
 
#7 False Wisdom/True Wisdom [James 3:13-18] 
 
“Knowledge enables us to take things apart, but wisdom enables us to put things together and relate God’s truth to everyday life 

~Warren Wiersbe~ 
 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged  
with greater strictness. James 3:1 
Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.  
           James 3:13 
 
The Character of False Wisdom 
But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. James 3:14 
 

1. The Temptation of ARROGANCE 
 

2. The Temptation of BITTERNESS 

“One of the most difficult things in the world is to argue without passion and meet argument without wounding. To be utterly 
convinced of one’s own beliefs without at the same time being bitter to those of other is no easy matter, and yet it is a first 
requirement for Christian teachers and scholars.  ~William Barclay~ 

• Bitter JEALOUSY But if you have bitter jealousy  [ζῆλος] 
 

• Selfish AMBITION and selfish ambition [ἐριθεία] in your hearts,  
 

• Pride & DECEIT do not boast and be false to the truth. 
 
The Origin of False Wisdom 

This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.  James 3:15 
 

• WORLD earthly [ἐπίγειος] 
 

• FLESH  sensual [ψυχικός] 
 

• DEVIL  demonic [δαιμονιώδης].  
 
The Result of False Wisdom  
…there will be disorder and every vile practice. James 3:16 
 

• Disorder & CONFUSSION disorder [ἀκαταστασίαn] 
 

• SIN vile practice. [φαῦλος]  
 

“Not until we have become humble and teachable, standing in awe of God's holiness and sovereignty. Acknowledging our own 
littleness, distrusting our own thoughts, and willing to have our minds turned upside down, can divine wisdom become ours.”  

~JI Packer~ 

 

 



The Origin of True Wisdom 

But the wisdom from above James 3:17 

The Wisdom That Comes From Heaven Is A GIFT From God Personified In Jesus Christ 
… you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption 31 so that, 
as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:30-31 

The Character of True Wisdom  
… is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. James 3:17 
 

• PURITY  pure, [ἁγνός] 
 

• PE ACE peaceable [εἰρηνικός] 
 

• GENTLENESS gentle [ἐπιεικής] 
 

• REASONABLENESS open to reason [εὐπειθής] 
 

• MERCIFUL PRODUCING FRUIT full of mercy and good fruits [ἔλεος] 
 

• IMPARTIAL  impartial  [ἀδιάκριτος] 
 

• SINCERE sincere [ἀνυπόκριτος] 
 
The Result of True Wisdom 
And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. James 3:18 
 

Life Group Discussion Guide 
For more information about Life Groups go to:  
 https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
• What stood out to you the most from this weekend’s message? 
 
Read James 3:13-18. 
 
• In your own life have you struggled with the temptations of arrogance and bitter jealously regarding your religious 

beliefs or worldview? How did that play out in your life? 
 

• Consider the origin, character and results of false wisdom. Discuss ways you see this playing out in today’s world. 
 

• What are the evidences of false wisdom that you would like to see less of in your life? 
 

• Discuss the statement: “The Wisdom That Comes From Heaven Is A Gift From God Personified In Jesus Christ” 
 

• James pictures the Christian life as one of “sowing & reaping.” [see vs 18] In what ways have you seen this play out in 
your own life and in the lives of those around you? 
 

• Discuss ways we can obtain more “wisdom from above” in our lives. 
 
 
Sources: 
William Barclay “ The Epistle of James” 
Chris Morgan & Dale Ellenburg “James – Wisdom for the Community” www.christianfocus.com 
Warren Wiersbe “ Be Mature – James” davidcook.org 
 

Send Feedback Or Questions To: shaun@waipunachapel.com 
 


