
 
 
#8 Worldliness/Godliness  [James 4:1-12] 
 
War With Each Other 
 
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? James 4:1 
 

• CLASS  Wars 
But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into 
court? James 2:6 
 

• LABOR Wars 
Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you.  
James 5:4   

 
• CHURCH Wars 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness. James 3:1 

 
• PERSONAL Wars 

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil 
against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.  There is only one 
lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor? James 4:11-12 
 
“It is the Holy Spirit's job to convict, God's job to judge and my job to love.” ~Billy Graham~ 

War With Ourselves 
 
Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?  You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot 
obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.       
James 4:1-3 
 

• Selfish Desires Lead To Wrong ACTIONS (vs 2) 
 
• Selfish Desires Lead To Wrong PRAYING (vs 3) 

 
 
War With God 
 
4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be 
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He 
yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes 
the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. James 4:4-7 
 

• The WORLD  (vs 4) 
 

• The FLESH (vs 5) 
 

• The DEVIL  (vs 6-7) 
 
 



 
 
 
The Path To Peace  
 
But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. James 4:8-10 
 

• SUBMIT  Yourself To God (vs 7) 
 

• RESIST The Devil (vs 7) 
 

• DRAW Near To God (vs 8) 
 

• REPENT Of Your Sin (vs 8-9) 
 

• HUMBLE Yourself Before The Lord (vs 6 & 10) 
 
 
 

Life Group Discussion Guide 
For more information about Life Groups go to  https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
 
Read James 4:1-12 
 
• What were some of the causes of quarreling and fighting amongst Christians in James’ day?  

 
• What are some of the causes of quarreling and fighting amongst Christians in our day? 

 
• Why is warring amongst Christians such a sad commentary on the church? (see John 13:34-35) 

 
• Discuss the statement “The root of all wars and conflicts are selfish desires”. How have you seen this evident in your 

own life? 
 

• James says that “friendship with the world makes us an enemy of God” (vs 4) In your group discuss the phrase 
“friendship with the world” and how it relates to selfish desires and passions. 
 

• Read Matthew 7: 15-20 & Matthew 7:1-5 (see also James 4:11-12) and discuss these two different ways of judging. 
 

• The “Path to Peace” according to James requires five actions: Submit, Resist, Draw Near, Repent and Humble 
Yourself. Discuss each of these and think of ways you can apply each of them this week. 
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Send Feedback Or Questions To shaun@waipunachapel.com 
 


