Lesson Three • THE GIFT OF LOVE
Items Needed for LARGE Group Bible Lesson

......................................................................................................
Doll completely wrapped up in blanket lying in the manger
......................................................................................................
Props (small tree or branch, cookie sheet, tinsel, ornaments, camera, sheets of Christmas
stationery, costume, gifts, suitcase)
......................................................................................................
Bible
......................................................................................................
The Gift of Advent DVD for music and teaching videos
......................................................................................................
Advent wreath with candles and matches to light the third candle
......................................................................................................
Two remaining wrapped gifts, each with one of the following words inside: Love and Joy. This
week you will open up the gift with the word “Love” inside.
......................................................................................................
A large cross in the room (this can also be the cross used for the activity in the Bible lesson)
......................................................................................................
Roll paper hung on wall or whiteboard for children to write on as they come in
......................................................................................................

Items Needed for SMALL Group Bible Lesson

......................................................................................................
Large cross
......................................................................................................
Small nails (one for each child)
......................................................................................................
Hammer
......................................................................................................
Paper heart cut outs (one for each child)
......................................................................................................
A large white board or poster board
......................................................................................................
Several versions of the Bible (NIV, ESV, KJV, Good News, NLT, The Message)
......................................................................................................
Large gift cut out made from roll paper or cardboard with the following written on it:
Thanks be to God for his ______________ gift. 2 Corinthians 9:15
Additional items may be needed for optional activities.
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THE GIFT OF

Music
•
•
•
•
•

Joy To The World
The Christmas Dance
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
Christmas With A Capital “C”
It’s About The Cross

Music videos to sing along with can be found on
the DVD & on the DVD-Rom

Videos
Teaching Videos
can be found on the DVD
and the DVD-Rom

LOVE

LARGE Group Opening Activity
As children come in, have them write something on the board, or paper, that they
do to get ready for Christmas. Leaders should be available to help the younger
children add their ideas. Have a baby doll covered with a blanket in the manger.
Pass out props to leaders as they come in. As you talk about each item, add the
props to the manger.
Let’s talk about some of the things we do to get ready for Christmas. How
many of you put up a Christmas tree? (add a small tree or branch in manger)
Then we need to decorate it of course! (add tinsel) Does anyone like to bake
cookies? (add cookie sheet) How many of you take a family Christmas
picture? (add camera) Of course, we need to send our picture out with our
annual Christmas letter! (add sheet of Christmas stationery) Have any of you
ever been in a Christmas program? (add costume) Then there is the
shopping (bags or gifts) and getting ready to travel to grandma and
grandpa’s house (add suitcase). The list goes on and on!
Does anyone see the baby anymore? What happened? We were so busy
getting ready to celebrate Jesus’ birthday that we forgot about Jesus. He is
covered up by all the details and He is completely missed. Last time we
were together we talked about how the people who knew the most about
Jesus’ birth were the ones who didn’t even go to see Him and worship Him.
They were caught up in the traditions and details, but they completely
missed the importance of why Jesus was born and why they needed a
Savior.
What are you going to do to keep Jesus the center of Christmas this year?
How can you help your family remember the most important person and
the reason we celebrate His birth? (Have children share what they already
have done or what they can do)
One way we can do this is to stay in God’s Word. God wants us to read our
Bibles and talk to Him every day. Spending time with Him is more
important than any other tradition or item on our list. Now let’s sing and
worship the One who came to save us!
Begin music videos now.
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Play Lesson 3 Teaching Video

Teaching Videos can be found on the DVD & the DVD-Rom

Video Overview: In this video the Go Fish Guys
illustrate that there is nothing we can do to earn
God’s love. It is only by His mercy and grace that we
can be saved from our sin!

Back To Leader For Wrap Up Of
Large Group Time.
Two of the candles should be lit on the Advent wreath at this
time. Have a volunteer open up the gift with the word “Love” in it.
I know most of you have John 3:16 memorized so let’s say
it together.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
The Go Fish Guys just talked about that and we all have
probably heard that verse before. Have you ever thought
about it at Christmas time? Have you ever read what comes
right after that verse?
Have a volunteer turn to read John 3:17-18 ESV
“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only Son of God.”
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SMALL Group Bible Lesson
Gather together as many different versions of the Bible as you can.
Have the children open the different versions to 2 Corinthians 9:15.
Have a huge gift cut out (from cardboard or roll paper) with this
written on it:
Thanks be to God for his ______________ gift. 2 Corinthians 9:15
Also have smaller heart paper cut outs, big enough for the following
words to be written on them:
• Indescribable
• Unspeakable
• Inexpressible
• Priceless
• No language can praise it enough
• Too wonderful for words
If working with younger children, you might want to have the words
already written on the hearts.
Our gift we opened today was love. God loved us so much
that He sent His one and only Son. Let’s see what else the Bible
says about this incredible gift.
Have the children read from different versions of the Bible and talk
about what each word means. Glue or tape the hearts to the gift as
you talk about each one.
2 Corinthians 9:15
Thanks be to God for his _____________ gift.
NIV: indescribable
Difficult to describe

The Bible makes it clear in that verse that every single
person who does not believe in the name of Jesus, is going
to be punished because of their sin. God loves us so much
that He provided a way for us to be saved from this
punishment.

KJV: unspeakable
Cannot be expressed with words

We are going to light another candle (light third candle now)
to remind us of the gift of God’s love. It is because of this
great love that God sent Jesus to save us from darkness
and bring us into the light.

Good News: priceless
All the money in the world could never buy or replace it

End in prayer and transition into small groups.

New Living: too wonderful for words!

ESV: inexpressible
Feelings can’t describe how awesome it is

The Message: no language can praise it enough!

Additional words you may want to use when defining terms above:
unthinkable, unbelievable, inconceivable, incredible, unimaginable.
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When you receive a gift that is so incredible, do you just
keep it to yourself? Do you ignore it and not tell anyone
else about it? No, you tell everyone! You think about it all
the time and it’s the only thing you want to talk about!
Is that true about God’s gift to you?
How often do you think about what He did for you?
Are you telling others about Jesus?
Also, when you receive a gift, you want to find out
everything about it. Sometimes it comes with instructions
and you are either reading them yourself or bugging
someone else to read them as soon as possible so you can
use your gift. God also gives us instructions. Where do you
think we can find them?
The Bible! The Bible tells us all about God and the gifts He
has given to us.
Open your instruction manual, your Bible, right now to the
book of Ephesians, chapter 5 and let’s read together. (Read
verses 1-2)
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant
offering and sacrifice to God.
Who should we imitate? God
It’s hard to imitate someone you don’t know, isn’t it? In
order for us to imitate God, we need to know Him. We need
to spend time with Him. It should be our first priority over
everything else! The more we get to know Him and read
about His great love for us, the more we want to obey Him.
How does the verse say we should walk? In love
How can we do that? By forgiving others, by loving others,
and by sharing what we know about Jesus with others.
Once we know God’s love and what He did for us, He gives
us the ability to love others who may be hard to love! Jesus
loved His enemies. He prayed for them as He was dying on
the cross and asked God to forgive them. We are not able
to forgive or love those who hurt us on our own. But we
can do it with God’s help.
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Now skip down to verse 8. (Read verses 8-10)
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that
is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to
the Lord.
As children of light, who should we try to please?
The Lord
Now skip down to verse 15. (Read verses 15-16)
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,
making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.
What are God’s instructions to us in these verses?
1) Examine our walk (life)
2) Be wise
3) Make the best use of our time
We need to pay attention to how we walk, or how we live. I
want you to think about how you would answer these
questions truthfully. Don’t say anything out loud, just answer
honestly to yourself.
“What do my actions look like to others?”
“Do I easily forgive?”
“Am I quick to lose my temper when things don’t go my way?”
“Is my first reaction to complain or to give thanks?”
“Do I consider others’ needs before my needs?”
If we claim to love God, our words and actions should show
our love for God. We can’t do it on our own, but we have
already learned that God gives heavenly wisdom to those
who ask. We need to use the wisdom God has given us to live
a life that pleases Him. That includes trying to make the most
of every opportunity we have!

Personal Application
Play the song “My Jesus I Love Thee” for the children and give them
a handout of the lyrics. Have them reflect on the words and what
Jesus did for them. After the song is finished, give them each a heart
cut out and have them write their name on the heart. Take turns
nailing each heart to the cross (the cross might be in a different
room so allow time to go there with your group). Before each heart
is nailed, have the small group leader say “Because of God’s great
love for you ________ (insert name), He sent Jesus to die for your
sins.”

MY JESUS, I LOVE THEE
My Jesus I love Thee
I know Thou art mine
For Thee all the follies
Of sin I resign
My gracious Redeemer
My Savior art Thou
If ever I loved Thee
My Jesus ‘tis now
I love Thee because
Thou has first loved me
And purchased my pardon
On Calvary’s tree
I love Thee for wearing
The thorns on Thy brow
If ever I loved Thee
My Jesus ‘tis now
In mansions of glory
And endless delight
I’ll ever adore Thee
In heaven so bright
I’ll sing with a glittering
Crown on my brow
If ever I loved Thee
My Jesus ‘tis now
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CHRISTMAS WORD UNSCRAMBLE
Instructions: Unscramble each set of letters to reveal the hidden words we talk about at Christmas!

1.

ETDVNA

______________

2.

RSSHPEEHD

______________

3.

OVLE

______________

4.

RSSOC

______________

5.

EAMRNG

______________

6.

UESJS

______________

7.

MRYA

______________

8.

TASR

______________

9.

OYJ

______________

10. OWSMID

______________

11. TRSHIAMCS

______________

12. HOPSEJ

______________

13. GIMA

______________

14. EHOP

______________

Focus Verse
2 Corinthians 9:15 ESV
Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

God loves you because He loves you! He loves you so
much that He sent His Son Jesus to save you which is why
Christmas is so great! Our challenge to you is to take time
to pray and thank God every day for the amazing gift He
has offered to those who believe in Him.

GoFishGuys.com
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Optional Activities
QUIET TIME

SWORD DRILL

Materials needed: stationery, pens, construction paper, markers

Object of the game: To be the first player to find a Scripture
reference and to become familiar with the layout of the Bible.

Take some time to write a letter to Jesus right now
expressing your gratitude for what He did on the cross. Tell
Him what it means to you and how much you love Him.
(Younger children may want to create a thank you card instead
of a letter.)

How to play: This is a tried and true game that has been around
forever, but the children absolutely love it! After the children all sit
down, have the leader call out a Scripture reference (i.e. Job 29:3).
They will quickly try to find the verse in their Bibles and when the
first person finds it they should leap to their feet. After giving the
rest of the children some time to also find the verse, have the
person who won read the verse aloud.
Additional verses to look up for the sword drill:
Matthew 5:16 ESV
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven.”
Matthew 22:39b ESV
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
1 Peter 2:24 ESV
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been
healed.
1 John 1:5-7 ESV
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you,
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we
have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and
do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
1 John 4:10 ESV
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

LESSON THREE • THE GIFT OF LOVE

GO FISH • THE GIFT OF ADVENT

6

THE GIFT OF LOVE - ORNAMENT
Supplies Needed for Each Child:
Two Craft Sticks of Different Lengths

........................................................
One Red Chenille Stem

........................................................
One Small Felt or Foam Heart

........................................................
Ribbon (ornament hanger)

........................................................
Glue

........................................................
One Hole Punch

........................................................
One “Gift of Love” Gift Tag

Instructions:
1.

Make sure your craft sticks are different lengths. You’ll need one long and one short.

2.

Place a dab of glue one inch from the top of the longer craft stick and pinch both craft sticks together
into the shape of a cross.
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3.

Attach the “The Gift of Love” gift tag to the red chenille stem.

4.

Wrap the red chenille stem around the cross several times in an “X” pattern.

5.

Attach the ribbon ornament hanger to the red chenille stem in the back of the cross.

6.

Glue the small red heart on top of the red chenille stem on the cross.
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