this parable give us on the nature of hell? 

 
• How does a biblical understanding of hell help you understand the love of God and Jesus’ suffering on the 

cross? 
 

• Pray with and for one another. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources:  
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                 Feedback or Questions Contact Pastor Shaun@waipunachapel.com 


