
  
 
#5 “When Dreams Can’t Come True” 2 Samuel 12-18 
 
The Sin: 
As King, David Would UNDERMINE His Own Dreams Coming True. 

 
When David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king's house, that he saw from the 
roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. 3 And David sent and inquired about the 
woman. And one said, “Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 So 
David sent messengers and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. 2 Samuel 11:2-4 
 
Every Sin Comes Pre-Packaged With A CONSEQUENCE 
 
Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house’. 2 Samuel 12:11 

Even Though David BROKE God’s Law, David Allowed God’s Law To Break Him.     
 
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 2 Samuel 12:13   

The Consequence: 
 
Tamar Is Raped By Her Half-Brother AMNON 
 
He would not listen to her, and being stronger than she, he violated her and lay with her.  
2 Samuel 13:14  
 
In Retaliation Amnon Is Murdered By ABSALOM 
 
Then Absalom commanded his servants, “Mark when Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and when I say 
to you, ‘Strike Amnon,’ then kill him. 2 Samuel 13:28 
 
Absalom Decides To OVERTHROW The King And To Take The Kingdom And The Throne Himself.  
 

But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, then say, ‘Absalom is king at Hebron!’” 2 Samuel 15:10  

David’s Response: 
 
David Abandons His THRONE In Order To Save The Lives Of His People 
 
Then David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let us flee, or else there 
will be no escape for us from Absalom. Go quickly, lest he overtake us quickly and bring down ruin on us 
and strike the city with the edge of the sword.” 2 Samuel 15:14 



 
Even When David Lost His World, He Did Not Lose His CONFIDENCE In The Goodness of 
God.  

If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me back and let me see both it and his dwelling 
place. But if he says, ‘I have no pleasure in you,’ behold, here I am, let him do to me what seems good 
to him.” 2 Samuel 15:25  

For David The Restoration of His Throne Was A VICTORY That Had Come At Too High A Cost. 
 
And the king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and wept. And as he went, 
he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, 
my son, my son!” 2 Samuel 18:33 

“The Foundation Of Our Faith Is Not Based Answered Prayer Or Dreams Coming True Or Happily Ever 
After Endings. Even Though David’s Dreams Could Not Come True David Never Lost Confidence In The 

Goodness of God.” 

Digging Deeper 
https://waipunachapel.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups 

Plans are great. Reality is greater. Things don’t always go as planned. Some dreams don’t come true. 
Some dreams can’t come true. So what do you do when you discover your dream can’t come true?  

• Talk about a time when one of your dreams came true. What did it mean to you?  
 

• What are some reasons people get frustrated with or disappointed by God? Do you think their 
frustration and disappointment are reasonable? Why or why not?  
 

• Have you ever felt like God promised you something or owed you something, only to find that 
your dream would never come true? If so, how did you respond?  
 

• Dreams that don’t come true say nothing of God’s faithfulness or activity. Is that difficult for you 
to believe? Why or why not?  
 

• Read Psalm 25:4–5. Talk about a time when God used your circumstances to show you 
something about his ways. What did you discover about God? How did it change your 
relationship with him?  

• Are you facing the death of a dream right now? If so, what can you do this week to put your trust 
and hope in God? How can this group support you?  

The foundation of our faith is not answered prayers or happy endings. It’s always a mistake to wrap your 
faith in God around the fulfillment of your dreams or even the answers to your prayers. Dreams that 
don’t come true say nothing of God’s faithfulness or activity. You aren’t forsaken.  
 
If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me back and let me see both it and his dwelling 
place. But if he says, ‘I have no pleasure in you,’ behold, here I am, let him do to me what seems good 
to him.” 2 Samuel 15:25  
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