Lesson Four • THE GIFT OF JOY
Items Needed

......................................................................................................
Bible
......................................................................................................
The Gift of Advent DVD for music and teaching videos
......................................................................................................
Advent wreath and matches to light the fourth and fifth candles
......................................................................................................
Last remaining wrapped gift with the word “Joy” inside.
......................................................................................................
*Additional items may be needed for optional activities.

GO FISH • THE GIFT OF ADVENT

LESSON FOUR • THE GIFT OF JOY

4 Lesson Four
THE GIFT OF

Music
•
•
•
•
•

Joy To The World
The Christmas Dance
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
Christmas With A Capital “C”
It’s About The Cross

Music videos to sing along with can be found on
the DVD & on the DVD-Rom

Videos

JOY

Large Group Opening Activity
Greet children as they come in and ask them to tell you one thing that brings them
joy.
Follow this up by asking if they remember what the Magi’s response was when
they saw the star. (They rejoiced exceedingly with great joy!)
We have already read in Matthew how the Magi had all consuming joy at
the chance to worship Jesus. Do you know who else went to see and
worship Jesus? The shepherds. We are going to read about them in Luke
right now and I want you to pay close attention to what the shepherds’
response was once they found out about Jesus.
Luke 2:8-20 ESV (Have volunteers read passages)

Teaching Videos
can be found on the DVD
and the DVD-Rom

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away
from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.”
Did the shepherds wait a while to go see Jesus? No, they were excited to
worship the newborn King and responded as soon as the angel told them!
Continue reading…
And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told
them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.
Once the shepherds knew about Jesus, did they keep the news to
themselves? No! They immediately told others about him and shared the
good news. Were they thankful for what they had heard and seen? Yes!
They immediately glorified God and praised Him.
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It’s time to open our last gift. Any ideas of what it could be?
(Open gift of JOY now, three candles on the wreath should
already be lit at this time)
Like the angels proclaimed, Jesus being born is good news
and should bring about great joy! Our last outer candle
stands for joy. (light it now) Jesus’ birth is not something we
should keep to ourselves or take for granted. A Savior has
been born! He is Christ the Lord!
Begin music videos now.

Play Lesson 4 Teaching Video

Teaching Videos can be found on the DVD & the DVD-Rom

Video Overview: In this video the Go Fish Guys
reinforce the truth that being a Christian doesn’t
mean that our lives will be easy. Jesus was killed on
the cross, yet He still had joy because He was following His Father’s will. The video will transition into
the lighting of the final advent candle!

Back To Leader For Wrap Up Of
Large Group Time.
There is one more candle that we have left to light, the
center candle. It stands for the One who is the center of
everything. He is the One who gives us the other gifts, and
He is the One who paid the most to give us the best gift.
Jesus! (Light the center candle now)
Listen carefully to this verse found in I Peter 1:8.
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not
now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory...
When we believe in God and trust in him alone for
forgiveness, we are filled with JOY because we have been
transformed forever. No longer does God see us a sinner,
but he sees us as holy because of what Jesus did on the
cross. He has given us a reason to celebrate, a promise of
eternity, and a home forever with Him.
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Small Group Bible Study
Even though the Scriptures are printed here, make sure you
and the children are reading directly from the Bible. For
leaders of younger children who will not be able to read on
their own, have them follow along in their Bibles while you
read. We recommend finding pictures for the children to
look at as visuals while you are talking to them. For
example: Mary and Joseph, the manger, etc.
Let’s imagine that your parents just informed you that
they have some big news. They are moving to another
country...and of course you need to come with! You
will be going to a new school where no one else
speaks your language. You will need to meet new
friends who really won’t understand your situation
and the living conditions will be completely different
than what you are used to, meaning not what you
would pick!
How would you feel if this happened to you?
Do you think you would be joyful?
Now I want you to think about Mary. She was
comfortable living in a small, insignificant town. An
angel appeared to her and told her she was going to
have a baby. Not just any baby. God’s Son. How do you
think she felt? Let’s turn to Luke 1:30 (Read verse 30-33).
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

End in prayer and transition into small groups.
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Mary was obviously living in a way that pleased God. Did
God reward her with an easy life? No! God turned her world
upside down. People weren’t going to understand or even
believe her story. She was going to have a baby and wasn’t
even married. How was she going to take care of this baby
and provide for it? Mary had many things she could have
worried and been upset about. Let’s see what her response
was. Skip down to verse 38.
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to
me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
Did Mary become upset? Did she throw a fit or worry? No.
She said she was the Lord’s servant and accepted what God
wanted. In fact, she rejoiced! Let’s go down to verse 46 and
read 46-49 together.
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his
servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and
holy is his name.”
Even though Mary didn’t understand everything that was
happening and didn’t know all the details, she trusted God.
She rejoiced at the chance to be included in His plan and to
do His work. She trusted God’s purpose for her life even
though she knew it was not going to be easy.
And what about Joseph? Do you think he was expecting to
hear that he was going to be responsible for raising God’s
Son? When the angel appeared to him in a dream and told
him to take care of Mary, did he complain? No. Matthew
1:24 says, When Joseph woke up from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him.
Like Mary, Joseph lived for God and not himself. They both
showed that they trusted God by being obedient. How
about you?
Do you trust God with your life?
Are you willing to obey Him?
Let’s turn to John 14:1-3 to see what Jesus has to say about
trusting Him.
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John 14:1-3
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.
In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, that where I am you may be also.”
The Bible says that Jesus is preparing a place in heaven for
those who trust in Him. Do you believe God’s Word to be
true?
Do you believe that Jesus died for your sin, was raised on
the third day, and is in heaven now preparing a place for
you?
When Jesus left His throne in heaven the first time, it was
for something VERY important. He came to die for us. The
Bible says Jesus is going to come back to earth again. Why
do you think He would leave heaven, His perfect home,
again? We just read one reason...He’s coming to get us and
bring us home!
Do you know what else He is coming to do? Romans 16:20
says the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.
Where have we heard that before? Way back in Genesis
when God unveiled His rescue plan after Satan tricked
Adam and Eve. God said that Jesus would crush the head
of the serpent and put an end to Satan once and for all.
Just like we celebrate the arrival of Jesus at Christmas, we
also celebrate the fact that Jesus is coming back. When He
does He will defeat Satan forever! There will be no more
sin, no more sadness, and we will live with Him forever.
How can we not rejoice?!
End with prayer.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
11

Advent
Jesus
Joy
Wonderful
Star
Light
Father
Wisdom
Peace
Cross
Love
God
Matthew

12

7
6

4

8

2

10
9
3

1

5

Across:
1. Jesus obeyed God even to the point of death on a
__________ (Phil 2:8)
3. Another name for Jesus: ______________ Counselor
(Isaiah 9:6)
5. The angel told the shepherds: I bring you good news of
great _______! (Luke 2:10)
8. Another name for Jesus: Mighty __________ (Isaiah 9:6)
9. Jesus said I am the __________of the world (John 8:12)
10. Another name for Jesus: Prince of _________ (Isaiah 9:6)
12. The Magi saw this in the sky when Jesus was born
(Matthew 2:2)

Focus Verse
1 Peter 1:8 ESV
Though you have not seen him, you love
him. Though you do not now see him, you
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory...

Down:
2. Another name for Jesus: Everlasting ________ (Isaiah9:6)
3. One of the gifts God gives to those who are humble and
ask (James 1:5)
4. Nothing can ever separate us from the _______ of God
(Romans 8:39)
6. Whose birthday do we celebrate at Christmas? (Matthew 1:18)
7. Means “coming” or “arrival”
11. Book of the Bible where we can read about Jesus’ birth

God always keeps His promises. When He promised to
provide a way for mankind to be saved from their sins in
Genesis, He followed through by sending His Son Jesus.
Because of what Jesus did on the cross, we have the gifts
of Hope, Wisdom, Love and Joy. When you turn to Jesus
and trust in Him alone to save you, you can be sure that He
will keep His promise and one day come back to be with
you forever. Now that is something to be joyful about.
Merry Christmas!

GoFishGuys.com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE - KEY
Advent
Jesus
Joy
Wonderful
Star
Light
Father
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Peace
Cross
Love
God
Matthew
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Across:
1. Jesus obeyed God even to the point of death on a
__________ (Phil 2:8)
3. Another name for Jesus: ______________ Counselor
(Isaiah 9:6)
5. The angel told the shepherds: I bring you good news of
great _______! (Luke 2:10)
8. Another name for Jesus: Mighty __________ (Isaiah 9:6)
9. Jesus said I am the __________of the world (John 8:12)
10. Another name for Jesus: Prince of _________ (Isaiah 9:6)
12. The Magi saw this in the sky when Jesus was born
(Matthew 2:2)

Focus Verse
1 Peter 1:8 ESV
Though you have not seen him, you love
him. Though you do not now see him, you
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory...

Down:
2. Another name for Jesus: Everlasting ________ (Isaiah9:6)
3. One of the gifts God gives to those who are humble and
ask (James 1:5)
4. Nothing can ever separate us from the _______ of God
(Romans 8:39)
6. Whose birthday do we celebrate at Christmas? (Matthew 1:18)
7. Means “coming” or “arrival”
11. Book of the Bible where we can read about Jesus’ birth

God always keeps His promises. When He promised to
provide a way for mankind to be saved from their sins in
Genesis, He followed through by sending His Son Jesus.
Because of what Jesus did on the cross, we have the gifts
of Hope, Wisdom, Love and Joy. When you turn to Jesus
and trust in Him alone to save you, you can be sure that He
will keep His promise and one day come back to be with
you forever. Now that is something to be joyful about.
Merry Christmas!

GoFishGuys.com
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Optional Activities
QUIET TIME

SWORD DRILL

Philippians 2:5-8 NIV
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who,
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and
became obedient to death-even death on a cross!

Object of the game: To be the first player to find a Scripture
reference and to become familiar with the layout of the Bible.

Our joy cost Jesus His life. Are you giving Him yours?
Are you humbling yourself and being a servant for Him?

How to play: This is a tried and true game that has been around
forever, but the children absolutely love it! After the children all sit
down, have the leader call out a Scripture reference (i.e. Job 29:3).
They will quickly try to find the verse in their Bibles and when the
first person finds it they should leap to their feet. After giving the
rest of the children some time to also find the verse, have the
person who won read the verse aloud.
Additional verses to look up for the sword drill:
Psalm 47:1 ESV
Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
Matthew 2:10 ESV
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
Luke 2:10 ESV
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”
John 15:11 ESV
“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be full.”
James 1:2-3 ESV
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various
kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness.
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THE GIFT OF JOY - ORNAMENT
Supplies Needed for Each Child:
Three Chenille Stems (Brown, Black and Gold)

...........................................

Ribbon

...........................................

One “The Gift of Joy” Gift Tag

Instructions:
1. Begin with three chenille stems: one gold, one black and one brown.
2. Braid or twist the three chenille stems together into one stick.
3. Fold sharp ends into the stick (on both ends).
4. Wrap one end of the chenille stem(s) around like a cane.
5. Attach “The Gift of Joy” gift tag with ribbon and tie in a bow.
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