LessonTwo ¢ THE GIFT OF WISDOM

[tems Needed for LaGE Group Bible Lesson

Vv Three remaining wrapped gifts, each with one of the following words inside: Love, Wisdom, and
» Joy. This week you will open up the gift with the word “Wisdom”inside.

*Additional items may be needed for optional activities.
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+ Joy To The World

* The Christmas Dance

+ Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
¢ Christmas With A Capital “C”
* It's About The Cross

Videos

Teaching Videos
can be found on the DVD
and the DVD-Rom

= WISDOM

Opening Activity

Have the song We Three Kings playing as children walk in and one candle
already lit on Advent wreath. (Song included on The Gift of Advent audio CD)

Create a barrier on the top half of the door(s) so children and leaders need to
bow to enter the room today. This should be the only entrance that anyone
can enter the room by. If possible, also have a large star in the room by the
manger.

Have paper, along with markers or pencils available to children as they come
in. Ask them to write down any items they are wanting for Christmas this year
on one side of the paper. On the other side, ask them to write down things
that God has already given to them. Younger children could draw pictures of
the items or leaders could be available to help them write out their items.

Large Group Introduction

Boys and girls, | want you to take a quick look at what you wrote down on
your paper. Which list is longer? Which list is more important to you?

The last time we were together, we talked about how God gave Adam and
Eve everything they needed. Were they thankful for what they were given
or did they still want more? Unfortunately, we tend to think about what we
want more than what we have already been given. In fact, how many of
you remember what you got last year for Christmas? Or how about two
years ago? Even though you were probably so excited to get your gifts and
couldn’timagine NOT getting them, they are easily forgotten.

In our time together, we are going to talk about some of the best gifts we
can receive. (Point to the wrapped gifts and the word “Hope” in the front of the
room.)

We don't deserve any of them, but God graciously gives them to His
children. God is the only One who can give them to us and they are more
precious and valuable than any other gift! Now let’s sing and praise the
One who gives us more than we deserve.

Make sure to have leaders collect the papers so they are not a distraction during
singing and worship time.

Begin music videos now.
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Large Group Opening

Leader(s) should read Matthew 2:1-12 ESV. Even though it is
printed here, make sure to read it directly from the Bible.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship
him! When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him: and assembling all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to
be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written
by the prophet; “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall

"

come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained
from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come
and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they o ered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another
way.

Play Lesson 2 Teaching Video
Teaching Videos can be found on the DVD & the DVD-Rom

Video Overview: The Go Fish Guys will talk about
who the Magi were, why they followed the star, and
what they went through in order to worship the
newborn King.

Back To Leader For Wrap Up Of
Large Group Time.

Today when you walked in, you may have noticed that the
door was shorter than usual and | know many of you have
asked why that was the case.

If you were to go to Bethlehem today and visit the Church of
the Nativity, where some people believe is the actual
birthplace of Jesus, you would see that the only entrance is
about four feet high. Nobody knows for sure why the door is
so small, but a person cannot enter the Church of the Nativity
without bowing. (You canlook onlineto nd an actual picture of
this door to use as a visual)

We made our door small today to remind us that we can't
come into the presence of God unless we humble ourselves
and bow before Him.

Do you know what it means to be humble? It means that you
aren't arrogant or proud, that you put others before yourself.
Jesus, leaving his throne to come to earth and live among
sinners, is the ultimate example of humility.

**Qptional visual demonstration to describe humility:

Have several volunteers pretend they are waiting in line to receive
something. Once the line is formed, ask two leaders to also join the
line. (Designate these leaders beforehand) One leader should
humbly walk to the back of the line while the other leader budges
their way to the very front. Ask the children:

Which leader showed humility?
Yes, (insert leader's name) also showed respect to everyone in
line before him/her.

Which leader showed sel sh pride?

(Insert leader’s name) was not showing respect to those already
in line and thought he/she was more important than the
others.

You may want to recite the verse from the video again here:
When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is
wisdom. Proverbs 11:2 ESV

Jesus came down from heaven and, even though He was King
and should have been treated with the utmost respect and
dignity, He willingly was treated like the worst of criminals. He
thought of everyone else, including you, before He thought of
Himself. This is what it means to be humble.**

The gift we opened last week was the gift of hope. The gift
we're about to open now can only be received by those who
are humble. Pick a child to open the second gift and have them
read: WISDOM. One of the candles should already be lit on the
advent wreath at this time.

Our second candle (light it now) represents the wisdom that
God gives when we humble ourselves and follow Him!

End in prayer and transition into small groups.















@) THE GIFT OF WISDOM - ORNAMENT

Supplies Needed for Each Child:

v One “The Gift of Wisdom” Ornament Template printed on paper or card stock. This template islocated on
» The Gift of Advent CD-Rom.

<

Scissors

Markers and/or Color Crayons

DR

Ribbon (ornament hanger)

W

Single Hole Punch

<

One “Gift of Wisdom” Gift Tag

Instructions:

1. Color the camel and star on the ornament template.

2. Cutoutthe star.

3. Punch a hole in the top of the star and the corner of the “Gift of Wisdom” tag.
4. Insertribbon into gift tag and star hole and tie to complete ornament hanger.

)
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THE GIFT OF WISDOM - ORNAMENT TEMPLATE
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