
	
The Gospel of Mark #17 EYES OF GRACE 
 

What’s the Ideal person look like to you? Who would you truly like to become? 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 

and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this 
plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but 
on the things of man.” 34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man 

to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For 
whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of 

Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 
Mark 8:31-38 

 
3 Ways To Have A Higher Perspective: 
 
1. Be Taught By Jesus (vv. 31-32) 
 
“In the end we are all alike, groping for true love and incapable of fully giving it. What we need is someone 

to love us who doesn’t need us at all. Someone who loves us radically, unconditionally, vulnerably. 
Someone who loves us just for our sake.” 

 – Timothy Keller 
 
2. Focus on Things Above (vv. 33-34) 
 

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”-Jesus 
 

- Deny Self 
- Take Up Cross 
- Follow Jesus 

 
He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. 

 – Jim Elliot 
 
3. Live for God’s Sake (vv. 35-38) 
 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing. -John 15:5 

 
“The more we get what we now call ‘ourselves’ out of the way and let Him take us over, the more truly 

ourselves we become… our real selves are all waiting for us in Him.” 
 – C.S. Lewis 

 
 



 

 Life Groups 
 
We believe that spiritual growth happens best in circles. Life groups provide a safe and encouraging 
environment to experience authentic Christian community, to love one another, grow faith, and discover 
the life-giving truth of God’s Word.  

Visit the “Life Groups” Page of www.WaipunaChapel.com for resources to help you experience life-giving 
community. 

S.O.A.P Bible Study Method: 
(S= Scripture O=Observations, A=Application P= Prayer) 
 
§ This week spend some time reading Scripture 
§ Then journal your Observations, Application and Prayers.  
§ At Life Group take turns in sharing the observations and applications that you have gleaned from 

reading part of the Gospel of Mark 
 
Life Group Discussion Questions From This Week’s Message: 
 
1.) What is my main takeaway from the message this week? 
2.) Share an example of someone who suffered in an inspirational way? 
   Read Mark 8:31-38 
3.) Discuss some observations, applications, and prayers you have seen as you have spent time reading 

Mark 8.  
4.) Discuss the statement by Tim Keller: ““In the end we are all alike, groping for true love and incapable of 

fully giving it. What we need is someone to love us who doesn’t need us at all. Someone who loves us 
radically, unconditionally, vulnerably. Someone who loves us just for our sake.” 

5.) What have I learned from Jesus’ teaching this past week? Throughout my life?  
6.) What are some specific ways that I am like Peter in Mark 8:33: “You are not setting your mind on the 

things of God, but on things of man?” 
7.) How is Jesus specifically teaching me to deny self? Take up my cross? Follow? 
8.) What are ways that we “gain the world” but lose our souls? What does the cross of Jesus teach me? 
9.) C.S. Lewis said: “Aim at Heaven and you will get Earth ‘thrown in’: aim at Earth and you will get neither.” 

How can I live my life to value heaven this week?  
10.)  Take some time to pair up and pray in groups of 2 or 3.  
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Feedback or Questions? Contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com 

	


