
 
#14 The Big Ten [Exodus 20:1-17] 
 
The Law Was Given For Israel’s BENEFIT Not To Make God Happy  
 
Blessed is the man …. delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and 
night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. Psalm 1:1-3 
 
Israel’s Priestly Function Was To Bear The NAME Of God 
 
“…and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” [19:6] 
 

“These Ten Words/Commands Were Given Primarily As The Essence of The Terms That 
Would Established God Covenantal Relationship With Israel” 

 
Word #1 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. [20:2-3] 
 
• This Command Is Not About Priority; It Is About EXCLUSIVITY 

Word #2 4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them  Exodus 20:4-5 

• This Command Is Not About Creating IMAGES It Is About Worshipping Images 
 

“As Humans Beings We Are Not To Make Any Images Of God  
Because God Has Already Made His Image In Us” 

 
Word #3  “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not 
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. Exodus 20:7 
 
• This Command is Not About CUSSING; It Is About Representing God 

 
Word #4 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all 
your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or 
your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. Exodus 20:8-10 
 
• This Command Is Not Only About RESTING; It Is Also About Remembering 

 
Word#5 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. Exodus 20:12 
 
• This Is Not A Command To LOVE; It Is A Command To Honor 
 
 
 



Word #6,#7,#8 13 “You shall not murder 14 “You shall not commit adultery נ 
15 “You shall not steal Exodus 20:13-14 
 
• These Commands Are About PRESERVING The Sanctity, Community and Purpose of The 

Image Bearer 
 
Word #9 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. Exodus 20:16 
 
• This Command Is About Reflecting TRUTH Without Distortion 
 
Word#10 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's 
wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is 
your neighbor's.” Exodus 20:17 
 

• The Root Of Covetousness And Illegal Desire Is In The HUMAN Heart  
 

• Our Ability To Obey God’s Law Requires A NEW Heart 
 
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit 
I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 
and be careful to obey my rules. Ezekiel 36:25-27 
 
 

Life Group Discussion Questions 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 
 

Read Exodus 20:1-17. 
• What aspects of God character do you see reflected in these ten words/commands? 
• How are both God’s holiness and grace demonstrated in giving Israel these ten 

words/commands?  
• Why is it important to remember that God first saved Israel before giving them the law? 
• How is jealousy a virtue in God and generally a vice in humans? Why is it good for God 

to demand His own worship and defend his own glory? 
• How does human pride subvert each of these commands? 
• The source of Israel’s disobedience was the deceptive nature of their hearts (see 

(Jeremiah 17:9). How has your own heart influenced your ability to obey God’s 
commands? 

• The promise of a new heart is central to the New Covenant God would establish both 
with Israel (see Ezekiel 36:25-27) and us (see 2 Corinthians 3:3). How have you 
experiencde this renewal of heart in your journey with the Lord? 

• Our ability to love our neighbor is directly connected to our ability to love God. How does 
your ability love other flow from your love of God? 

• Think of practical ways you and your group can love your neighbors as an expression of 
your love for God. 
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                                   Send Feedback or Questions to shaun@waipunachapel.com 


