
 
#6 Hope Deferred [Exodus 5:1-7:7] 
 
Success & Failure 
 
Moses and Aaron brought together all the elders of the Israelites,  and Aaron told them 
everything the LORD had said to Moses. He also performed the signs before the people, and 
they believed. And when they heard that the LORD was concerned about them and had seen 
their misery, they bowed down and worshiped. Exodus 4:29-31 
 
• Biblical Faith Is Belief In God’s WORD That Results In WORSHIP 
 
• Faith That Is UNTESTED Is Not Faith At All 
 
“They hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But since they have no root, they last 
only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 
away. Mark 4:16 
 
God said: Then you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to him,  
‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day journey into 
the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God. Exodus 3:18 
 
Moses said: Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said “This is what the LORD, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the 
wilderness.” Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do 
not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go….. or he may strike us with plagues or with 
the sword.” Exodus 5:1-3 
 
1. Moses Brings The Wrong PEOPLE 

Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh [5:1] 
 

2. Moses Uses The Wrong TONE & TERMINOLOGY 
‘Let my people go, [5:1] 
 

3. Moses Makes The Wrong REQUEST 
so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness. [5:1] 
 

4. Moses ADDS To God’s Word 
or he may strike us with plagues or with the sword.” [5:3] 

 
The Hardening of Pharaoh’s Heart 
 
God’s Role: But I will harden [ קַזָח   khaw-zak' to strengthen or to reinforce] 
 his heart so that he will not let the people go. Exodus 4:21   
 
Pharoah’s Role: He hardened [ דַבָּכ   Kabad - to be heavy or insensible]  
his heart and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said. Exodus 8:15   
 
• God Always Respond To Us In Relation To The CONDITION Of Our Hearts. 
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, James 4:8 



 
What Do You Do When Hope Is Deferred? 
 
• The Act Of Returning Implies A WILLINGNESS To Try Again And A DESIRE To Better     

Moses returned to the LORD Exodus 5:22 
 
Hope differed makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. Prov.12:13 
 

Life Group Discussion Questions 
Interested in connecting to a Life Group? 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
Read  
Exodus 4:29 thru 7:7 (Come on it’s only 2+ chapters, you can do it ;-)) 
 
• How do you think Moses and Aaron felt after their initial reception by the Elders of 

Israel?  
• Contrast Exodus 3:18 What God said and Exodus 5:1-3 What Moses said. What can we 

learn from this? 
• After his initial success with the Elders of Israel Moses experience a miserable failure 

before Pharaoh. What can we learn from Moses response to failure in 5:22-23 
• Look again at vv. 6-8. God begins and ends His message with, “I am the LORD.” Why do 

you think He does this? What are the implications of this repeated statement? 
• What sort of relationship is God planning for Israel and Himself? Did God know that 

Israel would be difficult? Why does He keep pursuing them? 
 
Apply 
Even through Moses failed in the details – he was obedient in the big thing.  
He was willing to confront Pharaoh- no small feat. 
 
• How prone are you to discouragement when obedience to God does not yield an 

immediate, discernible blessing? What is a better motive for obedience than to gain a 
reward? 

• Moses and Aaron knew they had to obey God, even when the people of God felt like it 
was a lost cause. Are there when you haven given up on serving and obeying God 
because it seems like a lost cause? How can you persist in spite of this? How can you 
encourage your brothers and sisters forward? 

 
Close 
What attributes of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you? How 
should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week? 
 
Sources: 
J.A Motyer – The Message of Exodus – IPV Academic 
Matt Chandler – Exodus Series –http://exodus.thevillagechurch.net/ 

 
Send Feedback or Questions to shaun@waipunachapel.com 

 


