
 
#11 Suffering/Comfort [James 5:7-12] 
 

“The Length of Time We Are Willing To Wait Is Usually Connected To What We Are Expecting To Gain” 
~2012 Study, University of Massachusetts- Amherst~ 

 
The Return of Jesus: 
 
The Early Church Lived With An Expectation Of Jesus’ IMMINENT Return. 
 
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. James 5:7 
 

“The Teaching Of The New Testament Is Absolutely Clear -  
Jesus Will Return – His Return Will Be Sudden, His Return Will Be Visible And His Return Will Be Physical.” 

 
• We Do Not Know WHEN Jesus Will Return. 

 
“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on 
guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. Mark 13: 32- 33 
 
Seeming Contradiction 
 
• Jesus Imminent Return:  

Matthew 24:42-44, Revelations 22:7, James 5:8&9. 
   

• Signs That Will Precede Jesus Return:  
Mark 13:10, Luke 21:21, Matt 24:24, Matt 24: 29-30,  2 Thes 2:3-4, Romans 11:25-26. 

 
Possible Resolutions: 
 
Solution #1: There Will Be Two Distinct Second Comings Of Jesus. [Futurist View] 
 
1. Jesus Will Return FOR The Saints. 
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
will always be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 
 
2. Jesus Will Return WITH The Saints 
 …at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 1 Thessalonians 3:13 
 
Solution #2: The Preceding Signs Have Already Been Fulfilled [Preterist View] 
 

 “Patience/Longsuffering: The ability to suffer under the mistreatment of others without growing 
 bitter or resentful and remaining hopeful.” 

 
Two Examples of Impatience; 
 
1. GRUMBLING Amongst Each Other. 
 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may 
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. James 5:8-9 
 
2. FALSE Speech. 
 
But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your 
“no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. James 5:12 



 
 
Three Examples of Patient Endurance 
 
1. The FARMER Teaches Us The MINDSET Of Patience. 
 
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 
rains. James 5:7-8   
 
2. The PROPHETS Teach Us The COST Of Patience. 
 
As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. James 5:9-10  
 
3. The Man JOB Teaches Us The PURPOSE Of Patience. 
 

 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have 
seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. James 5:11  
 
“Bible teaching about the Second Coming of Christ was thought of as “doomsday” preaching. But not anymore. It is the only ray 

of hope that shines as an ever-brightening beam in a darkening world... It will be so revolutionary that it will change every 
aspect of life on this planet. Christ will reign in righteousness. Disease will be arrested. Death will be modified. War will be 

abolished. Nature will be changed. Man will live as it was originally intended he should live.” ~Billy Graham~ 
 

Life Group Discussion Questions: 
For more information about Life Groups go to waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
Read James 5:7-12. 
• Eschatology (the study of end times) has always been surrounded by disagreement, speculation and conjecture. One 

truth however is certain, Jesus will one day return to finally judge sin and restore creation to its original design.  Why 
do you think it is important that we remain humble in our interpretation and hopeful in our expectation?  

• James makes a number of references to the imminent return of Jesus. Why do you think it is important that 
Christians live with the expectation that Jesus could return at any time? 

• Why is it important that we learn to patiently endure as we wait for Jesus return? 
• Briefly discuss the two solutions offered to reconcile the scriptures that say Jesus can return at any time and those 

that say certain signs or events will precede his return.  
• What do you think James means when he says “Establish your hearts” (vs8) ? 
• Of the two examples of impatience which one resonates with you most? Why? 
• Of the three examples of patient endurance which one do you relate to most? Why? 
• How are we to be like “spiritual farmers”?  
• What does the farmer teach us about patient endurance? 
• As you read the story of the Old testament prophets how do they encourage you to patient endurance? 
• What does God accomplish in Christians through suffering? 
• How is Job’s life an example of this? 
• What should you do (and not do) when you find yourself in a season of suffering? 
• Pray with and for each other. 

 
Sources: 
William Barclay “ The Epistle of James” wjkbooks.com 
Warren Wiersbe “ Be Mature – James”  davidcook.org 
Trent Hunter “Patient Till He Comes” Desert Springs Church 
Sinclair Ferguson “Let’s Study James”  banneroftruth.org 

Send Feedback Or Questions To shaun@waipunachapel.com 
 


