
 
#2 Trials/Temptation [James 1:2-18] 
 
The Big Idea:| 
 

Life Is Filled With Trials And Temptations But As Christ Followers We Can Count It All Joy Because We Know That 
God Is Good. 

 
Trials of Various Kinds: 
 
Imperative #1: COUNT [Have A Joyful Attitude] 
Count [ἡγέομαι] it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, … James 1:2   

 
Imperative #2: KNOW  [Have An Understanding Mind] 
 for you know that the testing δοκίμιον of your faith produces steadfastness. ὑπομονή James 1:3   

Imperative #3: LET       [A Surrendered Will] 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. James 1:4 

 Imperative #4: ASK  [A Believing Heart] 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 
him. James 1:5 

The Issue For The Christian Is To Come To The Realization That Through Trials God Means To Do Something To Us, 
For Us And Through Us.” ~Sinclair Ferguson~ 

1. The Battle Of DOUBT 
 
“But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and 
tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. James 1:5-7   

 
2. The Battle Of COMPARISON 
 
Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the 
grass[c] he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its 
beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits James 1:9-11   

 
God is not the author of sin. He may well test the quality of his workmanship but he never solicits us to sin. To 

imagine he does is a perverse distortion of his character.”  ~ Sinclair Ferguson~ 
 

Trials of Temptation: 
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he 
himself tempts no one. James 1:13 
 
1) DECEPTION_ Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. James 1: 16   
 
2) ATTRACTION But each person is tempted when he is lured …. James 1: 16   
 
3) PREOCCUPATION enticed by his own desire. James 1: 14   
 
4) CONCEPTION Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, … James 1: 15   



 
5) SUBJECTION … and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. James 1: 15   
 
 
The Greatest SAFEGUARD  For Your Soul In The Midst Of Trials Is The Knowledge Of God’s Good And Gracious 
Provision For You. 
 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of first fruits of his creatures. James 1:17-18 
  

Life Group Discussion Guide 
For more information about Life Groups go to  
 https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
• Think of a time when you underwent a difficult trial. How did you feel in the midst of it? How did it impact 

your spiritual life? If you feel comfortable share your story with the group. 
 

Read James 1:2-11. 
• In v 2-4 James gives us four imperatives (commands):  Count, Know, Let & Ask. Which do you find the hardest 

to comply with? Why? 
 

• Discuss the statement; “The issue for the Christian is to come to the realization that through trials God means 
to do something to us, for us and through us.”  
 

• Vs 5-8 highlights “The Battle Of Doubt”. What has been your experience with doubt in the midst of trials? 
 

• Vs 9-11 highlighst “The Battle Of Comparison.” What has been your experience with comparison in the midst 
of trials? 
 

• In the blessing & promise issued in  v 12 what relationship do you see between remaining steadfast and loving 
the Lord? 
 

Read James 15-18. 
• Discuss the 5 steps of the “Temptation Cycle: “1) Deception 2) Attraction 3) Preoccupation 

4) Conception 5) Subjection.” How have you seen this cycle play out in your experience? 
 

• Discuss the statement: “The greatest safeguard for your soul in the midst of trials is the knowledge of God’s 
good and gracious provision for you”. In your own experience have you found this to be true? 
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Send Feedback Or Questions To shaun@waipunachapel.com 
 


