
 
#4 I Choose Important Over Urgent 
 

If you take care of important things, the urgent things don't show up as often.  
The opposite is never true.  

~Seth Godin~ 
 

We All Have Time For What We CHOOSE To Have Time For 

 

Urgent Things Are Not Always IMPORTANT Things. 

 

The Story of Mary & Martha 

Martha Was So Focused On The Urgent That She NEGLECTED That Which Was Most Important 
 
“Martha, Martha,”  the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things 
are needed—or indeed only one”. Luke 10:41:42 

 
Martha Was Distracted By The Urgent While Mary CHOSE The Important 
 
Mary has chosen what is better and it will not be taken away from her. Luke 10:42 

 

What Important Thing Have You Been Distracted from Pursuing? 
 
The Urgent Will Always CROWD Out The Important 

 
Application: 

#1 Create ARTIFICIAL Deadlines 

 

#2 Be Ruthlessly SELECTIVE In Your Yeses 

 “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your disciples there may see the works you do. No one who wants 
to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the 
world.”……Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time will do. John 7:3-4 & 6 
 

“The Barrier To A Meaningful Life Is Not A Lack Of Commitment But Over-Commitment.” 

 

Jesus Was Willing To Say NO To Urgent Demands So That He Could Say Yes To God’s Best 
 
"Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed 
where he was two more days" John 11:5-6 
 
 

 #3 Do What Is Most Important FIRST 
 
"Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary 
place, where he prayed" Mark 1:35 



Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and then everything else will be added to it. Matthew 
6:33 
 

I'm Not Going To Respond To What Everyone Else Wants Me To Do Until I've First Done What 
God Wants Me To Do.” 

 
Talk It Over 
We believe that Christian faith and knowledge grow best in the context of authentic, life group community. 
Where believers can study together, pray together and play together. Join a group today and start to grow 
Contact Pastor Joshua@waipunachapel.com   

Start talking.  

If you had two extra hours each day, what would you do more of? 

Which word best describes your last few weeks: relaxed, busy, full, fun, or rewarding? Why? 

Start thinking.  

Read Luke 10:38-40. Do you identify with Mary or Martha? Explain. 

Why do you think we’re tempted to allow urgent things to rule our lives? 

Discuss the phrase: “Business does not equal productivity” What busyness can you cut out of your life? 

Start sharing.. 

Name three urgent things you need to do and three important things you need to do. Which are getting 

more of your time?  

|Do you have a process or trick that reminds you to choose important over urgent? Share an example. 

What’s the most important thing you’ve been too distracted to pursue? What do you need to stop doing to 

pursue it?  

Start praying.  

Jesus, You lived a short life here on earth yet accomplished the most important work of all. Thank You. 

Will You give us the strength to think long-term and people-first? Will You help us to refocus on what 

matters most? Amen.   

Start doing.  

What are you saying “yes” to that you need to say “no” to? Share out loud, make a list, and create a 

deadline to take your first steps (like, today). 

Choose to seek God first this week: set your alarm 30minutes earlier and take that time to read the word 

and pray. 

Make important change in your finances. Ask Tim@waipunachapel.com about the next Financial Peace 

Group.  
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Please send feedback or questions to shaun@waipunachapel.com 


