
 
#13 – Wanderer / Restorer 
 
19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know 
that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude 
of sins.  - James 5:19-20 
 
Intro: As James wraps up his letter, he urges his readers to know the Gospel of Jesus requires us to keep 
an eternal perspective and use our short time on earth to help each other be made whole in Christ. 
 
3 Heaven To Earth Values in James 5:19-20 
 
1.) Connection (v.19) 
 
“And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.” 
- Genesis 2:31  
 
 
 
2.) Separation  (v.19) 
 
“All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”-Romans 3:23 
 
“Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” - Galatians 6:1 
 
 
 

3.) Restoration (v.20) 
 
“and through Him [Jesus Christ] to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of His cross.” – Colossians 1:20 
 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth… He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” -Revelation 21:1-4  
 
 
 
 

“My dear friends, if you know people who have wandered off from God’s truth, don’t write them off. Go 
after them. Get them back and you will have rescued precious lives from destruction and prevented an 

epidemic of wandering away from God.” - James 5:19-20 (The Message Paraphrase) 
 
 
 
 



Life Group Discussion Guide 
Circles are greater than rows. Talk through these questions with some friends this week.   
For more information about Life Groups go to: https://waipunachapel.com/church-life/life-groups 
 
Read James 5:19-20 
 

1.) What is your current view of the church?  How have you seen church be like a family? 
 
 
2.) James, Jesus’ half brother, was radically changed. He was not always a believer in Jesus (John 7:2-5), but 
James trusted in Jesus after He died on the cross and rose again (1 Corinthians 15:7), and James became a 
devoted follower (Acts 1:14). What stories of life change have encouraged you in your faith?  
 
 
3.) Reading John 15:5-12, what aspect of connection to God most resonates with you? 
 
 
4.) What are some ways you have wandered from the truth? How have others helped restore you? 
 
 

5.) How are you specifically encouraged by these 3 “Heaven to Earth” values?   
 
 
 
6.) Read Galatians 6:1-5 and also Matthew 7:1-5, and discuss how Jesus’ speck and log warning should lead us all 
to have a “spirit of gentleness.” 
 
 
 
7.) Take a minute to read the following encouragement from Warren Weirsbe, and pray for your group to have 
God’s heart to share the life-giving, life-changing, love of Jesus.  
 
 
 
Persistent in Soul-Winning (James 5:19-20) 
“We can be so wrapped up in our own trials that we forget the needs of the lost and of believers who have strayed. 
The basic meaning of these verses is that saints should seek to bring wandering brethren back to the Lord. 
“Convert” simply means “to turn back again” (Luke 22:32). How easy it is for a saint to be seduced (to err) from the 
truth. Disobedient Christians are in danger of serious discipline, and even death (1 Cor. 11:30). In love, we should 
seek them out and help restore them (Gal. 6:1). When we do, we are rescuing them from death (the discipline of 
God) and, in love, we see their sins covered (see 1 Peter 4:8). 
But we may apply these verses to the lost as well. As we see the return of Christ approaching, how much we need to 
dedicate ourselves to witnessing! The Christian who really believes in the return of Christ cannot help but want to 
win others.”- Warren Weirsbe 
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