
	
 
What Do You Do When You Have Done All That You Can Do? 
 
#2 “A Purpose & A Promise” 
 
Paul’s Affliction: 

 
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 

Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to  
take it away from me. 2 Corinthians 12:7-8 

 
'given' (dido’mi)  δίδωµι – A good gift 

'thorn' (skolops) σκόλοψ – A constant and irritating problem 

'torment' (kolaphizo) κολαφίζω - To be stuck with a fist 

 
 
Paul’s Affliction Was: 1. PAINFUL 
 
   2. HUMBLING 
 
   3. DEABILITATING 
 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
2 Corinthians 12:9 

 
        4. PERMANENT 
 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That 
is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
 
 

 
• Paul Embraced His Affliction As A Gift With A PURPOSE And A PROMISE 

 
 

“Embracing Your Inability Is A Prerequisite To Experiencing Christ’s Ability” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
	

At Waipuna Chapel we believe spiritual growth happens best in the context of small, intimate groups of like-
minded believers who meet regularly to study God’s word and do life together. Contact Pastor 
Joshua@waipunachapel.com  to connect to a Life Group today.  

Life Group Discussion Questions  

• Why do you think people assume that faith in God will remove adversity from life? Have you ever 

made that assumption? If so, how did it influence your relationship with God?  

 

• Talk about a time when you or someone you knew faced difficult circumstances and God was silent. 

How did that experience affect your faith in the short term? How did it affect your faith in the long 

term?  

• Is it difficult for you to accept that challenging circumstances can come from the hand of a loving 

God? Why or why not?  

• Read 2 Corinthians 12:7–10. What would it look like for you to “delight in weakness” for the sake of 

Jesus? How would it change the way you respond to adversity?  

• Do you feel permission to plead with God to take away your difficult circumstances? Do you believe he 

responds to that kind of prayer? Why or why not?  

• What is the “thorn in your side,” the ongoing struggle or challenge that you can’t change and about 

which you need to accept God’s grace in order to move forward? What can you do to begin to view 

that “thorn” as a gift that comes with a purpose and a promise from your heavenly Father?  

• How can this group support you?  

 

Moving Forward  
If you believe God can change your circumstances but chooses not to, you have the option to receive those 
circumstances from him as a gift with a purpose and a promise: grace. If that sounds absurd, remember 
your salvation and the salvation of the world hung in the balance of a similar decision made by your Savior 
the night before his crucifixion.  
 
 

 

Changing Your Mind   
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”  Luke 22:42  

 
Feedback or Questions? Contact Pastor Shaun@waipunachapel.com  
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