
 
#2 Days of Darkness 
 
Jacob & His Son’s Enter Egypt 

• Under God’s ________________________ 

• Under God’s ________________________ 

• Awaiting God’s ______________________ 
 
“I am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will 
make you into a great nation there.  I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring 
you back again….” Genesis 46:3-4 
 
The Process of Oppression: 
 

 Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. Exodus 1:8 
 
 1) Political SHREWDNESS That Leverages Fear 
 

 “…the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. 10 Come, we must deal shrewdly 
with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our 
enemies, fight against us and leave the country.” Exodus 1:9-10   
 
2) LEGALIZED Oppression 
 
They made their lives bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work 
in the fields; in all their harsh labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly. The king of Egypt 
said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, “When you are 
helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the delivery stool, if you see that the baby 
is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.” Exodus 1:14-161  
 
3) Searing of The NATIONS Conscience 
 
Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born you must 
throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.” Exodus 1:22    
 
Their Story/Our Story 
 
• God Is Working Behind The Scene in SILENT & CEASELESS Care 

… the people increased and became even more numerous. Exodus 1:12 
 
• God Chooses To Reveal His Power And His Glory Through The WEAK And The 

POWERLESS 

The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to 
do; they let the boys live. Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, 
“Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys live?” Exodus 1:17-18 
 
 
 



• Misappropriated FEAR Will Always Undermine The Purpose Of God In Your Life 
 
So we can say with confidence, “The LORD is my helper, so I will have no fear. What can 
mere people do to me? Hebrews 13:6 
 
• Fear When Appropriately Placed Leads To FREEDOM And FEARLESSNESS In Action 
 So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more 
numerous. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own. 
Exodus 1:20-22 

Life Group Discussion Questions 
Interested in connecting to a Life Group? 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 
Read  
Exodus 1:8-22 aloud. 
How do you think it would have felt to be a Hebrew living in Egypt during the time 
described? 
 
Reflect 
Describe Pharaoh’s initial plan for Hebrew population control in 1:8-14. What multiple 
purposes did it serve, from his perspective? What was the result? 
 
Describe Pharaoh’s second plan for Hebrew population control in 1:15-22. What does it 
reveal about the relative value he placed on human life? On males versus females? 
 
Despite living under the rule of a fearsome pharaoh, the Hebrew midwives walked in fear of 
God. How did their rightly-placed fear equip them to be obedient to their true master? 
 
Apply 
Who or what are we most likely to fear more than God?  
 
What is the secret to fearing God more than the “pharaohs” in our lives? 
 
Obedience is a challenge when times are easy, but it is particularly difficult when times are 
hard. How is the rightly-placed fear of the Hebrew midwives an example to us?  
 
In what current circumstance can you imitate their courage by remembering whose servant 
you truly are? 
 
Close 
What attribute of God did you see in this week’s passage that particularly struck you?  
How should it change the way you pray, think, speak or act this week? 

Sources: 
J.A Motyer – The Message of Exodus – IPV Academic 
Matt Chandler – Exodus Series –http://exodus.thevillagechurch.net/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Send Feedback or Questions to shaun@waipunachapel.com 

 


