
 
 
#4 The Glory Of Transformation 
 
Key Thought: 
 
Religion May Make You Nice But Only Christ Can Make You NEW   
 
So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from 

a human point of view. How differently we know him now. This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has 
become a new person. The old life is gone; 

 a new life has begun. 2 Corinthians 5:16 (NLT)   
 
The Doctrine Of Regeneration: 
 

“Regeneration is the work of God’s Holy Spirit in the soul of humans, enabling us  
to see our sinfulness and peril, and to behold the beauty of the Savior so that  

we can truly praise and worship him again.” 
 ~Edward N Gross~ 

 
 
An Unsettling Doctrine  
 
 

• It Confronts Us With Our HOPELESS Condition 
 

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that 
displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  2 Corinthians 4:4 

 
 
 

• We Are Not in CONTROL Of The Process 
 

“…who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” 
John 3;1 

 
 

• It Confronts Us With God’s Absolute SOVEREIGNTY In The Process Of Salvation 
 

For no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me, and at the last day I will raise them 
up. John 6:44 

 
 

 
 
“If a man be saved, he is saved by divine grace and by divine grace alone; the reason of his salvation is not found 
in him but in God. We are not saved as the result of anything that we do or that we will, but we will and do as the 

result of God’s good pleasure and the work of His grace within our hearts.” 
~Charles Haden Spurgeon~ 

 
 
 
 
 



What Happens In The New Birth? 
 

1. In The New Birth You Are Given A New RELATIONSHIP Not More Religion 
  

“…. all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.  They are reborn—not 
with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.”  John 1:12-13 

 
 

2. In The New Birth You Get To Experience The SUPERNATURAL  In Yourself Not Just Affirm It In Jesus 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are 

doing if God were not with him.” John3 :1-2  
 

3. The New Birth Produces A NEW You Not Just A Better Version Of You  
 

Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the 
Spirit.[b] 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be 

surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ John 3:5-7 
 
 
LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

• Pastor Shaun began this weeks’ message by asking the question: “Have you ever been dissatisfied by your 

behavior?” Take some time as a group to talk about those times and discuss some of the things you have 

done to try to modify or change your behavior. 

• In Luke 6:45 Jesus says the source of bad or good behavior is the heart. How have you experienced this to 

be true in your life?  

 
Read John 3: 1-14 

• The “doctrine of regeneration” can be for many very unsettling. Of the three reasons given why it is 

unsettling, which one resonates with you most? Why? 

• Discuss the statement “In the new birth you are given new relationship–not more religion. (see John 1:12-13) 

• Why do you think people have a tendency to choose religious activity for God instead of relationship with 

God? 

• The act of been “born again” is an astounding miracle, yet it is one that we do not celebrate enough. For 

some it is a distinct moment for others it is an extracted process. Describe your “born again” experience. 

 
Read Ezekiel 36:25-27 

• Based on this text discuss the statement: “The New Birth Does Not Produce A Better Version Of You It 
Produces A New You” 

• What are some of the evidences of the “new birth’ that you recognize in your own life? (see Matthew 7:17-
20) 
 

• Pray for each other that the  Spirit of God would continue his work of transformation in each of our hearts. 
• Pray for family members, co-workers, neighbors that God’s Spirit would blow through their lives and that 

they would experience the miracle of the “new birth:” 
•  

 
Sources:  
John Piper “What Happens in The New Birth” https://www.desiringgod.org 
Colin Smith “ Regeneration -How Christ Changes Your soul” https://unlockingthebible.org 
 
 

Feedback or Questions? Contact Pastor Shaun@waipunachapel.com 


