
 
 
#4 “Gospel Children” 
 
4 “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 

son, then an heir through God”. Galatians 4:4-7 
 

Adoption: 
 
#1 Shows Us The Greatness of God’s LOVE For Us 
“ In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will.” Ephesians 1:4-5 
 
 
#2  Gives Us The Basis For Our Future HOPE 
“So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”  
Galatians 4:7 

 
#3 Reveals The Ministry Of The HOLY SPIRIT 
“And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,‘Abba! Father!’” Galatians 4: 7 

 
#4 Motivates Us To Live God HONORING Lives. 
 

• A Desire To IMITATE Your Heavenly Father 
“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is 
in heaven.” Matthew 5:44-45 
  

• A Desire To GLORIFY Your Heavenly Father 
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16 
 

• A Desire To PLEASE Your Heavenly Father 
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 6:1 

 
“We can approach God as if we were as beautiful and heroic, 

 and faithful as Jesus Himself. All that is His is our”  
 ~Timothy Keller~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 
At Waipuna Chapel we believe that circles are as important as rows, so we encourage you to connect and circle 
up in a Life Group and begin to grow in faith, community and the knowledge of God’s word. Contact Pastor 
Joshua@waipunachapel.com 
 

• What was one thing that captured your attention from this weekend’s message? 
 

Read Galatians 3:25-29. 

• In what area of your life do you tend to forget that you are “clothed” with Christ? 

(see vs. 27) 

• What barriers tend to divide people in the community where you live?  

(see vs. 28). Do you see in divisions at Waipuna Chapel? What could we do to create more unity? 

• Have you ever considered the implications of what it means to be “adopted” by God? Share some of the 

implications you have discovered. 

 

Read Galatians 4:1-7. 

• What do you think Paul means when he says “In the same way we also, when we were children, were 

enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.” (vs. 3) 

• Is the concept of been “adopted by God” something you experience as well as understand? 

• How has the Holy Spirit helped you experience the reality of your adoption? (see vs.7) 

• When are you most in danger of living like a slave instead of a son? 

 

Read Galatians 4: 8-11. 

• Pastor Shaun said “Whatever We Worship, Apart From Jesus, Will Enslaved Us.” Have you seen this to be 

true in your own experience? Explain. 

• How can religion become a form of idolatry? (see vs.10) 

• How has your understanding of adoptions helped you to live a life that is honoring to God? 

 
Affirm This Together As A Group: 
 
“I am a child of God. God is my father. Heaven is my inheritance. And every day I am one day nearer. Jesus is my 
Savior, my Lord, my Friend and my Brother. And every believer, regardless of race, culture, class or nationality, is a 
brother and sister of mine, also. I belong to the family of God, so I will live my life to imitate, glorify and please the 
One who redeemed me, forgave me, and adopted me as His own.” 
 
Chapter 4 Memory Verse 
 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:4-5 

 
Sources: 

• J.I. Packer: “Knowing God” – IVP Academic 
• John R.W.Stott: “The Message To The Galatians” -  IVP Academic 
• Timothy Keller: “Galatians For You” – The Good Book Company 

 
Send Feedback or Questions to Pastor Shaun@waipunachapel.com 

 


