
 
 
#1 “The New Normal” 

 
What Do You Do When You Have Done All That You Can Do? 

Three Lies We Believe:  

1. I’ll Never Experience JOY Again. 
  

2. Nothing GOOD Can Come From This. 
  

3. There’s No POINT In Continuing.  

 

The Big Idea 

God Is Not ABSENT, God Is Not APATHETIC And God Is Not ANGRY With You.  

 

 

John The Baptizer:  
 
When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John 
what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does 
not stumble on account of me.  Matthew 11:1-6 
 
 

 

Lazarus & His Sister:  
 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who 
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the 
sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”… 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.  
            John 11:1-6 
 
 

Three Truths To Affirm: 

1. JOY: I Will Experience Joy Again! 
 

2. HOPE:  Something Good Will Come From This! 
 

3. PURPOSE: There Is Purpose To This Pain! 

	



 

LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

• Talk about a season of life—childhood, teen years, college, early adulthood—that you look back on 
fondly. What did you enjoy about that season?  
 
 
 

• Have you ever seen someone demonstrate great faith in God despite difficult circumstances? If so, 
how did that person’s faith influence your own? 
  
 
 

• When have you faced a difficult event or season in life that caused you to feel you’d never be happy 
again or that no good could come from what you were experiencing? What happened? 
 
 
 

• “God loves you regardless of whether it feels like he loves you.” How would your life be different if 
you lived as though you fully believed that truth?  
 
 
 

• Talk about a time when you felt God was absent from your life, apathetic about what you were going 
through, or angry with you. How did it influence your relationship with him? What did you do? 
 
  
 

• If you’re currently in the middle of difficult circumstances or when you are in the future, what are 
some practical things you can do to remind yourself that God hasn’t abandoned you? What role can a 
Community Group play in shoring up your faith when God is silent?  
 
 

Moving Forward  
Sometimes God is silent just because he’s silent. Just because he’s silent doesn’t mean he’s absent, 
unconcerned, or angry. You may need to know that someday. You may need to know it today. During 
challenging times, it’s easy to assume that you’ll never be happy again, no good can come from your 
circumstances, or there’s no use continuing. Hold on to joy, hope, and purpose by holding on to the truth 
that God still has the whole word—your world—in his hands.  

Changing Your Mind  
“Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”  
Matthew 11:6 

Source:  
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Feedback or Questions? Contact Pastor Shaun@waipunachapel.com 


