
 
#1 Brother/Servant (James1:1) 
 
The Author: 
 
James, The  BROTHER of Jesus 
 
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, James 1:1 
 
• James Was Initially A SKEPTIC 
 
For not even his brothers believed in him. John 7:5    “He is out of his mind.” Mark 3:21 
 
• James Was A Witness To The RESURRECTION of Jesus 
 
Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 1 Corinthians 15:7  
 
• James Was A WISE Leader 
 
For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these 
requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been 
strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Acts 15: 28-29  

 
• James Remained Essentially JEWISH And Wrote To A Jewish Audience 
 
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings. James 1:1 
 

“There is no city, no tribe, whether Greek or barbarian, in which Jewish law and Jewish customs have not taken 
root.” ~Josephus~ (First Century Historian) 

 
The Themes: 
 
James’ Two Primary Sources: 
 
1. The Teaching of JESUS  (The Sermon on the Mount) 

 
2. The Book of PROVERBS  (Chapters 1-9) 
 
 
• Trails Produce Endurance And Are Used By God To PERFECT Us  
 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.  
James 1:2-4  
 
• God Gives WISDOM To Those Who Ask 
 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 
him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting James 1:5-6 
 



 
 
 
• POVERTY Can Force Us To Trust God – WEALTH Will Pass Away 
 
Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he 
will pass away. James 1:9-10  

 
• God Is GENEROUS And He Has Given Us Everything We Need 
 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. James 1:17  
 

• Don’t Just LISTEN To God’s Word But DO It 
 
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 
not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes 
away and at once forgets what he was like. James 1:22-24 
 
 

Life Group Discussion Guide 
For more information about Life Groups go to https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
• Read James 1: 1-27 

 
• How do you imagine it must have been growing up with Jesus as your older brother? 

 
• Why do you think James and his brothers were initially so skeptical about Jesus’s identity? 

 
• Why do you think family members and loved ones can be the hardest people for us to share faith with? What 

has been your experience with your family regarding your faith? 
 

• How does James describe himself as he opens his letter?  
 

• Why is it significant that James as a Jewish person mentions both God and Jesus? 
 

• What connotation does the word “servant” have here? What does this self-identification reveal about the 
character of James? What does it suggest about the content of this letter and his perspective on the Christian 
life? 
 

• There are  five themes  identified in chapter 1. Which one resonates with you the most? 
Which one challenges you the most? 
 

• Why is it important that our lives are integrated- that we behave according to how we believe, that we don’t 
just listen to God word but we are doers of God’s word? 
 

• Pray for and with each other. 
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Send Feedback Or Questions To shaun@waipunachapel.com 


