
	
 
The Gospel of Mark #11 “Response” (The Parable of The Sower) 
 
The Secret (Mystery) of The Kingdom: 
 
The Mystery Of The Kingdom Is Only DISCOVERED By Divine Revelation. 

 “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in 
parables, 12 so that “‘they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest 

they should turn and be forgiven.’” Mark 4:10-12 
 

“The Kingdom Of God Is The Blessing Of Living Under The Rule Of God” 

Question: 
If The World Rejects The King What Hope Is There For The Kingdom to Come? 
 
The Seed: 
Represents The WORD of God. 
And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the 
parables? 14 The sower sows the word. Mark 4:13-15 

 
The Sower: 
Represents The PEOPLE of God. 
The sower sows the word. Mark 4:14 
 
 
The Soils: 
Represents The HEARTS of The Hearer. 
And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” Mark 4:9 
 

• A HARD Heart 
And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately 

comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. Mark 4:15 
 

• A SHALLOW Heart 
And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately 

receive it with joy. 17 And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation 
or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away. Mark 4:16-17 

 
• A DIVIDED Heart 

And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 19 but the cares of the 
world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it 

proves unfruitful. Mark 4:18-19 
 

 
• A FRUITFUL Heart 

But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who  
hear the word and accept it…” Mark 4:20 

 
The Harvest: 
Represents The Ever Expanding KINGDOM of God 
“…bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” Mark 4:20  
 



The Secret Revealed: 
Life Under the Blessing of God’s Rule (The Kingdom) Comes To People Based On Their Response To the 
Word of God.  
 
Your Response To God’s Word Is Wholly Dependent On The Sovereign Work Of The Spirit of God Giving 
You A New Heart To Receive It. 

 
“In that day…. I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the 
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and 

cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” Ezekiel 36:26-27 
 

 Life Groups 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging 
environment to experience authentic Christian community, to practice loving one another, to grow in faith 
and discover the life-giving truth of God’s Word.  
For more info contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com 

Using the S.O.A.P. Bible Study Method:(Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer) 
• Read Mark 4:1-34. 

 
• At Life Group take turns in sharing the observations and applications that you have gleaned from this 

weeks Scripture reading. 
 

 
Discussion From This Weeks Message: 
 
• In verse 11 Jesus speaks of the “Secret of the Kingdom”. What does this mean to you?  

 
 

• Pastor Shaun said that: “The Kingdom Of God Is The Blessing Of Living Under The Rule Of God.” What 
are some other ways you might define the Kingdom of God? 
 
 

• Read Mark 4:14-20. Discuss each of the four elements of the parable and Jesus’ explanation for each. 
The Seed, The Sower, The Soils, The Harvest. 
 
 

• It is easy for us to assume that our hearts are represented by the “good soil” (vs 8 & 20) but the truth 
is that apart from a sovereign work of grace by the Spirit of God we would all, to varying degrees, 
have hard, shallow or divided hearts. This is the mystery of the new birth. (see John 3:1-7, 1 Peter 
1:23) Discuss in your group what it means to be “born again”. 
 
 

• Pastor Shaun asked the question: ”How Do You Know You Have A New Heart?” (see Ezekiel 36:26-27)  
Discuss your answer with your group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  
GK Chesterton “What’s Is Wrong With The World” 
Colin Smith “Jesus Will Establish His Kingdom” 	
 
                         Feedback or Questions? Contact Pastor Shaun@waipunachapel.com 


