#11 Faithful/Faithless [James 5:13-18]
“Your Will And Determination, Your Strength And Self-Discipline, Is Insufficient When It Comes To Living A Life Of Obedience To
The Calling Of Jesus.”
[The Example of Peter - Mark 14:27-71]
“The Only Thing That Will Embolden Your Obedience ToThe Calling On Your Life
Is A Living And Vibrant Relationship With God - Through Jesus.”
James’ Closing Exhortation:

1. The Ongoing Practice of PRAYER And PRAISE
Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. James 5:13
•

Our Relationship With God Is Not Just Doctrinal, It Is Also EXPERIENTIAL .

For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. … Christ, who is your life, Colossians 3:3-4
Prayer [DA Carson “ Praying With Paul”]

1.

PLAN To Pray

2.

AVOID Mental Drift

3.

Let SCRIPTIURE Inform Your Prayers

4.

Find A Prayer PARTNER

5.

Develop A SYSTEM For Prayer Requests

6.

PRAY Till You Pray

"Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the one who hears it and not in
the one who says it, our prayers do make a difference." - Max Lucado
Praise

•

Establishes DOCTRINE In Your Heart.

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. Colossians 3:16
•

Strengthens Your SOUL In Trials

I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love, because you have seen my affliction; you have known the distress of my soul.
Psalm 31:7

Healing Prayer

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. James 5:14-15
•

The Prayer Of Faith Is DISCERNING Prayer That Aligns With The Will Of God.
“Biblical Faith Is Not Believing That God Will Give Us Whatever We Ask For -Biblical Faith Is Believing That God Will Do What He
Has Promised To Do.”

2. The Ongoing Practice of CONFESSION And REPENTANCE
And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. James 5:15-16
•

UNCONFESSED Sin Will Not Only Destroy Your Relationship, It Will Also Destroy Your Health.

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon
me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah Psalm 32: 3-4

Elijah

“The Only Way To Kill Darkness Is To Drag It Into The Light.”
|~Matt Chandler~

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it
did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. James 5:17-18
•

Elijah Was A Man With A NATURE Like Ours.

"We are to pray in times of adversity, lest we become faithless and unbelieving. We are to pray in times of prosperity, lest we
become boastful and proud. We are to pray in times of danger, lest we become fearful and doubting. We are to pray in times of
security, lest we become self-sufficient."
~Billy Graham~

Life Group Discussion Questions:
For more information about Life Groups go to waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups
Read James 5:13-18.
• What are some of the challenges you face in your prayer life?
• What are some things that you have learned about “singing praise”?
• Have you struggled to understand what James is saying in vs 14-15? If so, why?
• Do these verses guarantee that God will heal everyone we pray for?
• In your group discuss the phrase ”the prayer of faith”.
How does 1 John 5:14-15 help us understand this?
• Discuss the statement “Unconfessed sin will not only destroy your relationship - it will also destroy your health.” [see
psalm 32:3-4]
• Why do you think James instructs us to confess our sin to one another and not just to God?
• Why do you think James tells us that “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours”? [vs17]
• How does the example of Elijah encourage us to seek God in prayer? [See 1 Kings 18]
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